











 

NEWSLETTER 
W o r k  h a r d ,  B e  k i n d ,  C h o o s e  w i s e l y

THE DE FERRERS ACADEMY 4 NOVEMBER 2022

A message from our Principal, Mrs 
Bickle 
Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome back after the half term, I hope that you 
managed to enjoy the break.  On Monday we 
participated in a Trust INSET event where we were able 
to collaborate with colleagues from across our partner 
Secondary schools to share good practice.

The academy’s calendar is, as always, extremely busy 
in the run up to Christmas.   There are a variety of 
events taking place around the academy, commencing 
with the Talent Show Heats on Tuesday and Wednesday 
15th/16th and the final taking place on Thursday 24th 
November.  I look forward to seeing all the talent our 
students have to offer!

Each year the academy supports the BBC Children in 
Need appeal, and this year is no exception.  There will 
be fundraising events taking place throughout the day 
on Friday 18th November; and students are very 
welcome to participate.   Members of the academy’s 
Student Voice will be discussing proposals for 
fundraising at their next meeting, so please watch this 
space for further details on our chosen charities.  There 
will be a focus on local charities where we can provide 
support for the communities we serve. 


We will be observing Remembrance Day on 11 
November at 11am to recall the end of First World War 
hostilities with a 2 minutes silence, we will also be 
selling poppies.  I would like to acknowledge the 
importance of this event. We will once again welcome 
the Coltman family into school to tell the fascinating, 
personal story of their family's involvement in WWI. This 
is always a powerful and reflective time for our 
students. The Armistice was an agreement to end the 
fighting of the First World War as a prelude to peace 
negotiations, which began at 11am on 11 November 
1918.  Armistice is Latin for to stand (still) arms - ‘we 
will remember them’.

I hope that you are finding the academy newsletter 
useful and informative, please feel free to provide me 
with any feedback  (office@deferrers.com) - we are 
always looking to improve our communication, happy 
to receive positive feedback too! 


  Congratulations 

Congratulations to Miss 
Roach who has just been 
awarded a Masters in 
Education. She undertook 
a research project by 
looking at adolescent girls' 
experiences in PE, 
focusing on their 
perceptions of PE and 
possible barriers to 
engagement in lessons. She utilised youth voice to 
better understand their experiences and 
collaboratively worked with the girls to identify ways 
of modifying the curriculum offered, 
including preferred forms of provision, to provide 
them with positive, meaningful experiences to 
encourage lifelong participation in sport and physical 
activity. Amazing!

  Sparx Maths Update

In the next 2 weeks all students in Y7-11 will receive 
an assembly on the importance of completing their 
Sparx homework each week and the impact this can 
have on their progress in Maths. From a recent 
Cambridge University research paper:

 

‘actively working on Sparx for the recommended 
one hour of homework per week for one whole 
school year was associated with an increase of 
almost 30 per cent of a GCSE grade’

 

Sparx also sets all students two non-compulsory 
tasks every week:

 

XP Boost: an opportunity for each student to 
continue their learning by answering more 
consolidation and revision questions from topics 
previously covered in homework. 

Target: this is made up of up to six questions that 
Sparx thinks each student will find challenging. 


Both the XP Boost and Target are perfect for 
revision and assessment preparation. All students 
are encouraged to complete these each week as 
this is likely to lead to even higher levels of 
progress. 
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  Dove Campus - Mr Lovell

In the week leading up to half term I spent a 
significant amount of time visiting lessons in Years 7 
and 8 across all areas of the curriculum. The 
engagement, resilience, positivity and enthusiasm 
that students consistently demonstrated towards 
their learning was a pleasure to see and something 
that excites me about what possibilities the future 
holds for our students. 

After such a fantastic first half term of the year, we 
look forward to some exciting events in the coming 
days. We received a phenomenal number of very 
strong applications from students wanting to 
represent their peers on our Dove Voice student 
panel. Well done to those selected who we look 
forward to driving our very important work in this 
area over the coming months. 


  Sixth Form Campus - Miss Roberts                                                                                                                    

We welcomed ex-student Alex Boyle to the 
academy to talk to Year 12 and 13 students about 
his experience of completing an engineering degree 
apprenticeship at Rolls Royce. Alex was inspired to 
apply for the degree apprenticeship after a similar 
presentation from an ex-student and wanted to pay 
forward this opportunity to current students.  We 
love it when ex-students get in touch to share their 
experiences and success! 


October has been a busy month of festivities and 
awareness days. For Black History Month students 
have watched a Ted Talk on why Black History 
matters with the opportunity to celebrate and raise 
awareness of influential figures by hanging an 
awareness tag on our tree. The campus bulletin has 
also included links to articles and websites for 
students to read more widely about black history to 
become better informed.  


We are firm believers that we should not need an 
annual awareness day to talk about mental health, 
however, not everyone finds it easy to talk about 
how they are feeling and 'World Mental Health' day 
is a good opportunity for us to check in with each 
other and maybe reach out to a peer who might 
need someone to talk to. 


We created opportunities for students to start that 
conversation via our 'Chalk About It' board and 
hanging messages on our awareness tree. 
Donations made on this day went to Mind who 
provide a day per week of counselling for sixth form 
students. We also supported the Coppafeel! charity 
on Breast Cancer Awareness day which was 
organised by the sixth form wellbeing committee.


To end the half term in a messy way we held our 
annual pumpkin carving competition which was 
meant to be just a bit of fun.....however, when you 
have 16 teams all competing for the 'Pumpkin 
Carver of the Year' title it turn out this is serious 
stuff! Much fun (and mess!) was had by all!


Our sixth form taster sessions for Year 11 students 
started this week with students attending sessions 
in Computer Science, Travel and Tourism, Politics, 
Applied Science and Art. Taster sessions next week 
include: Psychology, French, Economics, Film 
Studies, Product Design and Food and Nutrition.  
Students should sign up via Eventbrite. Our sixth 
form application form will go live on Monday 21st 
November. 


  The Beyne Foundation                                                                                                                    

A special thank you to John Anderson and the 
committee of The Beyne Foundation, who kindly 
donated £2,500.00 towards the funding of a trip for 
our students.    The Music department is proposing to 
take all Year 7 students to Birmingham Symphony 
Hall to watch the City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra perform a concert aimed at Key Stage 3 
students. This event is a tremendous opportunity for 
our students, it will raise the profile of music in the 
academy post-Covid, and will introduce 
'classical 'music to students, through a live orchestra 
in a world renowned concert hall.   Mr Aston, the 
Director of Music, is delighted to receive this funding, 
which will raise the profile of music, ignite students' 
enthusiasm and encourage them to learn an 
instrument; and hopefully inspire the next generation 
of musicians!   


‣ Friday 11th November - Armistice Day, 2 
minutes silence (11:00 a.m.)  

‣ Tuesday 15th & Wednesday 16th  November - 
Talent Show Heats (Trent hall) 

‣ Friday 18th November - Children in Need 2022. 
‣ Tuesday 22nd November - Years 10 & 11 'How 

to revise' Parents' evening (Trent hall 6:00 
p.m.)  

‣ Wednesday 23rd November - Certificate 
distribution (Sixth Form Centre 1:15 - 4:15 p.m.) 

  Forthcoming Events












 

  My Tutor - online intervention

We are pleased to announce that the academy has 
purchased extensive support packages for both 
Maths and English. Targeted students will receive 
additional free tuition in small groups to really push 
to achieve target grades. More information will be 
sent to parents and carers of the students involved 
in due course. 

  Senior Citizen’s Party
The annual Senior Citizen's Christmas party is 
returning to the academy. The date for the party is 
Thursday December 15th. Tickets will be available 
for families and information sent out soon. We 
welcome back Mr Easton and Mr Hand to compare 
the event, with a few jokes, a song or two and 
performance acts from multiple students. It is set to 
be the party of the season! 

  Learning walks

It was so nice for the academy leadership team to 
visit so many positive lessons before half term. The 
climate for learning and the engagement from 
students was excellent and we are really please with 
the interaction and engagement in lessons. 

  Army Careers 
Our year 10 and 11 students will soon have the 
opportunity to spend a day with the Army, who will be 
coming to the Academy on Monday 7th November 
2022. During the day students will learn about 
careers, apprenticeships and opportunities in the 
army. 

Entries for this year's Talent Show are still open! 
Students just need to scan the QR code that's on 
the posters around each campus of the Academy. 
Please encourage your child(ren) to take part - it's 
open to everyone!


Because England will be playing the USA in the 
World Cup on the 25th, we have decided to bring 
the Grand Final forward by 24 hours, so it will now 
take place at 7pm on Thursday 24th November. 
Tickets will be on sale as soon as the heats have 
finished.


Talent show heats take place on the Trent campus 
on Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th November in 
Trent hall. We want as many acts as possible and as 
much support as possible from students and staff.  

Looking a little further forward, this year's Carol 
Service will take place at 7pm on Tuesday 13th 
December, at St John the Divine Church, Rolleston 
Road. More details will follow on upcoming 
newsletters.


  Music Update                                                                                                                       

Year 11 Sixth Form open evening We were thrilled 
that so many year 11 students visited the Sixth 
Form campus for the open evening in October. The 
number of courses on offer means that there is 
something for everyone. A reminder that year 11 
students are encouraged to attend as many of the 
taster sessions as possible to get a feel for courses. 

   Trent Campus - Mr Hand                                                                                                                       

  GCSE revision evening Year 10 and 11

We will be hosting a 'GCSE How to revise evening' 
for all of our year 10 and year 11 parents, carers and 
students in Trent hall on Tuesday 22nd November at 
6pm. Information regarding support material, 
additional opportunities and effective revision 
techniques that can be used at home with parental 
support will be the topics of the evening. We 
encourage all of our GCSE students and parents / 
carers to attend. 

  Duke of  Edinburgh 

Over the last few weeks de Ferrers 
DofE has started enrolling 
candidates ready for next year's 
expeditions.  


The Silver enrolment night was very 
well attended by Year 10 candidates and parents, 
and then the following week Year 11 and Year 12 
candidates and parents packed the Sixth Form 
Campus Lecture Theatre to receive information 
about enrolling for their Gold award.


Our Year 9 students are having an assembly this 
week followed by a Parents Information Evening in 
Trent Hall on Monday 7th November at 7.30 p.m.


We are also busily arranging our first Presentation 
Evening for three years at Derby Arena on Sunday 
March 26th.


This Years book fair will be held on the 17th & 18th 
November.  
Every book purchased at the fair, generates money 
for the school to spend on books for the library! 



 

On Wednesday 5th October, our Netballers attended 
an international Netball Game at the Motorpoint 
Arena in Nottingham to watch England vs Uganda. 
The students were treated to an amazing game, with 
England beating Uganda 60-51. The standard of play 
was exceptional and students were inspired by the 
game which will hopefully positively influence their 
own performance.

  Careers Focus   Safeguarding, well being and mental      
nhealth support:Last month, the Academy launched the Careers in 

the Curriculum programme. Each subject 
dedicated time in their lessons to explore and 
discuss the careers that their subject could 
potentially lead to, with the goal of raising 
awareness and supporting our students to make 
informed decisions. This term, the focus will be on 
employability skills and developing the attributes 
required for being successful in subject-specific 
careers. 

Every Tuesday on the Trent campus, tutor time is 
focused on careers. We have written a programme 
in which students use Unifrog, our careers 
platform, to learn about all the careers that may be 
compatible with their unique personality types and 
interests. We are further focusing on a wider range 
of employability skills, why they are important and 
how to develop them. 

  Apprenticeship Awareness

On Tuesday 18th October, Alonzo Simpson from 
the ASK Apprenticeship team came to the 
academy and delivered an apprenticeship 
awareness assembly to year 11. Alonzo introduced 
students to the different types of apprenticeships, 
how to search and apply for them. Alonzo will be 
returning to the academy in November to see year 
10.


We have also invited the ASK Apprenticeship team 
to our next careers fair being held during 
Apprenticeship week on Tuesday 7th February 
2023, the fair will focus on apprenticeship/
employer opportunities. If any parent/carer would 
like to get involved in the careers fair and represent 
their organisation please contact 
email: sland@deferrers.com 

Emotional well-weing / mental health support:


https://www.staffordshire-
ewb.actionforchildren.org.uk


https://www.jwbridgethegap.com


https://camhs.mpft.nhs.uk/south-staffordshire/our-
services


https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/websites 

(this one is good, has links to all sort of support - 
eating issues, bereavement, LGBT, teen sleep)


https://www.youngminds.org.uk/


Family support:


https://www.malachi.org.uk/services/malachi-in-
staffordshire


  PE Focus: Sporting Successes

14 of our Y11 GCSE PE students were invited to 
Loughborough University for a Sport Experience day 
on Thursday 6th October. During the trip, students 
engaged in various practical sessions, had a tour of 
the world-class sporting facilities, and listened to a talk 
regarding higher education and careers in sport. 
Students were really blown away by the 
opportunities available to them and asked some 
amazing questions regarding where sport can take 
them in the future. Lots of students now have 
potential careers and destinations in mind to 
help them to pick their A Level choices.
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   Do I Need to keep my child off school?

Thank you to all Parents and Carers for the support you offer your child and the Academy. We understand it can 
sometimes be a struggle to know if your child is too ill to be in school. Below is some guidance from the Public 
Health Agency that you may find useful when you are considering if your child does need to be off school.

We are happy to announce that the De 
Ferrers Debate Club (Dove) has elected a 
President and a Vice President to assist Mrs 
Lowe in running the club, promote the club 
and to lead debates. Shiv Purandare (Y8) 
has been elected President and Anita 
Hycicova (Y7) elected Vice President after a 
very close vote! Congratulations Shiv and 
Anita and thank you to the debate club 
members who also participated, there were 
some really fantastic speeches!

Dove Debate Club runs every Tuesday 
lunchtime in DB21.

  Debate Club






 

  Army Cadets

The de Ferrers Academy CCF entered its first 
Cadet Competition within the West Midlands 
Headquarters Region which includes both ACF and 
CCF from the Counties of Hereford & Worcester, 
Staffordshire, Shropshire, Warwickshire and the 
West Midlands.

This years competition was held at Nesscliff Army 
Training Estates on Sunday 16th October, hosted 
by Shropshire ACF.Having attended and passed 
the St John Youth First Aid course earlier this year, 
five Cadets represented the Academy. The Cadets 
had to deal with simulated casualties varying from 
CPR, Broken Ankle to managing a person suffering 
an Asthma attack that forgot their inhaler, as 
individuals and as a team. Although not winning, 
the cadets did well in the close run competition. 
They now look forward to doing it all again next 
year and go for the win.

Cadets go on Manoeuvres

12 Cadets Academy Cadets attended a Field 
weekend at Nesscliff ATE over the first weekend in 
October.

Leaving on a very rainy Friday evening, the cadets 
were apprehensive about what the weekend would 
bring. Somebody said something about stopping 
out under a Basha on Saturday night. Would the 
rain go away?


Arriving at Nesscliff, the cadets were shown their 
accommodation for the night and issued extra kit 
and equipment. Their task was to pack it all in their 
Burgan (Military rucksack) ready for the Yomp (Walk 
with Kit)  on Saturday morning. With an early 
revellie (It was still dark) the cadets got up washed 
and dressed and made their way for a Nesscliff 
breakfast. That's full English with a top up cereal 
and toast, so important when you don't know what 
meal is coming next and what it will be. Then it was 
back to their accommodation, get their Burgans 
and off they go.First Mission, to Navigate to where 
they will be based for the day. Packs on their 
backs, maps in hand, the cadets were being 
assessed on the Expedition section of the basic 
cadet syllabus. Fortunately the previous nights 
weather had gone and it was a bright sunny 
morning. Having arrived at the Harbour area (where 
they were going to be based), the next task was to 
put up the Basha. But what was is a Basha? Well it 
is a temporary shelter, using a camouflage poncho, 
bungees and two convenient trees. It's important to 
get it right. This is our home for the night, and it's 
where we put the rest of our equipment to ensure it 
stays dry if it rains again. Bashers up then it's our 
next meal.


It comes in a bag, issued out of a box. These are 
MOD ORP’s, Operational Ration Pack, prepacked 
food that can be eaten hot or cold as it is already 
cooked. For all the cadets it's a new experience. 
All the rations are different and there are enough 
calories to sustain them for 24hrs.  It’s a snack 
meal and a brew to start. They have a cooker, 
mess tins, water and the dreaded windroof match. 

Patrolling in the afternoon, and the Cam cream is 
on. Here is where we assess the cadets on 
whether they have learnt their Fieldcraft skills. 
Moving with a Rifle, using different formations. For 
all it's an experience. This is the first time that they 
have had to put the skills they have been learning 
over the year to the test. Once completed, it’s 
back to the Harbour area and time to cook their 
next meal. This one includes pudding, some sort 
of cake.


All packed away and it's dark now. We are on night 
patrol. Their mission is to find another Harbour 
base. This is quite a testing stage for the Cadets. 
It's a night navigation as well as moving tactically 
in the dark. The mission is a success. The reward, 
quick hot brew and time to sleep, it's been a long 
day.


So Sunday arrives, last day of the weekend. It's 
still  dark and the cadets prepare breakfast. 
Anybody got any of the windproof matches left? 
Breakfast done,  bashers taken down and stored 
in the burgans. We move on to some advanced 
Fieldcraft training.


Section Attack is the order of the day. Here the 
cadets are learning the Section Battle Drills as well 
as front and flanking attacks. The early morning 
dew is on the grass and so are the Cadets. They 
are getting cold, wet and dirty learning new skills. 
Don’t worry they will soon be warm. Fire Control 
Orders Issued, and away they go. Charlie and 
Delta sections are pepper potting across the field 
to take out the enemy whilst giving covering fire to 
each other. The final attack, the charge and it's 
done. Quick reorg and off again to the next attack. 


  Unifrog - Did you know?

Every de Ferrers student has a Unifrog account, 
enabling exceptional careers education learning to 
take place. Now every parent/carer can also create 
an account. We will be sending an email out soon 
explaining how! 


	A message from our Principal, Mrs Bickle

