
NEWSLETTER 
The de Ferrers Academy 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL, MRS BICKLE. 

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the first edition of our fortnightly newsletter which will replace the termly newsletter.  I hope 
the redesigned format will give you a brief insight into current and future events taking place within the 
academy, and give you a snapshot of academy life on a more regular basis.   

As the new Acting Principal, I would like to formally introduce myself.  To the majority of students and 
parents, I am already very familiar, having worked at the academy for 21 years. Over the years I have held 
a variety of leadership roles, but it is now my greatest honour to lead the staff at the academy who will 
support and guide students. I make no apologies for setting our expectations high as we want the very 
best for our students.  I am committed to working in partnership with all our families and the community to 
ensure we deliver the best quality education. We will provide extensive pastoral support enabling students 
to nurture their talents in order to achieve their potential.

The Year 6 Open evening held last week was a fantastic event and the students who supported this event 
did an amazing job of showcasing the very best of de Ferrers.  Thank you to all involved.

As part of my updates I would also like to include a ‘Congratulations to staff’.  Let me start this edition with:

- Parminderjee Kaur, (Science) Harry Titley (P.E.) and Rob Taylor (Maths) on successfully passing the
Ambition Institutes Master in Expert Teaching.   Very well done to you on this excellent achievement!
- Chanette Barnard, who has worked with the team at Siddiqui Education providing all things educational,
workshops, assemblies etc.  She co-delivered a session on physical racial literacy to two teams of very
engaged and receptive University staff. Baasit Siddiqui has visited the academy on several occasions,
providing students workshops and as a guest speaker.
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Forthcoming Events 

Tuesday 4th October KS4 & 5 Careers Fair, Trent Campus 5:30pm – 7:30pm.

Wednesday 5th October Netball evening trip (Nottingham).

Thurs 6th October Meet the Tutor Evening 3:30 pm Dove Campus/ Y11 Loughborough experience day (PE).

Tuesday 11th October Sixth Form Open Evening – 5pm (SFC).

Thurs 20th October Ski Trip parents’ meeting, Trent Hall, 6pm.

Assemblies for weeks commencing 3rd & 10th October will focus on Black History Month and World Mental Health Day.

I would like to start by recognising and thanking all of our students for what has been a superb start to the 
academic year. The climate around Dove campus has been happy, positive and calm. It has been a real 
pleasure to see so many smiling faces around the site in lessons, on corridors and in the wealth of enrichment 
activities now underway. If you are not already, please get involved in one of the many enrichment activities 
taking place each day at lunchtime and after school. In particular, we have been really impressed with how 
our new Year 7 cohort have adapted to life in secondary school and hit the ground running. We look forward 
to welcoming our Year 7 parents and carers to our forthcoming meet the tutor evening on Thursday 6th 
October. Booking for this event is now live.

Mr Lovell, Head of School, Dove Campus



Our recent Year 6 Open Evening was a fantastic and popular evening. We were particularly pleased 
with the way in which so many of our students wanted to support the event and talk so proudly of their 
academy. Our students really are our very best ambassadors. 

Mr Hand, Head of School, Trent Campus

Welcome to the Trent campus:
Hello to all of our parents, carers and students at the academy. I am incredibly proud of how well the students 
have conducted themselves during the first few weeks of returning. Most students have demonstrated a 
noticeable high level of maturity, that is expected on the Trent campus,as all students have been briefed 
on the expectations and plans for the year ahead. 
The cohort of 2022 (last year’s Y11 students) achieved the best results ever attained at the academy both 
in terms of outcomes and progress. We are immensely proud of these results and this is reassuring for 
both you, as parents and carers, and also the academy that we provide the very best opportunities to be 
successful.
On Trent, just like Dove and the Sixth Form campus, we set the very highest of expectations in terms of 
'the basics'. Attendance, punctuality and uniform standards are all absolutely essential in being ready and 
prepared for the challenges ahead during the day.
We offer a vast array of additional opportunities for Trent students, both academic and social. We offer  
weekly ELOs (extended learning opportunities) to targeted students, to support with their learning. These 
are additional lessons in small, focussed groups. We really do encourage students who are targeted to 
attend, as we know that these additional sessions make a key difference in examination and assessment 
performance. In addition to ELOs, we also offer an extensive Enrichment programme, packed with activities 
and opportunities for students to get involved in. (Attached)
Finally, a message to year 11 parents and carers. Please be aware that we will be offering February half 
term, Easter and May half term revision sessions, to ensure students are fully prepared for their final 
examinations. Although these sessions are not compulsory, they are an excellent opportunity to embed 
knowledge just prior to the exams. I wanted to let all parents and carers know at this early stage to support 
any discussions within family homes surrounding planned holidays at these times. I am very much looking 
forward to working with all Trent students this academic year, in encouraging them to maximise their 
potential.

Dove Campus Enrichment Programme 2022-23

The Learning Centre is also open to students before school, at lunchtime and after school every day. Thursday 
after school sessions are 3:00 -4:00pm due to our earlier finish. 

Morning
(8:15 - 8:55am)

Lunch 
(12:30 - 1 :20pm)

After school 
(3:20 - 4:30pm unless stated otherwise)

Monday Homework Club (The Hub) Homework Club (The Hub) 
Lunch Bunch (Dining Room -by invitation) 
Year 7 STEM Club (DA64) 
Geography Club (DA38) 
French Film Club (DB12) 
Dove Voices (DA47) 
Boccia (Gym)

Homework Club (The Hub) - 4:15pm

Tuesday Homework Club (The Hub) Homework Club (The Hub) 
Lunch Bunch (Dining Room -by invitation) 
Creative Writing Club (DB27) 
Debate Club (DB21) 
Year 7 Science Club (DB38)

Homework Club (The Hub)- 4:15pm 
Girls & Boys Rugby (Field) 
Girls & Boys Football (Field) 
Reading Club (Learning Centre) 
Drama Club (DA51) 
Concert Band (Dove Hall) 
Cheerleading (Dove Gym)

Wednesday Homework Club (The Hub) Homework Club (The Hub) 
Lunch Bunch (Dining Room -by invitation) 
McMug Club (0836) 
Year 8 Art Club (0832) 
History Club (DA35)
Year 8 Science Club (DB38) 
French Penpal Club (Ask French teacher 
for details)

Homework Club (The Hub)-4:15pm 
Combined Cadet Force 
(Dove Hall - by application) - 4-6pm 
Netball (Courts)

Thursday Homework Club (The Hub) Homework Club (The Hub)
Lunch Bunch (Dining Room - by invitation)
Rock up and Sing! (DA46)
Mindfulness (DB31)
Year 7 Art Club (DB32)

Homework Club (The Hub) - 4:00pm

Friday Homework Club (The Hub)
Science Educake Club (DA61)

Homework Club (The Hub)
Lunch Bunch (Dining Room - by invitation)
F1 in Schools (DA65)

Homework Club (The Hub) - 4:15pm



Miss Roberts, Head of School, Sixth Form Campus

The new academic year has got off to an excellent start on the sixth form campus! Our new Year 12 cohort 
of 230 students has made a smooth transition into sixth form life. The students are now coming to the end 
of their extended induction which focusses on preparing them for the challenges of post 16 study. Year 13 
students have returned with real focus on their future, with many in the midst of completing their university 
applications. 

Our bursary applications are now open and we would encourage students to check our website for more 
details of eligible groups and the application process. 

The sixth form team is now making preparations for our open evening on 11th October when we will open our 
doors to Year 11 from far and wide - everyone is welcome!

News from the English Faculty

We are running a variety of extracurricular activities in the English Faculty this year.
These include the following on Dove:
Debating Club every lunchtime in DB21
Creative Writing Club on Tuesday lunchtimes in DB27
Reading club in the Learning Centre after school on Tuesdays.
On Trent we have Film Club on Friday lunchtimes in TB4 and are also running a trip to see A Christmas Carol 
on 10th November (see Ms Sellers for more information).
We also have a Film Club running every Tuesday lunchtime in the lecture theatre at the Sixth Form Centre.

Morning
(8:15 - 8:55am)

Lunch 
(12:30 - 1 :20pm)

After school 
(3:20 - 4:30pm unless stated otherwise)

Monday Homework Club (The Hub)
Working Memory Intervention
(The Hub)

Power Lunch (The Hub- by invitation) 
Creative Writing Club (TC7) 
Debate Club (TC8)

Homework Club (The Hub) 
Relaxation around exams (Learning 
Centre)
Duke of Edinburgh (SFC) - 7:30 - 
9:00pm

Tuesday Homework Club (The Hub)
English Intervention (The Hub)

Power Lunch (The Hub- by invitation) 
Trent Singers (TA81) 
Comic Club (The Hub) 
French Penpal Club (Ask French 
teacher for details)

Homework Club (The Hub) 
Relaxation around exams (Learning 
Centre) Boys & Girls Football (Field) 
Concert Band (Dove Hall) 
Cheerleading (Dove Gym)

Wednesday Homework Club (The Hub)
Boys & Girls Rugby (Field) - 8am
SALT Intervention (The Hub)

Power Lunch (The Hub- by invitation) 
Year 9 Textiles Club (TA20) 
Science Educake Club (TB27) 
First Tech Robotics Club (TA18)
Craft Club (The Hub)

Homework Club (The Hub) 
Relaxation around exams (Learning 
Centre) Netball (Courts) 
Volleyball (Sports Hall) 
Fitness Club (Fitness Suite) 
Combined Cadet Force (Dove Hall -
by application) - 4-6pm

Thursday Homework Club (The Hub) Power Lunch (The Hub- by invitation) 
Boys Basketball (Sports Hall)
Rock up and Sing! (TA81) 
Boccia (Gym) 
Fitness Club (Fitness Suite) 
Comic Club (The Hub)

Homework Club (The Hub) 
Relaxation around exams (Learning 
Centre)

Friday Homework Club (The Hub)
Maths Intervention (The Hub)

Power Lunch (The Hub- by invitation) 
Girls Basketball (Sports Hall) 
Film Club (TB4) 
LGBTQ+ Club 
Reading / Book Club (TB5)

Homework Club (The Hub) 
Relaxation around exams
 Learning Centre)
Fitness Club (Fitness Suite)

Trent Campus Enrichment Programme 2022-23



Focus on Music

We are delighted to welcome two new members of staff, Mrs Blaine and Mr Harron, to the Music department. 
We have lots of exciting things lined up for the year - more details to follow soon! A reminder that our extra-
curricular activities are now up and running at lunchtimes and after school, please encourage your child to 
come along. Also, if your child would like lessons on a musical instrument, most of the tutors still have a few 
spaces. However, our singing tutor is now fully booked, so any students wishing to have singing lessons will 
go on a waiting list. For more details, please contact Mrs Morris at Dove reception.

Student Voice / Head Team 
Earlier this year, we were selected to be Head Students and we couldn’t be more grateful & excited to be 
provided with this unique opportunity. The Year 6 Open Evening marked our first responsibility last week, and 
it was a fantastic night with a bustling atmosphere! It was great meeting all of the Dove Students helping out 
as well as all of you wonderful parents & carers. We are eagerly looking forward to more opportunities like 
this through our Sixth Form Open Evening.
Currently, we are in the process of writing the script for our Sixth Form Pantomime, which will be showcased 
to the younger students before we break up for Christmas. Also, we are keen to be hosting our Macmillan 
Coffee Morning at the Sixth Form with coffee & cake to raise donations for Macmillan Cancer Support! 
Kai & Phoebe (Head team).

Career Focus. Parents/Carers of students in Years 9 - 13

We are hosting a Careers Fair on Tuesday 4th October. 5:30pm - 7:30pm on the Trent Campus in the main 
hall. Universities, Apprenticeships, Businesses and our very own Academy Sixth Form will be there for all 
students in Years 9 upwards to talk to and discuss options for when they leave the academy.  The event will 
take place on the Trent campus, and families are encouraged to come along with students.

SEND Focus

If you have any concerns around special educational needs and disabilities please email 
senoffice@deferrers.com
Link to Staffordshire Local Offer:
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/Access-to-learning/Local-Offer-SEND-Pathway.aspx

Attendance and Behaviour

PARENTAL COMMUNICATION
Please accept our apologies for the recent issues we have experienced regarding the email service via 
SIMS InTouch.  This was a national glitch, which has since been resolved with the company.   
CLASSCHARTS
As many parents will be aware, the academy has switched to a new student management system called 
Classcharts. This allows teachers to register students, create seating plans, set homework and award 
positive points all in one place. 

In order to support the improvements in our communication with parents and students, you have also 
received access to classcharts, with login codes and instructions sent via email. So far, the engagement 
of parents with this has been phenomenal, with the system giving you access to a wealth of information. 
We would encourage all parents to sign up to this as soon as possible, as moving forward, classcharts 
will become the main method of communication with Parents/carers of our students. Should you be 
having any trouble with logging in, please click the link below or email 

office@deferrers.com

https://pages.classcharts.com/wp-content/uploads/ClassChartsforparentsguide.pdf



ATTENDANCE: HIGH EXPECTATIONS
The pupils with the highest attainment at the end of key stage 2 & key stage 4 have higher rates of attendance 
over the key stage compared to those with the lowest attainment. (DFE 22)
The academy has had an excellent start to the academic year, with overall student attendance sitting at 94%. 
Student attendance is incredibly important to the academy, as when students are present they are learning. 
The academy requests your support as parents and carers to ensure your children are attending the academy, 
and support us in our high expectations: 
• Students attend the academy every day.
• Students to arrive on time for each and every lesson, every day.
• Parents/carers support the academy in getting their children to school.
• Parents/carers communicate with the school when attendance is not possible.

Attendance

ATTENDANCE: LEAVE OF ABSENCE REQUESTS
The academy would like to emphasise only exceptional circumstances warrant a leave of absence from 
school. In line with DFE guidance we will consider each application individually, taking into account the 
specific facts and circumstances and relevant background behind the request. If a leave of absence is 
granted, the Principal will determine the length of the time the student can be away from school. The Principal 
will only grant leaves of absence in exceptional circumstances it is unlikely a leave of absence will be granted 
for the purposes of a family holiday. 
Any leave of absence request should be received with 3 weeks’ notice for consideration, and submitted via 
the Leave of Absence request form available on the academy website. 

Focus on Mathematics - Tom Riley, Director of Learning

The start of the new academic year sees Sparx Maths expand to all year groups from Year 7 to 11. Sparx 
Maths personalises each child’s homework, creating a weekly set of questions tailored to their level of 
understanding and learning pace. The practice is both challenging (to ensure students need to think) and, 
crucially achievable (so that students can be successful).
External research conducted by RAND Europe and Cambridge University found that using Sparx Maths for 
1 hour a week significantly improves grades:
‘Actively working on Sparx for the recommended one hour of homework per week for one whole school year 
was associated with an increase of almost 30 per cent of a (predicted) GCSE grade’
Homework is not marked as complete until all of the compulsory questions have been answered correctly, so 
starting early is key to finishing before hand-in time. You can keep track of your child’s homework completion 
in the weekly email you will receive from Sparx. 



Upcoming Assessments

Advance information for Y11 & Y13 students - PPEs will be during the weeks commencing 9th and 16th 
January 2023.
Y7 students are currently undertaking baseline assessments. They do not need to revise for these and are 
completed so we have a fuller picture of information on students rather than just relying on their SATs results. 
These will allow us to measure progress in all subjects whilst at the academy.

Parents and students in Year 10, 11, 12 & 13, please take the time to read the JCQ 'Information for Candidates' 
documents on the academy’s website. (Website > Parents > Exams). The documents contain important 
information from JCQ regarding rules and regulations for exams.

Community 

Two Year 13 students, Lily Kidd and Rhiannon Bower, put their artistic skills to work in brightening up 
a community space.  The theme was ‘Man’s Impact’ highlighting environmental awareness.  The girls 
painted their bright designs onto four planters.   Lily and Rhiannon were overwhelmed with so many positive 
comments from people in the local community. 
A worthwhile project very well done!   

Can parents/carers please show consideration to our neighbours if you are driving your children to school.   
Please do not block junctions, driveways or park on pavements on Rolleston Road and surrounding areas.   
Thank you for your cooperation.



French PenPals club—Now open to students in YEAR 8 Ms Findlay (MFL).
It’s a fantastic feeling to use the language we have been learning in school to make new friends in real life. 
The de Ferrers Academy twins with Collège Victor Hugo in Tulle, France, to provide a penpals scheme. 
If you are in Year 8, and would like to get involved and make new friends, please join the Showbie group 
GDH6Z. We will organise a meeting to get you started and match you with a French partner very soon! 

Matilda and 
Lilou wrote to 
each other last 
year, and will 
continue to 
be friends and 
penpals this 
year too!

Catering by Caterlink

Thursday 20th October is our next destination theme day when we will focus on Poland; we will be serving 
Polish themed food across all three campuses.
Meal Deal. Our meal deal costs £2.45 and is available from any of our outlets, the meal deal includes ANY 
main, side and dessert. All mains are included, i.e. sandwich, 16oz pasta pot with 1 topping of your choice, 
daily hot grab & go options, jacket potato with 1 topping of your choice or fish and chips. We also have a 
selection of freshly made desserts available such as cookies, tray bakes, fruit, fruit pots, jelly pots, mousse, 
cheesecake, plus many more. To see the full menu please visit- https://www.deferrers.com/40/catering-
amp-online-payments and look at the Dove-Trent menus. We will be having a new menu after October half 
term, the menus are on a three weekly cycle, commencing Monday 26th September Week 1.



Top tips

Please click on to our dedicated website link for preloved uniform, 
http://www.uniformd.co.uk/deferrersacademy

PE information, fixtures and successes

We have had a superb start to our extra-curricular activities - Y7/8 football and rugby training on a Tuesday 
night for boys and girls have proved hugely popular and we have had more students attending than ever 
before.  Please come along if you are interested or speak to a member of PE. 
Trent rugby training has started before school at 8am on a Wednesday - well done to those who have 
attended so far. 

Netball training on Dove and Trent has also started exceptionally well and we have our first tournament 
coming up this week. 

Fixtures
We have had a few fixtures so far
Year 8 boys’ fixture in the National cup - we won 9-2 and have now progressed into round 2 where 
we will play a school from Walsall. 
Year 10 boys have also beaten JCB 2-0. 

Upcoming fixtures:
3rd October    Y10/Y11 GCSE PE Rugby moderation

4th October Year 9 Netball Festival (Trent) 
      U16 national cup vs Kirk Hallam, Home KO 3:30
      Y7 boys vs Netherstowe National (away) 
      Y8 rugby v JTHS

5th October    Netball trip- Nottingham 
6th October    PE - Y11 Loughborough Experience Day

Tuesday 11th              Year 8 Netball Festival 
      U14 Girls County cup football away at Rawlett, Tamworth

Facilities/ Letting information

There are various fantastic lettings partners across our schools offering a wide range of sports 
activities to performing arts.  Should you wish to engage in any activities, please contact Jamie 
Hawkins for further details.

Jamie Hawkins
Trust Lettings Manager
The de Ferrers Trust
t 01283 372609
m 07783 124706
e jhawkins@deferrerstrust.com
w https://deferrerstrust.schoolhire.co.uk/ COMMY  UNITY

T H E  D E  F E R R E R S  T R U S T  F A C I L I T Y  H I R E
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