
NEWSLETTER 
JUNE   2022

NEWSLETTER JUNE
2022

WORK HARD
BE KIND
CHOOSE WISELY

Proud to be part of

The de
Ferrers
Trust



NEWSLETTER 
JUNE   2022

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Welcome to the summer edition of our newsletter, 

which again showcases the many strengths and 

opportunities students are involved with both inside 

and outside the classroom.  

This year has flown by so fast as we say goodbye 

to Year 11 and 13 and say ‘hello’ to our newest 

members of the de Ferrers family.  I have been 

super impressed with the way our students have 

stepped up with the examinations and also seen 

first hand how Year 6 are working on some bridging 

project ready to join us in September - exciting 

times.  We are over subscribed for Year 7 next year.

I really want everyone to finish this academic year 

on a positive note - focussing on our values; hence 

my choice of inspiration quote.  Yes, school is about 

getting the best qualifications you can, but it is also 

about being the best person you can be and that 

involves give and take.  Being a reflection of your 

true self, being positive and kind will always get you 

far in life.

So, please enjoy this edition, celebrate the 

positives  and the rest of this term.

Best wishes 

BE A REFLECTION OF WHAT YOU’D LIKE TO RECEIVE.  IF 
YOU WANT LOVE, GIVE LOVE.  IF YOU WANT TRUTH, BE 
TRUTHFUL.  IF YOU WANT RESPECT, GIVE RESPECT.  WHAT 
YOU GIVE OUT WILL ALWAYS RETURN

BY KRISTEN BUTLER



NEWSLETTER 
JUNE   2022

Lesley Wells
(Chair of The de Ferrers 
Academy Local Governing Body)

CHAIR OF DFA MESSAGE

As I write this, the external exams are drawing to 
a close, the weather is improving and everyone’s 
attention is turning to the summer holidays and will 
they manage to get a break this summer. If you get 
a break this summer, I hope you are able to relax 
and enjoy it.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our 
leavers the very best with their results and I sincerely 
hope they  are reflective of your efforts and help you 
to achieve your ambitions.

To the staff leaving us, I wish you the very best in 
your future lives and thank you for everything you 
have done whilst with us.

To everyone remaining at school please remember 
that the term end is when work stops for a few 
weeks and in line with Michele Obama I ask that 
you endeavour to make best use of every minute 
until then.

My thanks are also extended to the wider de Ferrers 
family for everything they have contributed to benefit 
our students and support their teachers and staff this 
year and I look forward to working with you again 
next year. 

Finally, but by no means least, every member of the 
staff has given their utmost this year throughout all 
the ups, downs and uncertainties and I thank them 
most profusely. 

Let’s hope for a ’normal’ year, whatever that is!

THE ONLY LIMIT TO THE HEIGHT OF YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS IS THE 
REACH OF YOUR DREAMS AND YOUR WILLINGNESS TO WORK 
FOR THEM. BY MICHELLE OBAMA
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DOVE CAMPUS NEWS

The 30 students on our Dove Voice committee continue to do 
a fantastic job in representing the views of the students and 
helping to shape developments in school. In our most recent 
meeting students met with our Careers Lead, Mrs Land to 
explore our future plans and pathway to support students 
with their future career aspirations as they move through 
the academy. We are delighted that all students now have 
full access to our careers platform Unifrog. Engagement has 
been excellent, with students able to research any manner 
of career pathways and complete questionnaires to guide 
and support potential opportunities for their future.

It has been a busy and enjoyable 
term for our Year 7 & 8 students 
on Dove. With so many exciting 
things happening and a wide range 
of opportunities available to our 
students, I am mindful that this is the 
first “normal” Summer term our Year 
7 and 8 students have experienced 
since they were in Years 4 and 5 
respectively. Whilst we are planning 
in both the short and long term to 
ensure that we are addressing any 
gaps that may be present as a result 
of the past 2 years, it is great to see 
in the here and now students able to 
enjoy themselves freely on the field 
at lunchtime and engage in activities 
during this time of year that they 
have not had the opportunity to do 
so for the past 3 years. 

In addition to what happens within the 

classroom, we place great emphasis 
on, and are very proud of, our wider 
personal development programme 
within the academy. This range of 
additional opportunities helps our 
young people to develop into the well 
rounded people that will serve our 
community in the future. We have 
been able to return to face to face 
assemblies since March which has 
allowed us in person (rather than via 
a screen!) to explore topics in recent 
weeks such as careers, kindness, 
key safeguarding priorities, mental 
health, respect and the platinum 
jubilee. We have also welcomed a 
number of guest speakers into the 
academy this term (more details on 
this are available below) and I can’t 
wait for the academy production of 
We Will Rock You in July – get your 
tickets now!

At the time of writing we are just 
about to start our transition visits 
for the 410 Year 6 children who will 
be joining us in September. We are 
all looking forward to meeting and 
getting to know each and every one 
of them. We also have the Year 7 
parents evening coming up on 
Thursday 30th June (save the date - 
more details to follow in due course) 
and we look forward to engaging with 
you at this and other events coming 
up next term.

Head of Campus update

Dove Voice update 
For the past 2 years our students 
on Trent Campus have worked 
with Think for The Future (TFTF) 
an external provider who deliver a 
behaviour and resilience mentoring 
programme with students. We are 
delighted to have extended our 
partnership with TFTF who are 
now, for the first time, working with 
our Dove students to deliver a co-
ordinated programme of workshops 
each week which have a different 
set of goals and objectives for each 
of the 5 groups engaging with the 
programme currently. Student feedback has been fantastic and 
we are delighted with the way in which the programme has started 
this term!

We are continuing to deliver targeted Maths and English 
intervention to students through the My Tutor online tutoring 
programme. Students are working online with highly skilled, 
professional tutors and the progress gains seen have been 
remarkable for many of those involved – well done and keep it up!

Supporting Students

Mr D Lovell
Vice Principal 

Head of Dove Campus

We have recently updated our uniform guidelines 
and expectations to provide greater clarity on 
our academy uniform. Your support in continuing 
to uphold our high standards of dress is greatly 
appreciated. 
Please take a look at https://www.deferrers.
com/59/uniform. Should you have any queries 
please contact the relevant year team.

Uniform expectations
Mental health Music presentation for all students – 13th June
Year 8 National Careers Challenge – 15th June
Year 7 National Careers Challenge – 16th June
Year 8 Let’s Pitch It workshop – 20th June

Year 7 Parents Evening – 30th June (3:15pm – 6:15pm)
Academy Production – 8th & 9th July
Sports Day – 15th July

Events coming up…

https://www.deferrers.com/59/uniform
https://www.deferrers.com/59/uniform
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DOVE CAMPUS NEWS & UPDATES
GUEST SPEAKERS TO DOVE

STEALING  DREAMS

We have had a number of guest speakers visit 
us on Dove this term, helping us to deliver some 
really important messages to students. Just 
before Easter all students had a presentation on 
road safety, focusing on both walking and cycling 
safely in the community. We were delighted that 
Staffordshire County Council’s Road Safety 
Team were finally able to visit us for the first time 
in 3 years after numerous postponements due 
to COVID. We also continue to benefit from an 
excellent relationship with our local Police and 
Community Policing teams who visited us to 
raise awareness with students of current trends 
and concerns in the local community. We are 
very grateful for them working with us to inform 
and educate our students so they are able to 
stay safe and be aware of what is happening 
in the world around us. Students also had the 
opportunity to watch a moving and powerful 
presentation from the New Vic Theatre in Stoke-
on-Trent. This docu-drama, funded through 
Staffordshire County Council, called Stealing 
Dreams highlighted the dangers of knife crime 
to our young people.

Thank you to Staffordshire County Council 
and AMS Sports who provided us with Easter 
activity packs for students through a grant 
obtained by Mrs Glover. We had bats, balls, 
and ropes everywhere! 

Easter activity packs for students
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DOVE HUB NEWS
Students in Dove Hub have been taking part in our 
mindfulness colouring and getting ready for the Jubilee 
celebrations.

Mindfulness

Homework support is also available in both 
our Hub and Learning centre before and 
after school. Our TAs / ISAs offer one to 
one support if required across all subjects.
Please feel free to join us.

Homework support

Dove Hub has a variety of games such as giant Connect 
four, Jenga, Cluedo and Bop it that students can play during 
break and lunch times. This gives them great opportunities 
to interact with their peers. Dove Hub also offers students 
the opportunity to have a calm space to spend their break 
and lunch times.

Break

HUB GAMES
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TRENT CAMPUS NEWS

It was great to see lots of students take advantage 
of the Easter and May half term revision programme. 
Over 250 Year 11 students attended extra sessions 
during the holidays and found them hugely supportive 
and beneficial.

We are pleased to 
continue with the 
excellent support 
programme that we 
have on the Trent 
campus. There 
are 40+ additional 
sessions a week 
currently running 
a n d  a r e  n o w 
available for Year 
9 & 10 to access if 
they need additional 
support. If students 
a r e  t a r g e t e d , 
correspondence 
will be emailed to 
parents & carers. 
We really do encourage students to access the 
additional support if targeted.

Trent campus ELOs 
(Extended Learning Opportunity)

Year 11 Easter & May
half term revision:

Dennis Coleman, an upcoming exceptional musical artist, 
visited the academy this week and performed songs to 
Years 9 & 10. Dennis also spoke to the students about 
Mental Health and gave positive strategies that he 
personally found useful. Dennis, who has recently finished 
a tour with Little Mix, was a real hit with both the staff and 
students

Mental Health workshop
Dennis Coleman

SPECIAL OFFERS ON THE EVENING 
An 8x6 inch mounted photo to take home for only £6 

Three 8x6 inch mounted photos to take home for only £15 
A 12x8 inch photo to take home for only £15 

Two 12x8 inch photos to take home for only £25 

Great news! We’re bringing our  
professional portrait studio to your 
prom. Throughout the evening we’ll 
take individual, couple and group  

photos for you to buy. We can accept 
payment by cash, card or mobile 

phone 

M3AL 

Year 11 Prom
We are really 
looking forward 
to celebrating 
the end of an era 
for our current 
Year 11 students 
at the prom on 
Saturday 16th 
July at Burton 
Albion. There 
are more than 
200 tickets sold 
already and we 
are proud to 
subsidise this 
event for our 
Pupil Premium 
cohort free of 
charge. 
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TRENT CAMPUS NEWS

The National Enterprise Challenge recently took place at the 
academy  involving 150 students from Year 7 – 10 Students 
worked together in teams of six on projects  which involved 
solving, design, marketing , communication, culminating in 
a presentation to a judging panel. The winning teams from 
each year group will now represent the academy at the 
grand finals being held in Birmingham on July 7th. We wish 
them the very best of luck.

Two big highlights of the sporting calendar this term 
was the success of both the Year 9 & 10
football teams, both winning the Staffordshire County 
football cup.

Mr Moran (Head of Year 9) and Mr Atwal coach the 
Year 9 team.

Trent sporting success Year 9 & 10 National 
Careers Challenge

Mr Easton (Head of Year 10) coaches the Year 10 
team.

Clearly having Heads of Year as coaches has it’s additional 
benefits.
Both teams went head to head on Thursday evening in a 
‘cup winners cup’ friendly.

The Year 10 team proved that age has its advantages at 
times as they came out 4 – 0 victors against the passionate 
Year 9 team.

Well done to both teams, the academy is incredibly proud 
of your achievements!

The Year 10 virtual parents evening takes place on 
Thursday 14 July 2022. More information will be sent 
to all parents & carers in the coming weeks.

Year 10 Virtual parents evening

A reminder of the academy uniform expectations can 
be found here. https://www.deferrers.com/uniform

Uniform expectations

There will be lots more exciting 
opportunities in the pipeline for the 
students on Trent. I look forward to being 
part of these positive experiences for 
them all going forward.

 https://www.deferrers.com/uniform
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TRENT CAMPUS NEWS
Please see the PPE examination timetable for Year 10 
commenting on Friday 17th June 2022
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TRENT CAMPUS NEWS & UPDATES

EVENT COMING SOON
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SIXTH FORM CAMPUS NEWS

We have celebrated both Eid and Mother Language 
day this term. We decorated the SFC, including an 
Eid balloon display in the front window, and sent an 
email to all the students saying “Hello” and “Welcome” 
in all 19 different languages that are spoken at the 
Sixth Form Centre to raise awareness and embrace 
the diversity we have at the Sixth form. 

Just before we broke up for Easter we 
held our annual careers week on the 
campus. Over the course of the week 
we welcomed 30 visitors into lessons 
who delivered presentations on what 
it’s like to pursue a range of different 

careers and university courses. 
We were visited by apprenticeship 
providers, university lecturers, 
outreach teams, ex-students and 
professionals from a range of 
careers including Amazon, the NHS, 

Staffordshire Police, StaffordShire 
Fire and Rescue, East Staffs Borough 
Council and the British Business 
Bank.

Careers Week 

Eid and Mother 
Language Day 

To celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, 
staff and students have crafted a wonderful 
window display which has been catching the 
eye of every passerby on Waterloo Street 
We also held a jubilee bake-off with entries 
from staff and students. The overall winners 
were Mrs Hobson and Mrs Winebloom with 
Matthew Harrison winning the ‘Best Overall 
Appearance’ category. Many thanks to Mrs 
Bickle for such professional judging!

Jubilee

LANGUAGE DAY BANNERS
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PC Simon Walker and PCSO Wes Mighty delivered an 
enrichment session to Year 12 students covering a range of 
issues affecting young people in the local area, these ranged 
from driving offences to knife crime. Students received great 
advice on staying safe and looking after each other. Simon and 
Wes are now familiar faces on the campus and are working in 
partnership with the academy to keep students safe.  

Police
Becky from Edge Hill 
delivered an enrichment 
session on personal 
statements to Year 12 
students. Her presentation 
covered the basics in terms 
of content and structure, as 
well as some top tips for 
getting started. She also 
gave some great advice 
on personal statement and 
CV enhancing activities 
that students could get 
involved in and how to use such experiences to demonstrate key 
skills that have been developed to universities and employers.

Edge Hill University

SIXTH FORM CAMPUS NEWS

Natalie Greening from the Alzheimer’s 
Society joined us on the campus to 
raise awareness of Alzeimers and 
Dementia and to offer information and 
support to students. Natalie then spent 
some time with the Year 12 Health 
and Social Care students to discuss 
her role in the community and what 
support she provides. She provided 
lots of information and insight to the 
students that related to their studies. 

Alzheimers Society

Anna from the sexual 
health prevention team 
is a regular visitor 
to the campus. To 
encourage more student 
engagement we hosted 
a coffee morning for 
her last visit. Free tea/
coffee and biscuits were 
available whilst students 
could chat informally 
with Anna. The morning 
was a real success!

Sexual health coffee morning 

Ollie from Nottingham Trent University delivered an enrichment 
session on student finance and budgeting to Year 12 students. Ollie 
talked through the costs that are involved, how the repayments 
work and the funding that is available to support students with 
continuing their education. He also gave some great budgeting 
advice to help students transition into independent living. 

Nottingham Trent University 

Suppor t  Staffordshi re  is  an 
organisation that matches volunteers 
to organisations in Staffordshire. Zoe 
from Support Staffordshire ran a drop 
in session at lunchtime for students 
who were keen to ‘give a little, and 
gain a lot’! This is a great organisation 
offering a wide variety of volunteering 
opportunities from youth work, to 
gardening, to office work and much 
more!

Support Staffordshire

We have worked closely with SARAC for a number of years. Our 
students have been offered the opportunity to become a Young 
Person’s Ambassador. Here’s what one of them has to say: I am 
Phoebe Edwards, a SARAC young person’s ambassador. Sarac’s 
vision is living in a world free of sexual violence and being a young 
person’s ambassador gives young people the opportunity to help 
achieve this aim by working with schools (including de Ferrers) to 
provide education and raise awareness on sexual violence, through 

drop in sessions, assemblies and notice boards, for example. I 
have received training, including on healthy relationships, child 
sexual exploitation and image based sexual abuse. This all helps in 
raising awareness on sexual abuse and reducing the likelihood of 
young people being affected by sexual violence. A large part of the 
work at SARAC consists of not only connecting with our community, 
but also challenging societal attitudes that both condone and 
collude with sexual violence.

SARAC 

Congratulations to Alex Yolshina-Cash (Y12) 
who has been selected for the Junior Euro 
Squad following achieving a gold medal in the 
London Open Gymnastics competition last 
weekend and receiving medals in the English 
and British competitions earlier this year. 

WELL DONE TO……
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MATHS NEWS & UPDATES

Haris Parakath

de Ferrers Academy

On Thursday 28th April, 37 students 
from Years 7 and 8 took part in the 
2022 Junior Maths Challenge run by 
the United Kingdom Mathematics 
Trust.

In Year 8, Haris Parakath, Theo 
O’Brien and Khubaib Khatana 
achieved a Gold certificate, whilst 
Simon Leung, Skyla Campbell, 
Gabriel Guerrero, Megan Nobbs, 
Sarah Wooding and Eamon Alsaffar 

all achieved a Silver certificate. 
Bronze certificates were awarded 
to Sam Watts, Jayami Hewawasan 
Ranaweerage, Sophie Christopher, 
Will Philliskirk, Cerys Evans and Lena 
Sienkiewicz.

In Year 7, Harry Fitton achieved 
a Gold certificate, whilst Aaron 
Smirnovs, Charlie Edwards, Daniil 
Borisovs and Liam Atkinson achieve 
a Silver certificate. James Causer, 

Daniel Perkins, Harshpreet Bhathal, 
Maraki Horton and Nikodem Kmiec 
achieved a Bronze certificate.

Certificates will be given out shortly to 
these students. Congratulations to all 
who participated! 

You can find questions and answers 
to the 2022 Junior Maths Challenge 
on the UKMT website here.

Junior Maths Challenge 

https://www.ukmt.org.uk/competitions/solo/intermediate-mathematical-challenge/archive
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MEET THE MATHS TEAM
MR RILEY
Mr Riley is the Director of Learning for 
Mathematics. Originally from Derby, 
he went to school in Staffordshire and 
graduated from Sheffield University 
with a degree in Economics, before 
completing his teacher training at 
the University of Wolverhampton. 
He joined de Ferrers in 2011 as a 
teacher of Mathematics (and occa-
sionally Economics). His favourite 
Mathematical topic is infinity and the 
mind-blowing idea of there being var-
ious sizes of infinity.
 
Personal interests include cycling 
and running, where he is regularly 
(but not always) beaten by Mr Cook. 
He takes fantasy football far too 
seriously.
 
Currently reading: Abaddon’s Gate by James S.A. Corey.
Favourite book: Catch 22 by Joseph Heller.

MISS BOLLA
Joined the Academy in 2015, 
having earned her first degree 
in Mathematics with Astronomy 
BSc (Hons) from the University 
of Leicester. Since her time at de 
Ferrers, she has completed an MA 
Education from the University of 
Nottingham, with her dissertation 
on self-belief and Mathematics 
being published on the University 
Library for all to admire! Miss Bolla 
is the Key Stage 3 Leader and 
recently completed her National 
Professional Qualification for 
Middle Leadership.
Her favourite area of Maths is 
Statistics as she loves how different Probability Distributions 
fit various real-life scenarios… she hates when people misuse 
statistics! Her hobbies outside of loving Maths teaching include 
fashion, beauty and telling people they should wear SPF 
regardless of the season.
Currently reading: Brown Girl Like Me by Jaspreet Kaur and 
Empireland by Sathnam Sanghera.

MR TAYLOR
Mr Taylor studied Mathematics and 
Astrophysics at the University of 
Sheffield, and did his PGCE in maths 
teaching there as well. He is currently 
Key Stage 4 leader for maths and 
will complete his Masters in Expert 
Teaching in July. 
His favourite area of maths is algebra, 
specifically solving equations as 
he loves the methodical nature of 
equations and how each one is like 
a mini puzzle that needs solving. His 
hobbies include watching football, 
playing football, talking about football, 
and wearing white socks with black 
shoes. 
Favourite book: A Brief History of Time by Stephen Hawking. 

MR WIGGINS
Mr Wiggins studied Mathematics at 
the University of Birmingham and 
went on to complete a PGDipEd 
in Secondary Mathematics. More 
recently he completed a National 
Award for Middle Leaders (NAML) and 
is currently studying towards an NPQ 
in Leading Teacher Development. He 
really, really enjoys learning about 
learning.
His favourite mathematical topic is 
the vast world of trigonometry; due 
to the fact many of the theorems and 
concepts were created earlier than 
300BC fascinates him! Even with 
the technologies that we have today, 
we are still in awe of the work by Hipparchus, Claudius Ptolemy 
and Pythagoras. He wishes they were around now so they could 
have YouTube channels.
He enjoys participating and creating pub quizzes because 
knowledge is power. He also loves watching crime dramas; 
Columbo being his personal favourite - that guy is a true genius.
Favourite book: The ABC Murders by Agatha Christie.
Currently reading: all things Julia Donaldson with his daughter 
(or at least that’s what he tells people).
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MEET THE MATHS TEAM
MR COOK
Joined The de Ferrers Academy in 
2017 having studied Mathematics 
BSc (Hons) at The University of 
Nottingham. He teaches KS3, 
KS4, KS5 and Level 2 Further 
Mathematics. He loves solving 
geometric problems, which means 
Trigonometry is his favourite 
topic to teach. He particularly 
enjoys presenting students with 
challenging angle problems and 
hearing them stumble their way 
to a solution. His hobbies include 
running (quicker than Mr Riley...), 
reading, snowboarding and 
supporting the magnificent Grimsby 
Town. 
Favourite book: Red Rising (whole series) by Pierce Brown - 
they’re a bit like Hunger Games but in space, which is really cool.

MISS WILKINSON
Miss Wilkinson joined in 2021 and 
previously attended Nottingham 
Trent University to study 
Psychology, as she was interested 
in why people do things. She is still 
looking for the answer. During her 
degree, she is 98% sure she fell in 
love with statistics! Miss Wilkinson 
has always appreciated the use of 
bars, charts and graphs as they 
allowed her to fully understand 
new concepts.
Outside of teaching, she loves 
shopping and listening to podcasts 
about navigating life as a young 
woman. One of her hobbies is 
walks in the Peak District, as she 
enjoys discussing gradients of hills.
Favourite book: Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail 
Honeyman.

MR PHILLIPS
Joined the Academy in 2019 as 
a Teacher of Mathematics. Mr 
Phillips teaches across all three 
Key Stages including Level 2 
Further Maths. Mr Phillips attended 
the University of Keele where 
he studied Mathematics then 
later attended the University of 
Nottingham where he achieved a 
Master’s in Gravity, Particles and 
Fields. His favourite Mathematical 
topic is differential calculus because 
of the far-reaching applications but 
it does have its limits. His current 
obsessions involve activities such 
as bouldering, snooker and escape 
rooms. 
Current book: The Martian by Andy Weir.

MR DUNBAR
Mr Dunbar joined the academy 
in 2021 to teach KS3 and KS4 
mathematics. Previously Mr Dunbar 
worked as an electrician - wiring up 
people’s houses and fixing electrical 
faults -before completing a degree 
in Electrical Engineering at the 
University of Birmingham. This 
led to him working for the Derby-
based train manufacturing company 
Bombardier for four years before 
retraining to become a teacher. Mr 
Dunbar’s favourite maths topic to 
teach is trigonometry as it has lots 
of uses in engineering. Mr Dunbar 
is a big music fan and loves lots of 
genres including hip-hop, soul, indie 
and electronic music. Mr Dunbar also likes to travel abroad 
or go camping in the UK in his campervan!
 
Favourite book: Fermat’s Last Theorem by Simon Singh.

MRS GALLOWAY
Mrs Galloway joined the Academy 
in 2011. She studied English and 
Classical Studies at the University 
of Wales, Aberystwyth. She chose 
to complete her PGCE through 
Nottingham University through 
their School Centered Initial 
Teacher Training course, preferring 
the “learning on the job” style of this 
course...it’s fair to say, she’s not 
stopped learning on the job with 
every day being different from the 
last. Her favourite Mathematical 
topic to teach is solving linear 
equations because it’s challenging to 
accept that you complete the 
inverse of everything you physically see. 
Mrs Galloway enjoys reading in her spare time and, through her 
love of the Great British Sewing Bee, has retrieved the sewing 
machine out of the attic to try her hand at dress making. A simple 
top will be the first pattern she will tackle and then, who knows 
where this will lead?
Favourite book: The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold

MR SHEMAR
Mr Shemar started teaching in 
1992, having completed a degree 
in Economics at Salford University 
and teacher training at Sheffield 
University.  He has had the pleasure 
of teaching in 5 schools, teaching 
students from Key stage 3 to Key 
stage 5, gaining a lot of experience 
and knowledge from preparing 
students for GCSE and A level 
exams. His favourite part of maths 
is problem solving, particularly the 
Maths challenge material which is 
thought provoking and requires 
pooling different branches of maths. 
He can easily wile away an hour 
trying to find a solution which is always simple and elegant. 
Two popular maths books he has enjoyed reading recently 
are The Numbers Mysteries by Marcus Du Sautoy and 50 
Mathematical Ideas You Really Need to Know by Tony Crilly.
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MEET THE MATHS TEAM
MRS GORMAN
Joined the academy at the turn 
of the last millennium having 
completed a Mathematics and 
Education degree at Loughborough 
University.  She now works part-
time as a Mathematics teacher and 
particularly enjoys teaching solving 
equations but avoids teaching any 
circle topics as there is just no point!  
In her spare time, Mrs Gorman 
enjoys playing Golf, shopping 
and enjoying time with friends. 
Currently her favourite author is 
Richard Osman and she also loves 
his House of Games television 
programme.

MR FLETCHER
Joined as a Newly Qualified 
Teacher in 2017. Over the last 
3 years Mr Fletcher has been 
mentoring Trainee teachers and 
is now an Early Careers Teacher 
Mentor. He studied Sport and 
Exercise Sciences BSc (Hons) at 
the University of Chester before 
undertaking his Maths teacher 
training year in Sheffield. His 
favourite topic to teach is calculating 
the sum of the values divided by the 
total frequency because he is really 
mean…
He supports Nottingham Forest 
attending all home matches and 
most away ones. During the summer months you will find him 
playing cricket as opening batter for a team a stones throw away 
from Trent Bridge. 
Current book: Captain Corelli’s Mandolin by Louis de Bernières.MR ROBERTS

Mr Roberts joined the Academy in 
April 2010 and currently teaches 
across all three Key Stages. He 
gained a first-class honours degree 
in Mathematics from Nottingham 
Trent University and moved 
across the city to the University of 
Nottingham to train as a teacher. Mr 
Roberts currently oversees the initial 
teacher training provision within the 
academy and enjoys developing 
teachers in this rewarding career. 
Mr Roberts’ favourite area of 
Mathematics is calculus, and it 
was his love of this topic that made 
him first wish to become a teacher. 
Outside of the academy he enjoys playing with his two children, 
the great outdoors and watching motorsport.

Favourite book: How I wish I’d taught Maths by Craig Barton.

MR TOMPKINS
Mr Tompkins went to Newcastle 
University (what a fabulous city) to 
study Statistics and Land Surveying. 
After working in the bookmaking 
industry for nearly ten years he 
retrained to become a Maths teacher. 
He joined de Ferrers last century 
and now just teaches Maths after 
doing a few other roles over the 
years. His favourite area of Maths 
is Geometry, especially circles, as it 
makes everything work. Away from 
Maths he loves cricket, rugby and 
my allotment. His favourite read is a 
toss-up between Euclid’s elements 
or the Racing Post.

MR WOODHOUSE
Mr Woodhouse joined the academy 
in 2021, but previously spent 5 
weeks at de Ferrers in 2020 as a 
trainee. He is a Maths graduate from 
Derby University and his favourite 
topic would be anything algebra 
related, as he loves a good puzzle 
where his problem solving can be 
tested. Favourite sports include 
football, boxing, golf and darts. 
Favourite book: How I Wish I’d 
Taught Maths by Craig Barton

MR CLARKSON
Mr. Clarkson joined the academy 
in 2019. He completed a Computer 
Science degree with the Open 
University before doing his 
teacher training with Nottingham 
University. His favourite maths topic 
is probability. In his free time, he 
plays a lot of video games board 
games, card games and roleplaying 
games. Probability helps to predict 
likely outcomes in these games. 
He was ranked 8th in the country 
in a table-top war game (Infinity by 
Corvus Belli).
Current book: Mythos by Stephen Fry.
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY STEM CLUB 
Year 7 students are participating in the Race To The Line 
competition. The objective being to design and make the 
fastest rocket powered car they can and compete with their 
designs across multiple stages in a national competition. 
The club offers students an exciting opportunity to develop 
key Science and Engineering concepts whilst learning 
about aerodynamics , mass, friction, forces and high speed 
racing in a fun and enriched environment.  

D&T NEWS & UPDATES
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D&T NEWS & UPDATES

Year 10 Graphics students have been 
working on a new module called ‘Zoo play 
set’. They have been designing and making 
an informative and interactive piece of 
work showcasing animals from Twycross 
Zoo. The module also showcases the 
range of skills the students have learnt.
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D&T NEWS & UPDATES

Year 9 students got to spend a day outside the de Ferrers classroom 
on a cross curricular trip to Stratford Upon Avon with Design and 
Technology and English. Students got the opportunity to visit the 
MAD Museum where they interacted with mechanical devices and 
learnt about the engineering behind them.

Students also visited Shakespeare’s Guildhall where they went back 
in time to see how William Shakespeare learnt. They participated in 
a calligraphy lesson and learnt all about the history. They even had 
an opportunity to dress up!!

Much fun was had by students and staff too and students are 
still talking about this great experience!
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We are working hard as a department to introduce our 
students to as wide a range of Art and Design techniques 
and processes as possible. Encouraging our students to look 
at the ‘Bigger Picture’ and developing their understanding of 
how Artists, illustrators, Graphic designers and Textiles artist 
work in industry. 

Year 7 are currently working on the project ‘Built Impressions”, 
designed to introduce them to a range of drawing techniques 
used by Artists and Designers. It is underpinned by looking at 
the Impressionist art movement and associated contemporary 
Artist Lucie Jones and the idea that not all art is perfect. It also 
links to our environment and how we damage and regenerate, 
bringing in current issues of urbanisation and deforestation. 
The students will be working as a designer to produce a 
magazine cover and ceramic wall mural based on the Built 
environment and Architecture.

Year 8 are continuing to work on their portrait projects and 
after learning about the proportions of the face, are now 
moving on to look at contemporary Pop Art and produce their 

own self-portraits. Students will make a personal response 
through their use of expression and colour. We have had some 
fantastic portraits produced so far of a range of famous faces.

Year  9 are continuing with their project on Metamorphosis 
and are currently designing digital magazine covers for an 
Environmental magazine. These have been inspired by their 
artists studies of the contemporary artists Ana Dittman and 
Patricia Ariel.

We have now said goodbye to our Year 11 and 13 students 
after successfully completing their coursework portfolios. 
For the Year 13 BTEC students this has culminated with an 
amazing exhibition of work that took place at our Sixth Form 
Centre.
Huge congratulations to them all!

Years 10 and 12 however are working hard to design and 
produce the costume, set and scenery for our upcoming 
academy show ‘We Will Rock You”.  Again giving them an 
insight into the Art and Design industry.

Art department
CREATIVE ARTS NEWS & UPDATES



NEWSLETTER 
JUNE   2022

CREATIVE ARTS NEWS & UPDATES

Art BTEC group trip to the National 
Memorial Arboretum as part of 
their photography work for their 

project Life & Death.
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“WE WILL ROCK YOU School Edition” is presented through special 

arrangement with and all authorised performance materials are 

supplied by Theatrical Rights Worldwide (TRW), 122-124

Regent Street, 5th floor, London W1B 5SA. www.theatricalrights.co.uk

THE DE FERRERS EDITION

Friday 8th and Saturday 9th July

6.30pm doors open - 7.00pm Curtain

Dove Campus, Harehedge Lane

Refreshments available
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Congratulations to the following students, 
who have recently received exam results
Tilly Leonard (Year 8) - Music Theatre Grade 1 - Distinction

Grace Tillen (Year 7) - Flute Grade 1 - Merit
Labeeba Jawad (Year 11) - Singing Grade 3 - Merit

Well done on all your hard work!

It’s a time of change in the Music 
department. In January, Mrs 
Glover moved to teach Alternative 
Curriculum, after many years in 
Music, but we were lucky that our 
vocal teacher, Miss Aston, has been 
able to step into her shoes and take 
her Key Stage 3 classes. We have 
also been joined on a (very) part-
time basis by Mrs Blaine, who is 
one of two new members of staff 
that will be joining the department 
in September. Both Mrs Blaine and 
Mr Harron will be bringing a wealth 

of musical experience with them, 
so we’re looking forward to exciting 
times ahead.

Our Year 11 GCSE class has worked 
extremely hard to produce some 
very high quality performances and 
compositions, which will hopefully 
stand them in good stead for their 
results in the summer. Good luck, 
and thank you!

Students from across the Academy 
have been hard at work on this year’s 

production, the Queen musical ‘We 
Will Rock You’, which takes place 
on Friday 8th and Saturday 9th July. 
Tickets are available on Wisepay, 
so join us for a fantastic night of 
entertainment, where a ragtag bunch 
of Bohemians (hooray!) search for the 
Holy Grail that is Rock Music, whilst 
being hunted down by the evil Killer 
Queen (boooo!)

Music department

Exam success

CREATIVE ARTS NEWS & UPDATES
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MFL NEWS & UPDATES

Last half-term, the Year 9 de Ferrers 
students have been working on a 
cross-curricular homework project, 
mixing French and DT to create 
amazing projects. During the course 
of three weeks, students worked 
on a product and analysed it using 
ACCESFM, redesigned their original 

product, presented it in French and 
competed against each other. It was 
really exciting to see some of the 
ideas that the Year 9 students came 
up with, and we were really impressed 
by the quality and the amount of work 
that they put into it. 
The class winners of our competitions 

are: Rose H, Willow R, Sophia F, 
Agnus R J, Jack H, Aiden P, Erin 
W and Haydn L. They will receive 
Amazon vouchers as prizes. 
3 overall winners will be selected 
soon and will be able to print their 
redesigned product in 3D thanks to 
the DT department. 

French-DT homework project:
A cross-curricular experiment.

ROSE HETHERINGTON’S WORK
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SCIENCE NEWS & UPDATES

British Science Week took place from 
the 11th - 20th March 2022 and was 
celebrated at the Academy from 14th - 
18th March with exciting activities for Year 
7 & Year 8 around the theme of Growth.

Students in Year 7 & Year 8 took part in 
activities involving developing medicines 
and growing spaghetti towers.  Students 
gained an insight into how the body 
defends itself against pathogens and how 
scientists use these natural methods to 
develop medicines.  Students also did 
a wonderful job of building towers using 
dried spaghetti and marshmallows, 

some of which reached amazing heights!  
Congratulations to all the winners of the 
tallest tower competition.

Staff from de Ferrers also had the 
pleasure of joining Richard Wakefield 
for their British Science Week activities 
with an assembly being delivered by Miss 
Port and Mrs Oldham to KS2 students.  
An array of exciting demonstrations 
were showcased which included growing 
silver crystals, rainbow fizz, elephant’s 
toothpaste and whoosh bottle to name 
a few.  It was wonderful to be involved 
with all class activities and students were 

proud to present their Science projects, 
the manner in which they articulated their 
work was extremely impressive.  Students 
at Richard Wakefield thoroughly enjoyed 
the exhibition and the next generation of 
scientists were certainly inspired!   

We look forward to more exciting British 
Science week activities next year.

Keep up to date with all the exciting news 
and events in Science by following us on 
Twitter @deferrerssci 

British Science Week
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On Monday 9th May, Miss Roach, Miss Wordley and Miss 
Lynchenhan took 30 Year 7 and 8 students who play in 
the Netball teams, to Loughborough University to watch 
a professional Netball game in the Vitality Superleague. 
Students really enjoyed watching the game where home 
side Loughborough Lightning played Team Bath which 
was aired on Sky Sports. 

The game ended with Loughborough Lightning winning 
52-46 with some amazing play witnessed by our 
students that will inspire them in their future games and 
tournaments. To top off an amazing evening, students 
had the chance to go onto the court and have photos 
with the current players alongside Olivia Murphy who 
is a lead coach at Loughborough University and ex de 
Ferrers student! 

Vitality Netball Superleague - Loughborough Lightning vs Team Bath

PE NEWS & UPDATES
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Thirty Year 8 students were rewarded for their effort, attitude and 
engagement in their PE lessons and extracurricular activities 
through being invited to a Sport Visit Day at Loughborough 
University on Tuesday 24th May. During the day, students 
engaged in various practical sessions, listened to a short talk 
about playing and studying sport at university and had a tour of 
the sporting facilities. We were also lucky enough to see a few 
famous faces around campus, including Anthony Joshua, Frazer 
Clarke and Adam Peaty!

All students were absolutely phenomenal throughout the 
entire duration of the day, with various members of staff at 
Loughborough University commenting on their fantastic 
behaviour and attitude during the sessions. They asked lots of 
insightful questions regarding sport, higher education and life at 
Loughborough and were inspired by the amazing opportunities 
available to them in sport and where it could take them in life.

Sport Visit Day at Loughborough University 

PE NEWS & UPDATES
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The Staffordshire County Athletics Championships took place 
on Saturday 11th June at Northwood Stadium in Stoke. Lots of 
students were selected to represent East Staffordshire due to 
their performances at the Burton and District events at Shobnall 
Leisure Complex.

Excellent performances were seen from Lydia D’Ovidio in 
the Junior Girls Javelin,  Amelie Holt in the Junior Girls Long 
Jump and Mela Tutt in the Intermediate Girls Long Jump. 

Saffron Bowley executed an outstanding race to win the 
Intermediate Girls 1500m in a personal best time to become 
County Champion. Isla Swindlehurst continued her excellent 
form by becoming Double County Champion in the 100m and 
200m being ranked 21st and 27th in the UK for these events. 
Both Saffron and Isla will go on to represent Staffordshire at the 
Regional Mason Trophy competition on Saturday 17th June. 
Good luck both!

Staffordshire County Schools Athletics Championships

PE NEWS & UPDATES
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PE NEWS & UPDATES

Over the last 2 Tuesday. de Ferrers have had a very successful time at the athletic 
events held at Shobnall. 

We have had an incredible number of students taking part. We have also been 
successful in a variety of events and placing very highly in the overall standings 
for each year group. 
Well done to all involved .

ATHLETIC EVENTS HELD AT SHOBNALL. 
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Year 9 students are currently studying 
the continent of Africa.  We have 
looked at the physical and human 
geography and the causes of uneven 
development.  
We are investigating ways we can 
reduce the development gap for the 

people of Africa including donating 
aid, appropriate technology and debt 
relief.  Focusing on improving the 
quality of life for locals in rural African 
communities we are collecting small 
change to donate goats, pigs and 
chickens by buying gift cards through 

Oxfam.  The idea is to provide 
training, raise more animals and earn 
more income.  
Great job, Year 9.
An update will follow with details 
on how many animals we donate 
towards poverty-busting in Africa.

REDUCING THE DEVELOPMENT GAP IN AFRICA

HUMANITIES NEWS & UPDATES

GEOGRAPHY
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ETHICS NEWS & UPDATES

Students in Year 9 have currently been learning first aid which 
is an invaluable life-skill. It helps children become more risk 
aware and equips them with skills to keep themselves safe and 
help themselves or others if involved in a medical emergency. 
I am pleased to say that all Year 9 have had training on 
performing life-saving skills such as CPR and putting people 
into the recovery position. In addition to this students can 
now recognise the signs of symptoms of many common first 
aid injuries

First Aid
Students in Year 7 have been given the exciting opportunity to 
take part in the First Give initiative. Each Citizenship class will 
work together to research a social issue and charity who they 
wish to support. They will then prepare presentations in order to 
win support for the charity of their choice. The winners from each 
class will then go on to present to the rest of their cohort and win 
overall support for their charity, the winning group’s charity will 
receive a £1000 donation!

First Give

Over the past year the GCSE Citizenship cohort 
has worked extremely hard and have shown their 
passion for politics. Below are some students 
who have gone above and beyond and met all the 
criteria to be successful in Citizenship. Well done 
to Hafsa, Amy, Kacie, Teigan, Lauren, Brandon, 
Evie and Willow.

Citizenship rewards card

Mr Barlow and Mr Blakemore are immensely proud of the hard 
work, dedication and passion that Y13’s have shown towards 
Government and Politics. We have enjoyed teaching you, and 
wish you good luck on your next journey whatever it is you’re doing!

Y13 Politics

What an exciting year we have had in the Ethics Faculty this year and we’re finishing it off 
with a bang! Preparations for Pride month have already begun and planning for exciting 
events and trips for next year is well underway. Well done to all year groups in Values and RS 
this year and thank you for your fantastic contributions to class discussions and activities
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It’s nearly time to say goodbye to our amazing Year 13 Religious 
Studies class, wishing them every success in the future. We 
hope they continue with their philosophical discussions!! 

Year 13 Religious Studies class

ETHICS NEWS & UPDATES
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This term Year 9 have got the exciting 
opportunity to carry out the National 
enterprise Challenge for E-sports. 
This is a great opportunity for students 
to be innovative, build teams skills 
by working collaboratively and build 
cultural capital in the classroom. They 
are designing and working together in 

groups to come up with a design for  a 
new E-sports game. So far students 
are really engaging with this activity 
across the year groups and have 
come up with some inspiring ideas 
on what they will design. Towards 
the end of term, each staff member 
will choose the best game from each 

class and then the Head of faculty will 
choose the overall best game, and 
students will be rewarded for their 
outstanding efforts and achievement 
for creating and designing the best 
game in the year group. 

National enterprise Challenge for E-sports

ENTERPRISE NEWS & UPDATES
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Year 11 have worked incredibly hard to complete their coursework 
modules for both NCFE Business and Enterprise and Creative 
iMedia, enabling all grades to be submitted and samples 
submitted in a particularly calm manner. Also, the attendance 
at the Twilight Revision sessions for Business, Economics and 
Computer Science has been excellent and feedback from students 

has been that it has been extremely supportive and helpful. And 
finally, a special thank you to Miss Brown who delivered a full day 
revision session for Year 10 IT students prior to their first GCSE 
examination. Again, the feedback from students was incredibly 
positive.

KS5 Business Studies  students have 
demonstrated  their management skills 
through working together to independently 
stage a fundraising event for their chosen 
charity Young Minds.

Young Minds is a ‘mental health charity for 
children, young people and their parents 
making sure all young people can get 
the mental health support they need.’ 
(www.youngminds.org.uk ). The students 
selected this charity as they felt strongly 
that young peoples’ mental health had 
suffered through the COVID19 lockdown 

and they wanted to raise awareness of 
help available. The Young Minds charity 
interested them in particular due to its 
focus on young people. 

The business group organised a movie 
night event providing refreshments for 
their fellow sixth form students. Each 
member of the group had designated 
roles including ticket sales, refreshments 
and technical support prior to and during 
the event, enabling students to gain 
valuable experience in the roles and 
responsibilities within an organisation 

and the importance of working together. 
Students developed a range of  skills 
including leadership, problem solving, 
communication and team work in order 
to source resources, liaise with school 
leaders,  promote and successfully stage 
their event. Whilst the event did make a 
small profit to be donated to the charity 
the student’s main purpose was to share 
the aims of the charity with their peers.

Well done to all those involved.

Key Stage 5 Enterprise

KS4 Enterprise
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CELEBRATING 
THE PLATINUM JUBILEE 
IN DOVE & TRENT 
LEARNING CENTRES
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SAFEGUARDING NEWS & UPDATES

As you all may remember from previous newsletters Every Child Matters 
agenda is very important to de Ferrers and the category I am going to focus 
on in this newsletter is Staying Safe.
To support this, and the PHSE curriculum, our input into the assembly 
program this half term has seen us deliver assemblies on radicalisation and 
extremism, and we selected the subject of incels and raised awareness of that 
as it was a term few students knew or understood. Following the shootings 
in Plymouth last year this term was banded around on the news a lot, we felt 
this was an opportunity to educate our students on this and what it means. 

We also recently delivered an assembly on Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 
to educate students on what this is, why it has potentially happened for 
centuries and how raising awareness can help to stop this awful violation of 
the human rights of women and girls from happening again.  
This month sees the publication of the safeguarding guide for schools 
‘Keeping Children Safe in Education 2022’ which comes into operation in 
September every year and this informs our policy and practice in the coming 
year. 
This term, we have had County Lines and knife crime assemblies delivered 
by the police and we welcome the police onto and into our Campuses. 
There does not have to be a situation we are concerned about to have the 
police visit; we are continually looking to build these community links and 
ensure our students see the police in a positive and helpful light. Members 
of the safeguarding team and the leadership team also attended a round 
table event held by the local MP Kate Griffiths to look at issues of safety for 
children in and around Burton. This was, again, another opportunity to build 
these community links. 
As we approach the end of term, we would like to remind you that we often 
get children come and tell us about incidents that occur in the local community 
and parks. We would recommend children be supervised when out in the 
community or parents/carers have a plan with their children to keep them 
safe should they see or hear anything concerning. 
Contact us at safeguarding@deferrers.com
Wishing you all a very restful half term.
Kate Priestnall, DSL and The Safeguarding Team 

Every Child Matters

mailto:safeguarding%40deferrers.com?subject=


NEWSLETTER 
JUNE   2022SEND2022



NEWSLETTER 
JUNE   2022

SEND NEWS & UPDATES

Communication and Interaction
The SEND Code of Practice 2015 describes the broad area of need 
of ‘Communication and interaction’ as including those pupils with 
speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) and children 
and young people with ASC and Autism.Children and young people 
with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) have 
difficulty in communicating with others. This may be because they 
have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what is 
being said to them or they do not understand or use social rules of 
communication. The profile for every child with SLCN is different 
and their needs may change over time. They may have difficulty 
with one, some or all of the different aspects of speech, language 
or social communication at different times of their lives..

Cognition and Learning
The SEND Code of Practice 2015 describes the broad area of 
need of ‘Cognition and learning’ as including those pupils with 
Specific Learning Difficulties, Moderate Learning Difficulties, 
Severe Learning Difficulties, and Profound and Multiple Learning 
Difficulties. Support for learning difficulties may be required when 
children and young people learn at a slower pace than their peers, 
even with appropriate differentiation. Learning difficulties cover a 
wide range of needs, including moderate learning difficulties (MLD), 
severe learning difficulties (SLD), where children are likely to need 
support in all areas of the curriculum and associated difficulties 
with mobility and communication, through to profound and multiple 
learning difficulties (PMLD), where children are likely to have severe 
and complex learning difficulties as well as a physical disability or 
sensory impairment.

Social, Emotional and Mental 
Health (SEMH)
Children and young people may experience a wide range of social 
and emotional difficulties which manifest themselves in many ways. 
These may include becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as 
displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour. These 
behaviours may reflect underlying mental health difficulties such 
as anxiety or depression, self-harming, substance misuse, eating 
disorders or physical symptoms that are medically unexplained. 
Other children and young people may have disorders such as 
attention deficit disorder, attention deficit hyperactive disorder or 
attachment disorder.are likely to have severe and complex learning 
difficulties as well as a physical disability or sensory impairment.

Year 6 Transition
Primary schools have been contacted with proposed dates for Year 
6 students to come to the academy for a transition visit. The students 
will have a tour of the campus, meet and greet key staff and partake 
in small group-activities based around transition. Furthermore, the 
SEND Department is in conversation with primary schools to obtain 
and collate information to help ensure a smooth transition to de Ferrers 
Academy. For more information on the transition programme, please 
visit the website at:

   https://www.deferrers.com/55/transition

Sensory and /or Physical
The SEND Code of Practice 2014 describes the broad area of need 
of ‘Sensory and/or physical needs’ as including those pupils with 
Hearing Impairment (HI), Visual impairment (VI), Multi sensory 
impairment (MSI) or Physical disability (PD). Many children and 
young people with vision impairment (VI), hearing impairment (HI) 
or a multi-sensory impairment (MSI) will require specialist support 
and/or equipment to access their learning, or habilitation support. 
Children and young people with an MSI have a combination of vision 
and hearing difficulties.

If you are concerned that your child may have SEND, please contact 
a member of the Additional Support team via telephone or email 
senoffice@deferrers.com

THE SEND CODE OF PRACTICE (2015) USES FOUR BROAD 
CATEGORIES TO HELP IDENTIFY SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 
AND DISABILITIES. THE FOUR BROAD CATEGORIES ARE:

   https://www.deferrers.com/55/transition 
mailto:senoffice%40deferrers.com?subject=
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ALTERNATIVE CURRICULUM NEWS

The students in AC4 have had another 
busy term, with several of them completing 
their BTEC in Home Cooking. Three of our 
students have been preparing for their 
GCSE examinations and we wish them 
well as they move onto college courses 
or apprenticeships.

Along with keeping up with their studies 
the students have also taken ownership 
of the garden area on Dove and we are 
waiting for our flowers to bloom and our 
potatoes to be ready to harvest. We 
also have a number of other vegetables 
growing and are hoping we will be able to 
cook with them later this year.

The hard work of our students means we 
have taken receipt of over 60 AQA Unit 
Certificates in recent weeks. These are 
certificates of achievement covering such 

diverse topics as photography, making 
boiled eggs and soldiers and first aid 
awareness. We will continue to work on 
completing more of these before the end 
of the academic year.

We can’t wait to get back in the fitness 
suite after the GCSE exams have ended. 
Our students have really increased their 
strength and fitness over the course of 
the year, often competing to see who 
can complete the most pull-ups or lift the 
heaviest weights. Currently we are playing 
a lot of basketball in the gym, but the AC 
staff are not as good at scoring baskets 
as the students when they are challenged 
to a competition.

Children grow so fast that they often grow out of uniform 
items quickly, which can be costly to both families and 
the environment. Nationally 1.4 million wearable school 
uniforms are thrown away each year, but at de Ferrers 
we have a preloved uniform bank (including PE kit) 
which we would love to see utilised more. Any donations 
of uniform can be dropped into reception on either the 
Dove or Trent Campus

Preloved Uniform
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My name is Mr. 
Shafiq and I am an 
English Teacher and 
the EAL (English 
as an Additional 
Language)  Co -
ordinator at The de 
Ferrers Academy. At 
de Ferrers, we have 
over 30 languages 
spoken by staff and 
students, as well as 
a growing number 
of students who 
speak English as an 
additional language. 
It is my responsibility 
to ensure all EAL 
learners receive the 
appropriate guidance 
and support, so they 
can excel alongside 
their peers. 

What is EAL?
‘An EAL learner is a pupil who was exposed to a language other 
than English during early development. This means that an 
EAL learner may have been born in the UK or speak several 
languages. EAL learners are not a homogeneous group. They 
come from varied backgrounds and parts of the world and will 
have different experiences of education and English.’ – (EAL 
Pocketbook)

It is important not to think of EAL as a deficit or a weakness, in 
fact, research suggests there are many advantages to speaking 
more than one language that will benefit EAL learners in the long 
term. EAL learners have better concept formation, creativity 
and divergent thinking, language awareness, and analogical 
reasoning skills. It is important for EAL learners to continue 
speaking their additional languages alongside English rather 
than replacing their other language[s] with English.

It is important to acknowledge that a student’s level of 
acquisition and progress of English will depend on a 
number of factors:

Context of their past experiences and circumstances.
Level of literacy in their home/first language
Previous experience of formal education
Level of English proficiency on arrival in the country
Length of time in the country
The proportion of time spent using English outside of school
There are a number of initiatives that we are implementing at 
de Ferrers to support EAL learners. The first of which involves 
a subscription to an outstanding learning platform called 

Flash Academy. This is specifically aimed at EAL learners 
and developing their literacy skills. We have already begun 
identifying students who will benefit from this platform. These 
students will begin by sitting a baseline assessment to identify 
their current levels of proficiency in English. This data will then be 
used to provide targeted support for those students across the 
curriculum with some lessons provided through Flash Academy.

In order for students to excel academically, it is important to 
create an environment wherein all our students feel a sense 
of belonging. This begins with relationships built on high 
expectations of academic achievement, respect, and kindness.

An important element in building relationships is staff getting 
to know their students and making sure their presence in 
the classroom is valued and recognised. Our names are an 
important part of our identifies and I believe staff learning and 
pronouncing the names of students is an important first step 
in building positive teacher-student relationships. Whilst some 
students are happy to correct their teachers if their name is 
mispronounced, not all students are confident enough to do so. 
This can cause anxiety and become a barrier in students feeling 
a sense of belonging in the classroom.
The mispronouncing of names can be a particular issue for EAL 
learners, but this is an important issue for all students. 

To support staff and students with this, I have set up a Showbie 
group wherein students can create a voice note via their iPads 
saying their full name and what they would like their teachers 
to call them. This can be to clarify pronunciation or if a student 
prefers a shorter version of their name.

If you recognise this as an issue for a student at de Ferrers, 
please encourage them to join this Showbie group and create 
a voice note. This will be added to the student’s profile for staff 
to view and hopefully accelerate the learning and pronunciation 
of names at the start of each new academic year when students 
have new teachers. There are clear instructions on how to do 
this within the Showbie group. The Showbie code for this group 
is: ZKATH

Finally, I am also looking to establish a group of students who 
will serve as a part of the ‘EAL Student Voice’ – The purpose 
of this group will be to provide feedback to myself on student’s 
experiences of the EAL provision at de Ferrers, and how we can 
continuously improve to provide the best pastoral and academic 
support for them. If you are a student who would like to join the 
EAL Student Voice. Please join the Showbie group: PAEYZ.

If you have any questions or concerns about a child studying at 
de Ferrers in relation to EAL – please do get in touch: QShafiq@
deferrers.com.

MR. SHAFIQ
EAL at de Ferrers
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YOUNG CARERS

The Academy hosted the first ever ‘Young Carers 
Spring Fling’ on the 29th March in Trent Hall. De 
Ferrers Young Carers from Trent and Dove campus 
and their guests enjoyed a range of activities, to 
watching a movie and eating popcorn to playing 
Badminton in the gym with Miss Grimley! There was 
also a MarioKart tournament, board games and pizza, 
and much more! It was wonderful to celebrate the 
amazing Young Carers we have in our academy, and 
we hope you all had a fantastic evening! 

We are looking forward to our next Young Carers 
event, the ‘Summer Fete’, where we are hoping to 
take the festivities outside with inflatables, sports and 
competitions (with some big prizes!). All de Ferrers 
Young Carers and their guests will be invited in the 
coming weeks, so watch out for the details!

For more information about Young Carers, please 
see Mrs Glover or Mrs Lowe or contact us on 
youngcarers@deferrers.com.

Young Carers Spring Fling
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We are delighted to announce that we are officially going 
Skiing in Italy.  140 students and 17 staff will be travelling 
to the resort of Val di Fiemme in the Italian Dolomites.  
We will be having 5 full days of skiing with full instruction 
as well as some apres ski fun including snow tubing, ice 
skating and a pizza night.  

Please keep an eye on emails (and your junk folder) for 
more information.
We are excited already!!

https:/ /www.ibt- t ravel .com/onl ine-brochures/
ValdiFiemme-Brochure.pdf

SKI ITALY 2023

SKI ITALY 2023
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CCF NEWS & UPDATES

This term it was great to be back awarding 
badges to our Cadets. Congratulations to all 
the Cadets who received their signals badges 
following the course in February. LCpl Staley 
and LCpl White also received the bronze DofE 
badges and half starts. Well done to everyone! 

We are very pleased to announce two promotions within our Contingent for Cadet White and Cadet Staley. 
Congratulations on your promotions to LCpl.

CCF Promotions

Congratulations
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Miss Thomas was selected as one of the artists for ‘The Big Burton 
Carousel’ an outdoor sculpture trail that goes around town.
https://www.thebigburtoncarousel.co.uk

THE BIG BURTON CAROUSEL

https://www.thebigburtoncarousel.co.uk
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TERM DATES
You can find all future term dates and holidays for the next 2 years 
on our website at: https://www.deferrers.com/54/term-dates

AUTUMN TERM
FIRST DAY OF TERM   7th Sep 2022
HALF TERM   24th Oct 2022 - 28th Oct 2022
LAST DAY OF TERM 16th Dec 2022
FURTHER INFORMATION The Academy will be closed to students on these days
   Autumn Term 2022
   INSET days: Monday 5th September, Tuesday 6th September
   Half term: Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October
   INSET day: Monday 31st October 

SOCIAL MEDIA
You can follow ou social media accounts at:
Twitter: @deferrers
Facebook: deferrers
Instagram: deferrersacademy
YouTube: The de Ferrers Academy

SPRING TERM
FIRST DAY OF TERM   3rd Jan 2023
HALF TERM   20th Feb 2023 - 24th Feb 2023
LAST DAY OF TERM 31st Mar 2023

SUMMER TERM
FIRST DAY OF TERM   17th Apr 2023
HALF TERM   29th May 2023 - 2nd Jun 2023
LAST DAY OF TERM 21st Jul 2023

AUTUMN TERM
FIRST DAY OF TERM   6th Sep 2023
HALF TERM   30th Oct 2023 - 3rd Nov 2023
LAST DAY OF TERM 22nd Dec 2023
FURTHER INFORMATION The Academy will be closed to students on these days
   Autumn Term 2023
   INSET days: Monday 4th September, Tuesday 5th September
   Half term: Monday 30th October - Friday 3rd November
   INSET days: Monday 6th November + Tuesday 7th November
   Spring Term 2024
   Half term: Monday 12th February - Friday 16th February
   Summer Term 2024 
   May Day: Monday 6th May
   Half term: Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May

SPRING TERM
FIRST DAY OF TERM   8th Jan 2024

HALF TERM   12th Jan 2024 - 16th Feb 2024

LAST DAY OF TERM 22nd Mar 2024

SUMMER TERM
FIRST DAY OF TERM   8th Apr 2024

HALF TERM   8th Apr 2024 - 6th May 2024

LAST DAY OF TERM 22nd Mar 2024
FURTHER INFORMATION  Half Term 27th May 2024 - 31st May 2024   
   Last day of term 19th Jul 2024

2023/2024
2022/2023

https://www.deferrers.com
https://twitter.com/deferrers
https://www.deferrers.com/54/term-dates
http://www.deferrers.com/uniform 
http://www.deferrers.com/uniform 
http://www.deferrers.com/uniform 
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CREATIVE WORK 
CONTRIBUTIONS

BURTON CAROUSEL
Miss Thomas

PORTRAITS
Year 8 Art and Design

WE WILL ROCK YOU 
POSTER

Amy Bradley

NEWSLETTER GRAPHICS 
DESIGN & ILLUSTRATIONS

Ian Wadsworth
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The de Ferrers Academy Staff


