
Non Examined Assessment  Launch
(what used to be called coursework)

Key Take Aways 
• The non- examined assessment (NEA) is worth 50% of your overall Design and Technology GCSE

• You are required to design and make a new product to meet the demands of a given design brief.

• At the end of the course you are expected to submit a portfolio (maximum of 40 pages) and a shop quality prototype.

• The portfolio is made up of five different sections; you will be issued weekly deadlines to help you to complete this document. 

• The design brief which you have been issued this year is Nature and the Environment.  
• The document below discusses the brief in more detail, and discusses what we need you to do, so that we can make a prompt start on your 

coursework in September

Nature and the Environment. 

What do I need to do next? 

The first thing you need to decide on is a problem which you want to solve within this context. 
Below you will see a list of potential topics and an example problem. 

• Encouraging wildlife in to a garden (bird boxes, bug hotels, tools and equipment) 

• Outdoor education and exploration (education guides, games, pop up books) 

• Encouraging visitors to explore outdoors (leaflets, promotion, fundraising boxes) 

• Outdoor hobbies and leisure time. (Walking, cycling, rowing equipment) 

• Recycling and reducing litter (bio materials, bins, litter pickers, posters) 

• Making the outdoors accessible for all (inclusive design, ergonomics) 

• Maps and sharing local information (maps for children, leaflets, posters)  

• Camping and encouraging family time. (Equipment, games) 

Example Problem 

An understanding and appreciation of wildlife is important for young children. As a 
result, Mr Collier wants to encourage more wildlife in to his garden for his young son 
to explore. 

1. Over the summer break we want you to research and establish your own design problem, 
within the the context of nature and the environment. 


2. When you have established a suitable problem, produce a mood board full of images which 
relate to your given problem. For example, the problem above would contain images of 
gardens, wildlife, current products (bird boxes/ bug hotels), education resources.


3. Complete a short client interview, asking 5 questions to help you find out more information. 
For the example above, you could ask Mr Collier; What wildlife do you want in the garden? 
How much are you willing to spend? What do you want your son to learn about? What 
aesthetic styles would suit your garden? Use ACCESSFMM to help you.


Please complete the above summer tasks on a keynote document (iPad). There is no expectation 
that you will have printed this before we see you. 

Your Summer Task

(Remember: if you do graphics, your project should be graphic based. If you do all materials, your project should be based around your workshop skills)
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