
Ethics Faculty, Religious Studies – Intent, Implementation and Impact 

Aim 

Our aim is to enrich our students through a thought-provoking curriculum that offers 
distinctive opportunities to promote student’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development. This allows them to gain a better understanding of the world around 
them creating rounded students who have respect for other peoples’ views and 
celebrate the diversity in society. We aim to encourage and develop key attitudes 
including curiosity and wonder, commitment, fairness, respect and open-mindness. 
We also will ensure there is a clear focus on developing key skills and knowledge 
required for our Ethics subjects. In particular, students are introduced to higher order 
skills, such as evaluation and analysis from an early age as these skills are 
fundamental to their success, both in Ethics subjects and also across the wider 
curriculum. 

Intent 

Religion at all levels offers students the opportunity to:  

• Adopt and enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religions.  
• Explore religions and beliefs, reflect on fundamental questions, engage with 

them intellectually and respond personally.  
• Present their own ideas more clearly, confidently and logically.  
• Learn the following, specified skills: to investigate, to develop empathy, to 

express, to recall, select and organise material; to analyse and explain the 
relevance and application of a religion; to offer a balanced argument by 
evaluating different responses to religious, philosophical and moral issues.  

• Learn to work independently and with others.  
• Recognise the value and responsible use that Religion plays within society.  

 

Implementation 

Teaching Sequence of Lesson: 

Our curriculum is underpinned by Rosenshine’s “Principles of Instruction” (2012), 
namely that: 
 

1. At the start of each topic, a form of pre-assessment should be carried out, to 
enable students to demonstrate prior learning and teachers to refine their 
lessons using this information.   

2. Lessons will begin with a short 5-10 minute ‘Do it Now’ task that is based on 
previously covered content, from both recent and more distant lessons. This 
will be a systematic, pre-planned approach to retrieval using a spaced 
interleaved schedule.  
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3. New material should be presented in small steps, providing opportunities for 
student practice after each step.  The “Backwards teaching” model is one 
suggested way of meeting this objective. 
 

4. Ask a large number of questions, in more depth (e.g. ask each student 2 
questions) and endeavour to check responses from all students, e.g. using 
strategies such as mini whiteboards/iPads. Regular questioning helps 
students practice new information and also connect new material in their own 
“scheme” with their prior learning. 

 
5. Providing models and worked examples (e.g. WAGOLLS and WABOLLS) 

which helps students to solve problems and reach solutions more quickly. 
 

6. Effective teachers provide students with temporary supports and scaffolds to 
assist them when attempting high-challenge tasks. 

 
7. Lessons will then end with an ‘exit ticket’ as an assessment for learning tool 

 
Benefits of these approaches will be: 

1.     Improve students’ long-term retention of key knowledge. 
2.     To improve transfer of knowledge between topics and reduce cognitive 

load. 
3.     To enable students to select the appropriate response from a variety of 

different, interleaved questions (as per examinations) rather than simply 
providing solutions to “Blocked” sets of questions from one topic (Rohrer, 
Derrick and Burgess, 2014). 

 

Key Stage 3: 

Year 7 - The first unit in Year 7 is entitled ‘Thinking about God’. This allows us to 
assess their prior knowledge from KS2 in the initial lessons of main features of the 
world religions and to then explore in more detail what Christians, Sikhs and Muslims 
believe about God. This then informs teachers on their starting points and 
encourages any misconceptions to be addressed. We have chosen these 3 religions 
as a focus as they are the religious groups our students are most likely to have 
contact within their local community. The second unit is entitled ‘Journey of Life’. We 
start by getting students to consider their own journey of life so far and then then 
analyse the concepts of birth, marriage and death all from a Christian, Islam and 
Sikh point of view. The final unit in year 7 is ‘Christianity’. Within this unit we use 
prior knowledge attained from our previous units and explore Christian beliefs and 
practices in more detail using key enquiry questions to inform our lessons for 
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example, ‘What did Jesus teach?’, ‘How do Christians worship in a Church?’ and 
‘How do Christians remember Jesus’ death?’.  
 
Year 8 - We start Year 8 with a unit on ‘Islam’ as this is a religion students are likely 
to have contact with in their local community. We begin by exploring prior learning 
from our units in Year 7 through completing recall activities. Within this unit, students 
will explore in depth beliefs and practices within Islam and be able to answer enquiry 
questions such as ‘Who was Muhammed?’, ‘Why is having a declaration to Allah 
everyday important?’ and ‘Why is the Mosque important for Muslims?’. Our next unit 
‘Inspirational People’ allows students to explore a range of key religious characters 
from the past and present and make connections between their faith and the social 
action they took to regarding Human Rights. We start this unit by getting students to 
analyse what is meant by an inspiration person and to think about their inspiration. 
We then explore 5 Inspirational people in depth (Gandhi, Martin Luther King, 
Malcolm X, Nelson Mandela and Mother Teresa) and compare and contrast their 
actions. The final unit in Year 8 is ‘Sikhism’ as this is a religion our students are likely 
to have contact with in their local community. We begin by exploring prior learning 
from our units in Year 7 through completing recall activities. Within this unit, students 
will explore in depth beliefs and practices within Sikhism and be able to answer 
enquiry questions such as ‘How is respect and equality shown in the Gurdwara?, 
‘How is Vaisakhi and Diwali celebrated?’ and ‘Who founded Sikhism?’. 
 
Year 9 - Our first unit in Year 9 is ‘Good and Evil’ whereby students investigate some 
of the big questions in RS – What is Evil?  Why do bad things happen to good 
people? Did God cause suffering? This type of question requires a more mature 
attitude but also for students to have more developed skills of analysis and 
evaluation, so this is left towards the very end of the Key Stage. This is also linked to 
the Holocaust which complements their studies in History at this point of the year 
and build upon the unit of Human Rights, delivered in year 8 Citizenship. The second 
unit our Year 9s do is ‘Science and Ethics’, as with the previous unit this unit also 
require a more mature attitude when exploring issues such as animal rights, 
abortion, cryonics, IVF and cloning. We also consider the key questions such as; are 
religion and science in conflict and what is the debate between the sanctity and 
quality of life within the unit. The last Year 9 unit we deliver is ‘Buddhism’. The 
rationale behind this is that it has more difficult concepts of enlightenment, cessation 
of suffering, symbolism and mindful living, this was felt more appropriate to deliver 
with more mature students.  Similarly, the question is posed “why is Buddhism 
becoming more popular” which has links to the issues raised in the Active 
Citizenship campaign, as well as more generally in the Y7 & 8 Values programme. 

Key Stage 4: 

Teacher A – Paper 1 Christianity 
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• Christian Beliefs – In this unit students will explore the nature of God, the 
incarnation of Jesus and their roles within the Trinity. In addition to this they 
will explore the Creation of the universe and humanity. 
 

• Living the Christian Life – In this unit students will study the concepts of 
worship, the sacraments, prayer, pilgrimage, Christian celebrations, the local 
and worldwide church. Students will use this knowledge to learn how these 
practises help Christians develop their faith.  
 
 

• Marriage and the family – In this unit students will study the concepts of 
marriage, the family, the roles of men and women in the family and families in 
the local parish. In addition to this they will discuss the issue of contraception, 
sexual relationships, divorce and gender prejudice and discrimination. 
 

• Matters of life and death – In this unit students will find out what Christians 
believe about scientific explanations of the origins of the universe, the sanctity 
of life, death and the afterlife. In addition to this they will discuss the issue of 
abortion, euthanasia and sanctity of life. Furthermore, students will also 
engage with non-religious explanations for the origins and value of human life.  

Teacher B – Paper 2  

• Muslim Beliefs – in this unit students will explore the nature of God, the life of 
the Prophet. In addition to this they will explore the Creation of the universe 
and humanity.  
 

• Living the Muslim Life – in this unit studies will study the concepts of worship, 
prayer, pillars of Islam, Islamic celebrations, the local and worldwide 
Mosques. Students will use this knowledge to learn how these practises help 
Muslims develop their faith.  
 

• Crime and Punishment – in this unit students will study the nature of crime, 
causes and appropriate forms of punishments. Students will use sources of 
authority and beliefs to discuss attitudes towards punishment and forgiving 
law breakers.  
 

• Peace and Conflict – in this unit students will study attitudes to war and peace 
and the theory of a holy war. Students will use sources of authority and beliefs 
to discuss attitudes towards war and peaceful negotiations.  

 

Key Stage 5: 

Teacher A Teacher A Teacher B 
Philosophy Ethics 

 

Christianity and 
Dialogues 
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Argument for the 
existence of God 

Normative ethical theories Sources of wisdom and 
authority 

Evil and suffering Application of ethical 
theories to human life and 
death 

God 

Religious experience Application of ethical 
theories to non-human life 
and death 

Self, death and afterlife  

Religious language Meta ethics Good conduct and key 
moral principles 

Miracles Free will and moral 
responsibility 

Expressions of religious 
identity  

Self, death and the 
afterlife 

Conscience Christianity, gender and 
sexuality 

 Benthan and Kant Christianity and science 
  Christianity and the 

challenge of 
secularisation 

  Christianity, migration and 
religious pluralism 

 

Impact 

Students will have good knowledge and understanding of the topics studied. 
Students will be able to use subject specific language confidently. They will be able 
to make connections with their lives and the lives of others. They can explain the 
symbolism of religion and its importance.  

Concepts and skills developed in Key Stage 3 will provide inflexible knowledge which 
will allow students to make connections to learning in Key Stage 4 and 5. This will 
help nurture students passion for the study of religion, paving the way for higher 
education at A Level and further study at Degree Level. Students will have a 
thorough understanding of religious, philosophical and ethical viewpoints. This will be 
demonstrated in class discussions, revisiting and through end of unit tests and 
answering questions in timed conditions. Exam questions will be set as part of 
homework and peer/self-assessed in lessons.  

Students understanding of religion and religious affairs will be demonstrates in class 
discussions, retrieval exercises and through end of topic tests. Samples of assessments are 
created and moderated across the Trust, this ensures students can implement knowledge 
and skills in a consistent manner and build confidence.  
 
This will be evidenced by book scrutiny, moderation of assessments, formal and summative 
assessments and student’s response to whole class feedback.  
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