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The Sixth Form Day

a) Times of the day

b) Timetable
All Year 12 students will have the following on their timetable:

● Tutor Time - 1x 20 minute session per week.
● Lessons - 5 hours per subject per week (double award courses will have 10 hours)
● Enrichment - 1 hour per week. In this session we cover everything from study skills to

careers and relationships. It is taught in the lecture theatre with Miss Roberts.
● Targeted Study - 2 hours per week. This takes place in our Independent Study Centre

(ISC) with Mrs O’Keeffe and Miss Sessions

c) Non contact time
If students are not timetabled to be on campus they are free to complete their independent
study at home. However, we would encourage students to maximise their time on campus and
get into good habits and routines. We have many quiet study areas around the campus for
students to make good use of.

d) Arriving/leaving campus
We have one entrance/exit to the campus which is through the main reception. Students will
need to swipe in through the turnstiles as they arrive/leave Once a student arrives on campus
they are expected to remain for the full session (AM/PM) unless they have permission to leave
earlier.

e) Reporting absence
This can be reported by student or parent either via email sixthform@deferrers.com or phone
01283 372580 (option 3). An acknowledgement of this absence will then be sent to parent/s.
Students are expected to maintain a minimum of 95% attendance.

f) Teacher absence
It is not always possible to provide relevant cover teachers for sixth form lessons but we will
always do our best. On any occasion when a teacher is absent, sixth form students will be
expected to attend as normal. Work will be set and a register will be taken.

g) Catering/lunchtime
Our sixth form cafe is open from 8.15 to 1.15pm.
Students can pay for food/drink via their ID card which can be topped up using Wisepay.
Students can also pay with cash/card/contactless.

mailto:sixthform@deferrers.com


.Uniform and Equipment

a) Stationary
Students are required to attend lessons with their own stationary and equipment (this includes
a calculator, if required). We will provide exercise books/file paper (this varies from subject to
subject). Students may require additional folders to organise class notes - this will become
clear during the first lesson.

b) Text books and revision guides
Most subjects have text books that can be borrowed from the faculty. Students will have the
opportunity to purchase relevant revision guides from the academy - further details will be
provided by subject teachers. .

c) Uniform
The Academy requires all sixth form students to attend in full uniform. We encourage all
students to wear their uniform with pride both within the Academy and when they are out and
about in the local community.

Sixth Form students are required to wear:

Skirt or trousers:

- Skirts should be black and business style and fall within 5cm of the knee (as a
minimum length). Stretch material skirts are not permitted.

- Trousers should be black and business style. Jeans/leggings and other casual style
trousers are not permitted.

Shirt: White/plain style with top button.

Blazer Black business style (not suede/leather/denim), with lapels.

Tie: Sixth form design - available from the Academy.

Shoes: Black business style (pumps/trainers/casual shoes are not permitted).

Optional items

Jumper: Black plain v-necked (sixth form tie must be visible). This can be worn in addition
to the blazer but not as a substitute. Sweatshirts are not permitted.

Tights: Black/plain and opaque.

Shalwar and Kameez: Black - worn with shirt, tie and blazer.

Piercings, Tattoos and Hair Colour

- Students are allowed to wear stud earrings.
- Other piercings (e.g nose) are not permitted.
- Tattoos should not be visible.
- Hair colour should be appropriate for a business environment.



Sixth Form Homework Policy

Students should expect the rigour and style of homework set at KS5 to differ greatly from that set
at GCSE. Most students are studying 3 or 4 subjects and are expected to spend a minimum of 5
hours per week on each subject, outside of their normal timetabled lessons.  Whilst there is no
prescribed homework timetable, students should allocate time each night and/or during their
non-contact time for the completion of homework and preparation for future lessons. It is essential
that sixth form students learn to organise and prioritise their time.

The style of homework set at Key Stage 5 helps to nurture independent study skills and
encourages students to get into good study habits. Students will be set homework that helps them
to: apply their knowledge/skills/understanding, acquire new knowledge/skills/understanding and
cement existing knowledge/skills and understanding.

Homework in the sixth form will be made up of three tasks (apply/acquire/cement).

Independent learning tasks, including homework, are essential for progress and
ultimately success. Failure to submit good quality homework to the deadline will result in
students attending a ‘reactive’ hour post-academy. This is to support students getting
into good habits which are conducive to success.

Examples of homework tasks which could be set:

Purpose Examples

Apply Through a range of tasks students
independently apply what they have
learnt during lessons. It helps the
student,  and teacher, to assess how
effective their  learning has been.

∙ Exam questions
∙ Text book exercises
∙ Skills activities
∙ Essays
∙ Detailed planning for extended writing

Acquire Through independently acquiring
new  knowledge students can make
the very  most of their time in
lessons. Beginning a  lesson with a
good foundation enables students
to make more progress.

∙ Directed reading for the next lesson
∙ Directed research task
∙ Watching documentaries
∙ Listening to podcasts

Cement Through independently revisiting
class notes students can cement
their  knowledge. It also allows
them to identify areas of
weakness.

∙ Reviewing of class notes
∙ Mind mapping
∙ Creating revision material
∙ Re-reading relevant text book pages



Intervention

All students will be awarded an intervention ‘status’ (Achieve/Aspire/Support). The status is
reviewed and updated with each academic summary.  The overall status is based on the lowest
status from each of the report components (prediction, ATL, attendance and uniform). The status
system allows the academy to identify and support a student who may need additional
interventions to achieve their goals.

Attendance
This % will be taken from registration documents

Prediction
Students are monitored against their target grade set (which is based on their GCSE grades). Subject staff will
review and update predicted grades for each academic summary.

ATL (Attitude to learning)
The ATL criteria is based upon the VESPA model which identifies the qualities and actions a student should take
to support them in achieving their goals. Post 16 study is challenging and as a result the criteria, particularly the
‘Achieve’ criteria, guides students to the actions that will help them rise to the challenges of these courses.

● The ‘achieve’ criteria consists of ‘proactive tasks’ - these are not tasks a teacher would routinely set but
tasks a student would set themselves based on self-awareness and reflection. These tasks will be
personal to that student.

● The ‘aspire’ criteria consists of ‘reactive’ tasks - these are the tasks/expectations routinely set by a
teacher. These tasks/expectations will be the same for everyone in the class.

● Students who need additional help in meeting the ‘Aspire’ criteria are likely to fall into the ‘Support’
criteria.

For each category a student will receive a 1 – 4 score. Students will receive a score for each subject which will be
converted into an overall %.

https://def-academy.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/VESPA-ATL.pdf?t=1656081404


Other Useful Information

a) Parents evening
This will take place in the Spring term

b) Internal exams
These will take place in the Summer term.

c) Bikes
We have safe bike storage within our secure staff car park. We strongly advise students
travelling to the campus to use this.

d) Part time work
If a student must seek part time employment we would strongly advise on a maximum of 10
hours per week. We would also advise against late shifts as this really does affect a
student’s ability to focus in the morning, and this is when the brain should be most effective
and productive.

e) Mobile phones
Mobile phones are permitted on campus but should not be visible/heard in any timetabled
activity. At all other times we operate a respectful use policy; students who misuse their
phone will be asked to hand it over to the Support and Guidance team for safekeeping for
the rest of the day.

f) Keeping our campus tidy
We are incredibly proud of our wonderful campus! We all play a role in looking after it - all
we ask is that students put their rubbish in the bin, straighten up furniture once they have
finished with it and clean up/report any mess they may have accidentally made.

g) Contacting the sixth form team
Email: sixthform@deferrers.com
Tel: 01283 372580

● Head of Years 12/13: Mrs Karen Hulbert
● Assistant Head of Years 12/13: Mrs Kim Hobson
● Head of Campus: Miss Hannah Roberts
● Learning Mentors: Mrs Katherine O’Keeffe/Miss Gabrielle Sessions
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