
               Parent/Carer’s Guide to Assessments 
KEY STAGE 3 

Dear Parents / Carers 

From the start of the 2019/20 academic year, we will be reporting Key Stage 3 (Years 

7-9) students’ achievement in a slightly different way. Previously, we reported using a 

GCSE grade, alongside an ‘On Course Indicator’. Assigning these grades accurately, 

sometimes 5 years before a GCSE was taken, was challenging and potentially 

inconsistent.  

The new format will inform you of the academic position your son/daughter sits within 

the year group they are in, compared to their starting position. This way you can see if 

they are progressing faster, the same, or slower than their peers. To do this we will 

rank students in subjects based on recent assessment scores, as well as from their Key 

Stage 2 SATs performance and compare the two. If they are progressing at the 

expected rate, they should have a similar ranking.  For a more in depth explanation, 

please see the Assessment Guide included. 

Attitude to Learning (AtL) scores will still be reported as before - please see the 

descriptors on the back of the Academic Summary.  AtL scores remains an important 

measure of how successful your son/daughter will be in school. 

This leaflet will help guide you through the assessment system at The de Ferrers 

Academy and also explains how we will assess students throughout Key Stage 3.  It will 

also provide you with the information you will need to have a clear understanding of 

the achievement of your son/daughter. 

Your son/daughter’s academic summary is enclosed with this leaflet and we hope that 

you will find it informative. Please do not hesitate to contact your son’s/daughter’s 

Head of Year if you require further clarification on any of the information contained 

within it.  

Mr C Allen 

Vice Principal 

 In response to the changes made to the Key Stage 3 curriculum a Trust wide assessment 

system has been introduced for 2019-2020. 

 The de Ferrers Academy, as part of The de Ferrers Trust will use a rank order assessment 

system to assess and report on student progress for students in years 7, 8 and 9. 

 Faculty teams across the trust have been able to plan the number and type of assessments 

that will contribute towards each of the 3 assessment points during the year. 

 Students will be assessed using a variety of methods relevant to different subject areas e.g. 

completing an extended piece of writing, a practical experiment or an end of unit test which 

will all contribute to an overall assessment mark. 

 These marks will then be rank ordered at a year group level either with all students across 

the Trust or with all students at our own academy, as identified on the academic summary. 

 The rank order that a student is given will be compared to their rank order from their KS2 

SATS score to determine the level of progress being made when compared to other students 

in their year group. 

How will The de Ferrers Academy track the progress students are      
making? 



 Upon entering the Academy, students will be placed in a rank order with all students in 

their year group who attend The de Ferrers Trust based upon the average score of their 

English and Maths KS2 SATS.  

 For example: 

 

 

 

 

 This will be used to compare against each assessment point in each subject area to 

determine how much progress has been made. 

 Students will also be placed in a KS2 band which is intended to provide information about 

the likely GCSE grade that a student will be expected to achieve at the end of year 11,  

although subject specific target grades will be provided as students enter KS4.   

 A description of each band is detailed below.  

 For each data collection point, staff will be required to enter their assessment marks into 
the Academy’s management information system which will then generate a rank order and 
can be compared to their KS2 rank to determine a measure of progress for all students. 

 If your child is making expected progress then this will reported as “in-line” in the column 
titled “Autumn Relative Change”. 

 If your child has made more progress when compared to other students in their year 
group, then this will be labelled under “Autumn Relative Change” as being well above or 
above. 

 If your child has made less progress when compared to other students in their year group, 
then this will be labelled under “Autumn Relative Change” as being below or well below. 

 The following subjects of Art, Drama, Music, PSHE and Technology will be rank ordered 
internally at each Academy.  

 PE students will be awarded a bronze, silver or gold rating to reflect their ability, 
knowledge, skills and understanding and a review of their work completed so far. 

English Scaled Score 110     

Maths Scaled Score 98     

Total 208     

      

208 divided by 2 = an average KS2 scaled score of 104 

Band What this means 

Likely GCSE  

Grades 

A 
Students in this group were in the top 20% for performance in the 
KS2 SATs when compared to the other students in their year group. 

7, 8, 9 

B 
Students in this group were in the top 40% for performance in the 
KS2 SATs when compared to the other students in their year group. 

5, 6, 7 

C 
Students in this group were in the middle 20% for performance in 
the KS2 SATs when compared to the other students in their year 
group. 

4, 5, 6 

D 
Students in this group were in the bottom 40% for performance in 
the KS2 SATs when compared to the other students in their year 
group. 

2, 3, 4, 5 

E 
Students in this group were in the bottom 20% for performance in 
the KS2 SATs when compared to the other students in their year 
group. 

1, 2, 3, 4 



 

Academic Summary 

  
Attitude to Learning ATL 

  

 

1 

Prompt to all lessons 
Always fully prepared for the lesson  
Demonstrates a positive and polite attitude at all times to staff and peers 
Always productive, contributes fully all of the time 
Always patient  
Homework is always completed on time, to the best of their ability and response to feedback is 
positive 

  

 

2 

Prompt to all lessons 
Always fully prepared for the lesson  
Demonstrates a positive and polite attitude at all times to staff and peers  
Always productive, contributes most of the time 
Always patient  
Homework is always completed on time, usually to the best of their ability and response to 
feedback is generally positive 

   

 

3 

Prompt to most lessons 
Prepared for most lessons 
Demonstrates a positive and polite attitude for most of the time to staff and peers  
Productive for the majority of the lesson, contributes most of the time 
Generally patient  
Homework is usually completed on time to a satisfactory standard and response to feedback is 
generally positive 

  

 

4 

Late on several occasions 
A lack of preparation for lessons 
Attitude to staff and peers is inconsistent and at times is impolite 
Productive for some of the lesson and occasionally contributes 
Sometimes impatient  
Homework tasks are inconsistently completed and response to feedback is inconsistent 

  

 

5 

Regularly late to the lesson  
Rarely prepared for the lesson  
Demonstrates a negative and impolite attitude to staff and peers 
Unproductive for the majority of the lesson and reluctant to contribute 
Often impatient  
Homework is rarely completed and fails to respond to feedback 

N Not present for a sufficient number of lessons to provide a grading 
 

Academic Summaries will be issued three times per academic year and will detail the 

following: Attitude to Learning; Progress; Attendance; Lates & Detentions. 

Progress Measure What this means 

Well Above 
Students in this group are now ranked in a much higher position at this point than 
they were in their KS2 SATs. They are in the top 5% of students in the year for the 
amount of progress they have made. 

Above 
Students in this group are now ranked in a higher position at this point than they 
were in their KS2 SATs. They are in the top 20% of students in the year for the 
amount of progress they have made. 

In Line 
Students in this group are now ranked in a similar position to where they were in 
their KS2 SATs. They are making progress broadly in line with the other students in 
their year group. 

Below 
Students in this group are now ranked in a lower position at this point than they 
were in their KS2 SATs. They are in the bottom 20% of students in the year for the 
amount of progress they have made. 

Well Below 
Students in this group are now ranked in a much lower position at this point than 
they were in their KS2 SATs. They are in the bottom 5% of students in the year for 
the amount of progress they have made. 



If you are concerned about any aspects of your child’s progress you should 
firstly contact your child’s Head of Year. 

 

 

 

What Parents/Carers can do to help their child at home 

 Monitor the Academic Summary each term to identify subject areas where 

your child may be underperforming. 

 Encourage them to speak with subject teachers to see what they can do to 

improve. 

 Contact subject teachers for extra support material where you feel 

necessary. 

 Ensure your son/daughter is encouraged to attend all forms of support and 

revision sessions before academy/during form time/after academy/and 

lunchtimes.  

 Help create a sensible routine at home for completing homework. Ensure 

that there is a quiet place at home for them to work. 

 Attend Progress Review Day at the Academy so that you can meet with your 

son’s/daughter’s progress mentor and discuss matters such as progress, 

attitude, behaviour etc. 

NYA Not yet achieved - Student does not currently actively take part in lessons. 

Bronze Actively takes part in lessons/Demonstrates basic leadership qualities . 

Silver Good performer in majority of lessons/Demonstrates a range of leadership qualities. 

Gold Strong all round performer/Excels in one sport/Strong leadership qualities. 

PE Awards 


