
A message from our Principal, Mrs Bickle 
Dear Parents and Carers

As we come towards the half term break, I would to take the 
opportunity to thank our students for their commitment and focus; the 
students have made an excellent start to this academic year, our new Year 7 
students are now familiar with their new surroundings, and have settled in very well. The 
enrichment programmes are proving extremely popular, thank you to those staff who have 
dedicated their own time to this programme; without their commitment and support this 
extra-curricular provision would not exist.

We recently held our Year 6 Parents’ Evening. The evening was a huge success, record 
numbers through the door!   Student and staff participation is crucial to the evening’s 
success and this year was no exception; huge praise to the students in both Years 7 & 8 
who volunteered to support the evening, they were a credit to themselves and excellent 
ambassadors for the academy. My sincere thanks to staff who worked so hard to 
showcase what de Ferrers is all about.

This week we also held our Sixth Form Open Evening, what a buzz there was, thanks to all 
involved.  Whenever I am on the Sixth Form campus I am always stunned by the positive 
welcome from students and staff. #ProudPrincipal

To all our budding superstars, the academy’s Talent Show heats are starting on 15th 
November, so whatever your talent, please come forward, get involved and share!   It is 
amazing to watch students grow in confidence and support each other.

In our recent @deferrers_6th Instagram poll Mrs Winebloom, on our Sixth Form Campus 
reception, came out as 77% Total Legend and 23% Second Mum.  We’d like to thank Mrs 
Winebloom for her relentless positivity and the warm welcome she gives to all staff, 
students and community. 

We finish for half term on Friday 21st October. There is an INSET training day on Monday 
31st October, therefore please note students will return to the academy on Tuesday 1st 
November.

To all staff and students, have a lovely half term break, and thank you to our parents and 
carers for your continued support.
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Amazing sporting 
successes by our 
netball and football 
teams, and well done 
to the DFA Brewers 
10K runners. 

Miss Mills (Science 
Technician) was a 
trophy winner placed 
3rd female with a time 
of 42:49, 
#superspeedy 54th 
overall 

Mr Moran (Head of 
Year) came in 15th 
with a time of 37:28, 
what an amazing 
time! 

Closely followed by Mr 
Riley (Maths), 34th 
(40:46) and Mr Jones 
(PE) 48th (42:30)Other 
runners included Mr 
Arnold (PE), Miss 
Jenkins (Social 
Science), our very own 
CEO Mrs Hardy, Mr 
Easton (Head of Year) 
and Mr Burns 
(English).






 

  Forthcoming Events                                                                                                                       

Half term:  

  Monday 24th until Friday 28th October. 

- Monday 31st October INSET 3 – Cross Trust -   
Closed to all students 

- Tuesday 1st November:   

vSixth Form taster sessions commence. 

- Thursday 10th November:   

gParents’ evening -  Ski Trip 6:00 p.m. Trent 
cHall. 

Assemblies for weeks commencing 17th 
October and 1st November will focus on CSE 
and Parliament.  There will also be an 
additional virtual assembly for all Trent 
students on Wednesday morning. This has 
been put together by Jared Barlow and is 
related to the assembly topic - ‘Black History 
Month’.    

Italy Ski Trip 2023 

Staff and students are getting excited about 
our upcoming trip to Italy to ski in the Italian 
Dolomites. Students - Please join Showbie code 
AR89M (If you haven't already) 

Parents/Carers - Please keep an eye out for 
information via email and please check that it 
hasn't gone to your junk folder. 

There will be an open evening on Thursday 10th 
November starting at 6:00 p.m. in the Trent 
Hall, when we will provide information on the 
ski wear that students will need and how to 
hire them if needed.   Please bring your child’s 
passports and GHIC cards, copies will be taken 
during the evening.   

Please email vicky.barlow@deferrers.com if 
you have any questions before then.

Our 1:1 iPad scheme continues to grow with the 
successful roll out of devices to Year 7 completed 
last week. We will be modelling the different 
apps and online platforms used with students in 
lessons to develop their confidence in using the 
device. The opportunities the iPads provide to 
transform and enhance learning are really 
exciting. Further details of the programme can 
be found at:  

https://www.deferrers.com/30/11-ipad. 

Over the past couple of weeks all students on 
Dove campus have had assemblies exploring 
what our values of “work hard, be kind, choose 
wisely” mean, particularly in relation to having 
high expectations of themselves at all times. We 
have also focused on the use of Knowledge 
Organisers as a key academy wide approach to 
support learning. Students will receive regular 
homework using knowledge organisers across 
all subjects. In order to support your child 
effectively with this at home, further details can 
be found at:  

https://www.deferrerstrust.com/18/
knowledge-organisers 

Finally, this week we have launched the 
application process for students to join our Dove 
Voice. This year the student voice group will 
focus on raising awareness and lead on projects 
related to anti-bullying, mental health 
awareness and equality, as well as providing 
feedback to senior leaders about student views 
of the academy, their experiences and ways in 
which we can develop and enhance our 
academy further.

Our Year 7 meet the tutor evening last week 
was a hugely successful event. Thank you to 
those who were able to attend. We hope you 
found the opportunity to discuss how your 
child has settled into secondary school life with 
their form tutor helpful and reassuring. Thank 
you for the hugely positive feedback which is 
always gratefully received. As a follow up, we 
will be circulating a parental survey to all Year 7 
parents and carers. If you can spare 5 minutes 
to complete this if you have not already done 
so we would be very grateful. 

  Dove Campus
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   Trent Campus                                                                                                                       

We have had a very positive two weeks on the 
Trent campus since the last edition of the 
Newsletter. The sporting successes across all 
three year groups has been amazing to see. Lots 
of students are also accessing the very extensive 
enrichment programme that we have on Trent.  

An assembly on 'Expectations and Standards' 
was delivered to all students by Mr. Underwood 
(newly appointed Behaviour and Attendance 
Lead for the academy). The vast majority of 
students have responded incredibly well to the 
updated policies and expectations. 

The Trent campus ELOs (Extended Learning 
Opportunities) are now also in full swing with 
more than 100 students in Year 11 already 
attending extra sessions in preparation for their 
GCSEs. More information to follow as we extend 
this supportive offer and utilise additional 
funding to boost students in all year groups on 
Trent in Mathematics, English and Science 

The ELO programme is attached for your 
information:

  Sixth Form Campus

The Sixth Form open evening took place on 
Tuesday 11th October. We opened our doors to 
900+ Year 11 students, Parents and Carers from 
far and wide. We were delighted to have the 
opportunity to showcase our awesome campus 
and facilities! Our experienced teaching staff 
were on hand to talk through the 23 A Levels 
and 10 BTEC/CTEC qualifications on offer for 
2023 entry. We also had current students 
acting as subject ambassadors, answering 
questions about all aspects of Sixth Form life. 
The Sixth Form team have been popping into 
Year 11 assemblies over the past few weeks to 
give students a taste of what the Sixth Form 
has to offer, our open evening meant everyone 
could experience this first hand.  

On 29th September we hosted a Macmillan 
coffee morning. Staff and students donated 
cakes allowing us to raise nearly £200! It was a 
lovely morning and really brought staff and 
students together for a great cause. 

  Year 13 Othello Trip

Frantic Assembly theatre company produced a 
visceral interpretation of Shakespeare's Othello. 
Year 13 were treated to front row seats to this 
violent domestic tragedy involving the murder 
of an innocent wife: due to the paranoia of her 
husband as he is told poisonous lies by his 
untrustworthy friend. This was an energetic 
interpretation of Othello which had Year 13 on 
the edge of their seats throughout with its 
blood thirsty violence. A couple of Year 13 did 
experience real involvement as the blood began 
to fly. Great discussions of this modern 
interpretation of one of Shakespeare's tragedies 
were had by our literature students on the text 
they are studying for their exams.                           
A great night out! 

  Top Tips
Please click on to our dedicated website link for 
preloved uniform, 
 http://www.uniformd.co.uk/deferrersacademy

TRENT CAMPUS ELO SESSIONS
2022/2023

The sessions listed below are available for a variety of reasons including controlled 
assessment completion and revision.

Please see your teacher for more details

Before School
08.00 - 08.45

Lunch
12.30 - 13.00

After School
15.30 - 16.30

PE
Homework Club 

(The Hub)

RS 
French

Art GCSE
Health and Social Care

CNATIT
Power Lunch 

(The Hub - by invitation)

Homework Club 

(The Hub)

Food
Child Development

Homework Club

(The Hub)

GCSE Computer Science
Geography

Power lunch
(The Hub - by invitation)

Citizenship
English

Art GCSE
Chemistry & Physics

Geography
Homework Club

(The Hub - by invitation)

French
English

PE
Homework Club

(The Hub)

Art GCSE
Geography

PE

Power lunch
(The Hub - by invitation)

Food
English

ICT CAMNAT
Biology

Homework Club

(The Hub)

English
GCSE Economics

Food
Health & Social Care

Homework Club

(The Hub)

Power Lunch

(The Hub-by invitation)

Homework Club

(The Hub)

Child Development
GCSE Business
Homework Club

(The Hub)

Art BTEC

Power lunch
(The Hub - by invitation)

Homework Club

(The Hub)

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
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  The de Ferrers Trust Student Leadership Team

We had the pleasure of the first our Trust Student Leadership Team meeting at the Sixth Form. We 
had representatives from all schools from Y2 to Y13.  Students were an absolute delight.  We are 
going to have a Trust charity of Guide Dogs for the Blind; look at how to make our schools more 
sustainable & green - including trees and flowers and share issues that matter to all our children - 
e.g. Mental Health Awareness Day.  They were very keen to be seen as a family of schools all working 
together.  Jamie Livingston our Sustainability Manager joined us too, along with Rebecca Upton 
(Executive Assistant.)  Thanks to all the staff involved. Our next meeting in January will be at Richard 
Wakefield School.

  Career Focus

Careers Fair success: 

On Tuesday 11th October over 540 students, parents and carers attended the Careers Fair which was 
held in Trent Hall.  There were opportunities to talk to employers, colleges and Universities about 
apprenticeships, further and higher education. Exhibitors included our own Sixth Form, Rolls Royce, 
Toyota, Burton Albion, Dean & Smedley, the Army and the Navy, Burton and South Derbyshire College, 
South Staffordshire College and a number of universities including Staffordshire, Loughborough, 
Sheffield and Keele. It proved to be a successful, busy evening and it was great to see so many 
students and families attending.  Following on from this, the academy is planning an apprenticeship 
fair for next year. 

Unifrog: 
Students are reminded that they can also access a wealth of careers 
information from their Unifrog account.  This website can help 
students explore career ideas using a variety of quizzes and it also 
provides careers library with over 600 different careers listed.  There is 
also information on University courses and some really useful webinars 
on different careers as well as writing CVs, filling in application forms 
and preparing for interviews. 
Careers in the Curriculum: 
Tuesday is Careers day at de Ferrers and we are using Unifrog to deliver 
a careers programme during tutor time. We are also launching a new 
Careers in the Curriculum programme. This will focus on careers on 
offer within each subject area to enable students to make informed 
decisions about the subjects they study and career intentions for the 
future.









 

 

  What are Knowledge Organisers?
Students in all year groups will be using 
knowledge organisers to help them retain key 
pieces of knowledge in each of their subjects. 
Students will be set regular knowledge organiser 
homework. 

A knowledge organiser is a set of key facts or 
information that pupils need to know and be 
able to recall in order to master a unit or topic. 

Why are we using knowledge organisers? 

Our knowledge-based curriculum requires 
students to know, understand and apply large 
amounts of subject content.  This knowledge 
builds towards GCSE/A-Level examinations that 
require the retrieval and application of 
knowledge to a range of different contexts. This 
puts increasing pressure on our students to know 
and retain even more information for longer. 
Typically, when students leave their revision until 
a few weeks or even days/hours before the 
examinations and tests, this presents a problem. 
Our short term memory has limited capacity and 
students find themselves unable to retain the 
information so they become stressed and often 
give up, convincing themselves they are no good 
at revising or that they “can’t do that subject”. The 
key to success is to regularly revisit the 
knowledge to be learned (known as ‘spaced 
retrieval’). This helps transfer the knowledge from 
the short-term memory to the long term 
memory. This not only helps to make ‘learning 
stick’ but it also frees up our short-term memory 
for more complex tasks. 

What does successful self-quizzing look like? 

Successful self-quizzing requires students to use 
'Look, Cover, Write, Check' in their self-quizzing 
books. A short video on how to do this can be 
found at https://www.deferrerstrust.com/18/
knowledge-organisers 

How will a knowledge organiser help my 
child? 

Regular use of knowledge organisers will prevent 
students forgetting previous learning, as they will 
continually revisit and retrieve prior learning from 
their memories.   

How can parents use knowledge organisers to 
help students to learn and retain information?
Many parents/carers ask us how they can help to 
support their children at home. Here are some 
strategies that might help you to support your 
child’s learning:

Read through the organiser with your 
son/daughter – if you do not understand 
the content then ask them to explain it to 
you – ‘teaching’ you helps them to 
reinforce their learning. 

Test them by asking questions based on 
the knowledge organiser 

Read sections out to them, missing out 
key words or phrases that they have to fill 
in. 

Support your child in recording the 
knowledge from the organiser as a sound 
file on their phone or other device, so that 
your child can listen to it. Some students 
retain more information this way.

- 

- 

- 

- 

All knowledge organisers for each term can be 
found on the Trust website (please select DFA 
and the relevant year group and term - e.g. DFA 
Y7 Term 1 KOs) 

https://www.deferrerstrust.com/18/
knowledge-organisers

  Catering

The catering staff are busy preparing their 
Destination Polish themed day on Thursday 
20th October 

https://www.deferrers.com/40/catering-
amp-online-payments

https://www.deferrers.com/40/catering-amp-online-payments
https://www.deferrers.com/40/catering-amp-online-payments
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  PE Focus: Sporting Successes/ Upcoming Fixtures/Information

On Tuesday 4th October 2022 The de Ferrers Academy hosted a Year 9 Girls Netball Festival against 
11 teams (3 from de Ferrers). Our Year 9 Girls played brilliantly, results are as follows:

Team Orange:  

Played 8, Won 4, Drew 4, Lost 0 

Left to Right: Back row Eleanor Paton, Keira Morris, 
Alice Peck, Beth Allen, Skyla Campbell 

Front row: Sophia Pegg, Elissa White  

(Captain), Sienna Lamb 

   Community - Consideration for our neighbours 

We are receiving an increasing numbers of calls from the local residents regarding inconsiderate 
parking by our parents and unfortunately, on occasions, complaints that parents are verbally abusive 
and harassing others; this behaviour has a negative impact on local residents and our students.  We 
would encourage our parents and carers to walk their children into school.     Should you need to drive 
your child to school, please ensure you are respectful to our neighbours and other road users, and most 
importantly, adhere to the highway code. 

Team Pink:   

Played 9, Won 3, Drew 1, Lost 5 

Left to Right Back row: Willow Adams, Ruby 
Adams, Delfina Kommey, Ania Kunicka, Eva 
Hathaway, Haniah Ahmed.  

Front Row: Lexie Williams, Leah Garratt 
(Captain) Evie Starbuck 

Team Purple:  

Played 9, Won 2, Drew 3, Lost 4 

Left to Right Back Row: Megan Nobbs, Amaya 
Clarke, Summer Adams, Saran Kang  

(Captain) Aleena Latif 

From Row: Connie Martin, Lydia Bebbington, 
Tiffany Blades

Monday 10th October 2022 

Round 2 of The National Cup Football - U14 Girls 

De Ferrers v's The National C of E Academy (Mansfield) 11-0 
Left to Right: Back row: Georgia Harrison, Emilia Dormer, 
Hope Kishna, Maddison Oakes, Aaliyah Upton, Katie Hall, 
Freya Smith, Elissa White 

Front Row: Evie Fleeman, Tiffany Blades, Lydia D’Ovidio, 
Scarlett Bodley, Autumn Savage



 

  Faculty Focus - Humanities

Welcome to Humanities! Following on from our 
great GCSE and A Level results in the summer, 
the team are looking forward to working hard to 
make them even better in 2023.  We have 
welcomed three new members to the team, Mr 
Mitchell and Mr Egan in Geography and Miss 
Price in History.  Students have started as they 
mean to go on and embraced our academy value 
of ‘Working Hard’ and I have been really 
impressed with their quality of work and 
commitment to their studies. 

Department Focus: Geography and Travel and 
Tourism 

In the world of Geography: 

Year 7 have been learning all about Brazil in 
Geography, so far, we have looked at its location, 
the differences between various regions and 
most recently the different push and pull factors, 
which cause people to migrate from rural areas in 
the North to urban areas in the South-East.  

Brazil in the News: Deforestation increase in 
Brazil 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-
environment-60333422 

Year 8 have been building on their Hazards 
knowledge from Year 7.  They are studying 
Pakistan and the causes, effects and responses of 
the Kashmir earthquake in 2005.  As part of the 
responses, students have looked at the work of 
the NGO Muslim Aid and their project to build 
earthquake proof buildings in Kashmir. Students 
have designed earthquake proof buildings to 
reduce the risk from future earthquakes. 

Pakistan in the News: Flooding hazards - 
Pakistan Floods 2022 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-
asia-63080101  

Year 9 have been busy learning about migration 
to the USA from Mexico, considering the reasons 
why people want to move to the USA and the 
impacts on both the USA and Mexico. They are 
currently learning about the formation of 
hurricanes and the impacts of Hurricane 
Matthew that hit Florida in 2016. 

USA in the News: USA-Mexico Border and 
Hurricane Ian 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-
canada-62909392 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-
canada-63120717 

Year 10 have started their GCSE course by 
looking at tectonic hazards. They have looked 
into the theory of plate tectonics and 
compared Italy and Nepal earthquakes and 
considered why the impacts and responses in 
each country were vastly different. Students 
have already been working on their exam 
technique and practicing exam questions. We 
will be moving on to Weather hazards and 
Climate change. A great start, Year 10! 

Year 11 have returned to study the unit of The 
Changing Economic World. They have been 
looking at development and what this means 
and focused on how it can be measured. They 
have evaluated development indicators and 
investigated why the HDI is a better measure 
of development. They have considered the 
impact of development on population 
structures. We are currently looking at reasons 
for the causes and consequences of uneven 
development. 

Changing Economic World in the News: UN 
sees life expectancy, education and income 
fall (HDI) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
world-62824357 

Year 12 have settled in amazing well and 
should be really proud of their initial 
assessment results. With Miss Roberts they are 
studying Changing Places. They are looking at 
insider and outsider perspectives on place and 
the factors that contribute to the character of 
places. They have been working on the 
structure of their 20 mark essay questions. 

Miss Barlow is doing physical geography and 
looking at Water and Carbon cycles. We have 
covered concepts of positive and negative 
feedback loops and applied them to the water 
cycle. We have been using our maths skills to 
complete statistical tests using geography 
data as well as working on our analysis skills. 

Year 13 have been collecting fieldwork data 
over the summer for their NEA. We are 
completing a range of investigations including 
attitudes to recycling, urban deprivation and 
place studies on Burton. Alongside this they 
are studying Global Governance and are 
currently focusing on the complexities of 
globalisation and for their physical unit they 
are building on their knowledge of Hazards 
including vulnerability, resilience and ability to 
cope.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-63120717
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Current destination in Travel and Tourism 
Year 13 Travel and Tourism students are 
currently working on the coursework 
elements of their Level 3 BTEC qualification. 
Within the marketing unit students have 
been comparing and contrasting the 
marketing strategies of two travel and 
tourism organisations. One of the 
organisations is a well known business in the 
form of Premier Inn who sell 
accommodation to thousands of customers 
each year. However, students are also 
required to research a business unfamiliar to 
them, in this case Travellanda who uses e-
commerce to bulk-sell hotel rooms to travel 
agents and tour operators around the world. 
After half-term students will be using their 
research as the basis of a presentation to a 
live audience analysing and evaluating the 
marketing strategies of the two companies. 

In the Visitor Attractions Unit of work 
students have just handed in their first 
assignment, 'What's The Attraction?' and 
have just started Assignment B- The Visitor 
Experience. Students have selected 2 
contrasting visitor attractions from built, 
event or natural. They are examining what 
the visitor might expect and how their 
chosen attractions not only meet their needs 
but also exceed them. Once they have 
completed this, they will be starting their 
final piece of coursework - How do visitor 
attractions respond to competition?  

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank our 
students for their hard work so far and long 
may it continue!  

Next time - Department focus is History 

History club -  
Attention all Historians  
History club will be in DA35 on a Wednesday 
lunchtime. Students will be given the 
opportunity to discover aspects of history not 
covered on the curriculum. Creative hands 
on projects like building Norman Castles and 
Victorian picnics. There will be opportunities 
for students to pick what they'd like to know 
more about. 
Geography club - Monday lunch 12.30 -1.00 
in DA38. 

We will be looking at raising awareness of our 
important global issues like Climate Change 
and Plastic pollution as well as how we can do 
our bit (and encourage others) to help make 
our planet sustainable. This coincides with 
Geography Awareness week from 14th - 18th 
November that aims to raise awareness about 
the significance of geography to everyone’s 
lives and encourage people to consider their 
relationship with the environment. 
We'd love you to continue your studies with 
us at Sixth Form. 

Upcoming taster sessions: 
History - Thursday 17th November in TA42 
Geography - Thursday 1st December in TA38 
Travel and Tourism - Tuesday 1st November 
in TA38 

History and Geography Revision guides (GCSE 
and A Level) are now available to buy via 
Wisepay.

  Talent Show!
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Positive Achievements 
Since the return of students to the academy in September over 73,000 positive points have been 
issued by staff across all year groups. This is more than ever before, and highlights the recognition our 
students are achieving for going above and beyond around the academy and in lessons. We 
encourage parents/carers to check the Class Charts app on a regular basis, to help celebrate the 
achievements of their children along with the academy. Below is an outline of how students can 

   Attendance and Behaviour 
Parental Communication: ClassCharts 
Since our last newsletter a significant number of parents/carers have now logged in to the Class charts 
app to be able to support the academy with conversations about their son/daughters positive and 
negative points, along with being able to keep track of attendance information and homework being 
set. 

The academy can now confirm that we will stop communication via the SIMS app at October half term, 
and would therefore encourage any parents/carers yet to log into Class charts to do so. If you are having 
any difficulties with logging in, please email office@deferrers.com so we can support in getting this 
rectified.  

https://pages.classcharts.com/wp-content/uploads/Class_Charts_for_parents_guide.pdf 

Amazing Achievements 
The academy would like to thank parents/carers for their support in ensuring their son/daughter 
attends the academy at all times. We have high expectations of our students in all aspects of academy 
life, including their attendance and this has recently been demonstrated as the academy is 
consistently above national average attendance for secondary schools. Attendance is important for 
academic, social and emotional progress, and your continued support in encouraging your son/
daughter to attend is greatly appreciated.  
  
Parents/carers must notify the school on every day of an unplanned absence by 8.40am or as soon as 
possible. To report an absence please call 01283 247700 and press: 

●      DOVE: Option 1  
●      TRENT: Option 2  
●      SIXTH FORM: Option 3  

  
Absence due to illness will be authorised unless the school has a genuine concern about the 
authenticity of the illness. In some cases, the school my ask parents to provide medical evidence, such 
as a doctor’s note, prescription, appointment card or other appropriate evidence. If suitable evidence 
cannot be provided the absence will be recorded as unauthorised and parents will be notified 
accordingly. 
  
As part of our duty of care we may also ask our Educational Welfare Officer, Chloe Withers to carry 
out a health and wellbeing check. If your child is not at their home address please do let us know when 
you report the absence. 

mailto:office@deferrers.com
https://pages.classcharts.com/wp-content/uploads/Class_Charts_for_parents_guide.pdf
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