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Best Wishes,

Half term Activities:
From the 20th until the 24th February, Progressive Sports 
UK are working with the academy offering Progressive Active 
Camps for children aged 5 – 13 years, from 8:30 am – 5:30 
pm.
 
To book a place for your child, please contact the office 
on 01889 343120, and for further details please check out 
their website 
www.progressive-sports.co.uk/south-staffordshire/holiday-
courses/

Assembly topics: 
Monday 13th February : Racial equality week 6 – 12th February
Monday 27th February, World Book Day (1st March).

Forthcoming Events:
Monday 13th February: Careers in the curriculum (all week)

Domestic violence workshops Year 10 (all week)

Wednesday 15th February: Year 11 Mock Results’ Day

Thursday 16th February: Year 11 Parents evening

Friday 17th February: Academy closes for half term 3:20 p.m

20th  – 22nd  February: CCF Signals course

Monday 27th February:

GCSE Geography field tripTuesday 28th February:

World Book Day

Firstly, our thoughts and prayers are with the people of Turkey and Syria 
who have suffered a terrible tragedy and continue to do so.  The Disasters 
Emergency Committee (DEC) is co-ordinating a joint rapid response with 14 
charities to support the communities affected.   For information on how 
you can help by donating, please log on to: https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/
turkey-syria-earthquake-appeal

I would like to thank parents/carers for your understanding and patience with 
regard to the industrial action, which is a result of a national dispute between 
the unions and the government over teachers’ pay, and not due to any issues 
at our school. If no resolution is agreed and further strike action takes place, 
we will communicate our plans as soon as we are able.

Our Year 7 students recently had the experience of watching the 
City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra perform a concert aimed at 
introducing classical music to Key Stage 3 students.   Our Director 
of Music, Simon Aston, organised the event for the whole year 
group, which was a feat in itself!   Thank you to everyone involved 
in supporting the event, the students were overwhelmed by the 
experience.

Thank you to all parents/carers for the positive feedback we receive 
to individual members of staff, please keep these coming, the staff 
really do appreciate your kind comments.

A reminder that student attendance and punctuality is extremely 
important, not only from an educational perspective, but also for 
their well-being, attending school forms good habits for their future 
aspirations when entering into the world of work.   Students flourish 
when they attend school daily, and keep up to date with their studies.

Finally, I look forward to seeing our Year 11 students receiving their 
PPE results on the Mock Results Day on Wednesday 15th February.  
Students will also receive their academic summaries following by the 
Parents’ Evening on Thursday 16th February.   If you haven’t already 
done so, please book your appointment, this is a vital event.

Dear Parents and Carers

Academy re-opens

GCSE Geography field tripWednesday 1st March:

Thursday 2nd March:

Visit to Derby University – build your careerTuesday 7th March: 

Year 12 Parents’ EveningWednesday 8th March 

mailto:www.progressive-sports.co.uk/south-staffordshire/holiday-courses/?subject=
mailto:www.progressive-sports.co.uk/south-staffordshire/holiday-courses/?subject=


Trent Campus Update
Year 11 parents evening:
We are really looking forward to the virtual Year 11 parents evening 
taking place on Thursday 16th February. This is a perfect opportunity 
for parents, carers and students to speak directly with their teaching 
staff. Staff will be able to look at their latest predicted grades, 
including their PPE grades, and implement strategies to support 
preparation for the final examinations in the summer.

Year 11 mock results day:
On Wednesday 15th February, we will be holding a ‘mock results 
day’ for all of year 11 students. This is to prepare them for the 
experience when they collect their real GCSE results in August. 
Logistics for the day will involve students receiving their latest 
academic summary; this report is the one they will be bringing home 
and will fuel the discussions taking place the following day at the 
parents evening.

Year 11 February revision:
We are running a number of revision sessions during the February 
half term break. The dates for these sessions will be from Monday 
20th Feb through to Friday 24th Feb. Targeted students across a 
wide range of subjects will be formally invited in by letter to parents 
and carers. We encourage as many students as possible to take 
advantage of this extra opportunity. We are now only 12 weeks 
away from the real exams!

Community information for 
Parents/Carers:
For those of you who would like to brush up on your numeracy skills, 
Staffordshire County Council are offering free numeracy courses for 
parents of secondary school age children:
Staffordshire Moorlands - Buxton & Leek College -helping parents of 
Key Stage 3 and/or 4 with skills to support their children’s learning. 
Available in the Staffordshire Moorlands 
T= 0800 074 0099; enquiries@blc.ac.uk
In Cannock, Newcastle, South Staffordshire and Staffordshire 
Moorlands - Newcastle Stafford College Group -helping parents and 
grandparents with the skills to support their child’s numeracy. Great 
for people who may have low numeracy confidence and skills and 
have limited experience of how maths is delivered in schools. 
In Cannock, Lichfield, Tamworth – South Staffordshire College - helping 
parents with skills to support their children’s numeracy learning. 
More on 0300 456 2424 ; 
englishandmathsenquiries@southstaffscollege.ac.uk; 
Available across Staffordshire – The Training Initiative – for parents 
of children in KS4 who require additional support in numeracy skills, 
both in order to support their child’s development but also their own 
progression. 
For information leaflet multiply@thetraininginitiative.co.uk
Please contact the providers direct or find out more online. Please 
contact clare.abbotts@staffordshire.gov.uk with any questions  

Presentation from Burton and South 
Derbyshire College
On Monday 6th February Fran Galland the Careers Adviser 
from BSDC spoke to 60 Year 11 students interested in going 
to college.  The session looked at the range of courses on 
offer as well as an insight into College life.  Fran was on hand 
to answer questions and offer support with the application 
process. 

University of Nottingham workshop
Nick from the University of Nottingham delivered an interesting 
workshop to a group of Year 11 students focussing on building 
confidence and resilience.  The session allowed students to 
explore confidence and resilience to support unexpected 
setbacks and students were introduced to coping strategies 
they could use both now and in the future. 

Coming up:
7th March Build your career day.  Visit to Derby University.
14th March Visit to Keele University
Due to unforeseen circumstances we have changed the date 
of the careers fair and it will now take place on Thursday 23rd 
March: 5pm – 7pm.  If you work for a company or you know 
any companies who would like to get involved, we would love 
to hear from you.  Please email careers@deferrers.com

News from the Head Team:
We start off this edition with a special announcement - the Sixth 
Form Ball will be happening on Saturday 8th July 2023 at Pride 
Park Stadium! The contracts have all been signed and Year 13s 
wishing to go are currently in the process of purchasing their Prom 
tickets for the special event. We are eagerly looking forward to 
this as a final celebration for the Sixth Form students and we are 
working with the Sixth Form Social Committee to help organise and 
plan the event. 

Additional exciting opportunities included the Head Students 
travelling over to Richard Wakefield Primary School in Tutbury 
to attend a de Ferrers Trust Student Leadership Team meeting 
discussing how we can improve sustainability and be more eco-
friendly. They also discussed the logistics behind a Trust Artwork 
Competition for all of the Primary and Secondary Schools in the 
Trust to get involved in. In addition, last week the Head Team 
chaired the Dove and Trent Student Voice meetings over at their 
designated campuses. This gave an amazing opportunity for the 
Dove & Trent representatives to talk with the Head Team regarding 
how we can support Young Carers as well as tackling racism across 
our sites. 

https://staffordshirecommunitylearning.org.uk/courses-page/step-up-to-money-matters-1-and-2/#more-3387
http://enquiries@blc.ac.uk
http://englishandmathsenquiries@southstaffscollege.ac.uk; 
https://thetraininginitiative.com/maths4parents/
http://multiply@thetraininginitiative.co.uk 
https://staffordshirecommunitylearning.org.uk/Multiply/
mailto:clare.abbotts%40staffordshire.gov.uk%20?subject=
mailto:careers%40deferrers.com?subject=


GCSE Fine Art

Our GCSE Fine Art students have 
now made an excellent start 
on their examination and are 
making final refinements to their 
coursework portfolios. This finally 
gives us opportunity to share 
some of the amazing work that 
was produced by last year’s Fine 
Artists.



Calling all budding Junior 
bakers!
The Casting Assistant Producer at Love Productions; the company 
behind The Great British Bake Off, The Great British Sewing Bee 
and The Great Pottery Throw Down has contacted the academy 
with the following request…
 
We are delighted to say that we have recently opened applications 
for the 9th series of Junior Bake Off; a Channel 4 programme 
that celebrates the culinary talent and ambition of the younger 
generation in Britain.
With this in mind, we are contacting schools in the hope that you 
can help us spread the word regarding this exciting opportunity.
We are looking for young budding bakers between 9-12 years old.
Filming would take place from July 2023, but our applications 
close on Sunday 12th March 2023.

Interested bakers can apply online at - www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.
co.uk   Please do feel free to contact us on 0207 067 4833, 
should you have any questions regarding the above.
The Junior Bake Off Team enquiries: 
applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk

 

w w w. d e f e r re r s . c o m

Careers Information

careers@deferrers.com

As part of National Apprenticeships Week students on 
Trent campus have had a programme of information and 
activities during tutor time to help them learn all about 
apprenticeships.  They have looked at the different kind of 
apprenticeships on offer, explored life as an apprentice and 
tested their knowledge with a quiz at the end of the week. 
All students will also have the opportunity to explore 
apprenticeships during the Careers in the Curriculum 
programme next week, when they will be looking at 
apprenticeships linked to school subjects. 

Alice from the ASK apprenticeships Team has been busy 
with information sessions about degree apprenticeships at 
Sixth form and workshop sessions at Trent for Year 11 
students interested in this pathway.  A further session 
for the Year 11 students will look at CV writing and the 
application process and this will take place later this month. 

Further information for parents has been has been sent 
out by email and there are links on the careers section of 
the website: 
www.deferrers.com/239/apprenticeship-information
Amazing Apprenticeships also have a great website with 
lots of information and resources for parents and students.  
See  https://amazingapprenticeships.com

mailto:applyforjuniorbakeoff%40loveproductions.co.uk?subject=
http://careers@deferrers.com 
http://www.deferrers.com/239/apprenticeship-information
https://amazingapprenticeships.com 


Careers Information Sports Successes
Staffordshire Schools County Schools 
Cross Country Competition:
You will recall we have been tracking the progress of a Year 8 
student, Sophia Wheeler. 
Following a recent competition on the 4th February, Sophie qualified 
to represent Staffordshire Schools in the Junior Girls (Y8/9) race 
at the English Schools’ Championships which is being held this year 
in Nottingham on the 18th March. Sophie is really pleased about 
achieving this.     The top 8 runners in each age-group qualified to 
represent the county.   It was also an excellent outing for Saffron 
Bowley, Year 11, who also qualified in the inter-girls (Y10/11) race.  
Very well done to both Saffron and Sophie, we wish you all the very 
best for the 18th March!   We are very proud of your achievements, 
great news for the academy!

Year 11 Netball:

Girls’ Football
On Wednesday 8th February the Year 7/8 Girls were invited to a 7v7 
and 8v8 football friendly at Repton Preparatory School, followed by a 
tea of sausage, chips and beans. The students had a lovely afternoon 
and played some great football. 

From left to right (front row) Mesha Smith, Holly Durkan, Bella Harrison, 
Chloe Hill, Alexa Ede, Maddison Parker, Saffron Hulse, Melissa Pearson, 
Maddison Stretton, Phoebe Wilkinson, Daisy Dormer, Madeline Smith, 
Isabelle Burrows, Jessica Holloway, Jessica Ullyett

On Tuesday 31st January 2023 the Year 11 Netball teams 
played in their first league match of the year against John 
Taylor High School, although both teams lost they played 
incredibly well and the opposition named Isabelle Mills (pink 
team) and Bess Morton (Purple team) their player of the match. 

Pink Team: Lauren Cafferkey, Rachael Greener, Josephine Holling, 
Isabelle Mills, Amelia Hill, Amelia Hathaway (Captain), Emma 
Willets, Daisy Bickle

Purple Team: Sophie Gordon, Dominika Wolska, Danni Lupton, 
Bess Morton (Captain), Evie Travers, Annie Bickle, Hiba Ahmed, 
Angela Leung



Celebrating student 
success stories: 
Mindas Burba Year 10
The British Karate Kyokushinkai, established 
in 1965, has seen a steady progression 
in the size and ability of one of Britain’s 
most respected karate organisations.  
Kyokushinkai [Ultimate Truth] is fundamental 
in Mindas`s life; therefore, it was no surprise 
that Kyokushin Karate principles stuck with 
him from the first years… His ability to 
strive for better, work harder, don’t give up, 
accomplish things, be responsible and kind, 
understand his weakness and strengths, help 
others they will help you, be passionate, set 
goals, enjoy being together and many great 
things around us!.. 

By following the best karatekas in the world, Mindas learn a lot 
about other countries and their attitudes towards this sport. 
He found out that in some places, such athletes receive more 
attention because of their public appearance. Therefore their training 
conditions are more methodical as the government supports them 
more, and no surprise they are the best performers in the world.
No doubt, he decides that training overseas is worth trying… Even 
the rumours about possible hardship over there didn’t scare him; 
perhaps it encouraged him to attend a whole week of summer camp 
to improve his skills. 
All paid well – he developed new skills and was recognised by others, 
which guaranteed him a long-lasting friendship. On the return from 
international summer camp, the dojo instructors put Mindas into the 
tournament to test his skills.  
It was a real challenge when he met more experienced karatekas, but 
his agility and resilience in pushing himself to the limits eventually 
honoured him with first place. 
This achievement was acknowledgement organizationally-wide as of 
high standards. It granted him a place in the more advanced British 
Open 2022, a tournament where the best athletes from the EU and 
the commonwealth gather to compete in their categories. 

Britain`s Most prestigious yearly tournament is organised 
every Autumn. The Covid 19 had affected this lovely tradition. 
Therefore it was three years since the last one and five years of 
Mindas`s sweat, tears, aches, late nights and early mornings… 
many of those ‘I cannot do it’ replaced by ‘I will and I will love 
it’!  After a few wins and a long bout in the final, just by a tiny 
margin of the referees’ decision, the first-place trophy of this 
top tournament went to his opponent. Every karateka knows 
that even going on the mat at such a prestigious event is a 
significant milestone for anyone – to stand on the 2nd step 
without any minor injury is almost like a dream. 
This achievement opened the doors for Mindas to join the 
training with the British juniors squad for the possibility of 
being selected to represent Britain in future international 
tournaments. 
Burton on Trent doesn’t have a Kyokushin club; therefore, we 
train in the surrounding places. However, that doesn’t mean 
that Burton cannot have Europe or, one day, may even a world 
champion.
According to the British Kyokushin Karate organisation – Mindas 
is on the path to being one of the best Athletes BKK ever had. 
Nevertheless, he already places a role model for others.
We wish Mindas to keep focus and put the Country`s name 
among the best in future – *Osu!.. *(the Japanese phrase 
used worldwide in all Kyokushin dojos for acknowledgement, 
agreement and appreciation).

1. Champion at Midlands cup 2021
2. Vice champion English open 2022
3. Vice champion British Open 2022
4. Candidate for Baltic Cup June 2023

Attendance Information
SPOT PRIZES! 
We are really excited that we already have over 1300 students 
who have hit the trigger for 45 net positive points to be 
entered into the SPOT prize draw to win one of several prizes 
available to each year group. This is a phenomenal achievement 
by our students and is a credit to the hard work they are 
putting into both their academic studies, behaviour and their 
extra-curricular participation. There is still time for students to 
hit the trigger before next week. 

We can’t wait to announce the names of our winners next week 
and good luck to all the students entered!

Attendance is a massive part of success at school and the link 
between academic achievement and attendance has never been 
stronger. A recent DFE report stated that The pupils with the 
highest attainment at the end of Key Stage 2 and key stage 4 
have higher rates of attendance over the key stage compared 
to those with the lowest attainment.



Attendance Information

Online Safety:
Many parents and carers are increasingly worried about the access that young people have to the internet and pressures of accessing social 
media, online games and inappropriate content. 

There is an ongoing programme of education for our students across the key stages, which focuses on enabling them to keep themselves 
safe whether at school, at home or on line.  Training incorporates the ‘Thinkuknow’ materials produced by the National Crime Agency,  Child 
Exploitation Online Protection Agency (CEOP). We use a series of monitor/filter tools both in school and outside of school on students' iPads, 
that both prevents them from accessing inappropriate content and allows us to see what has been blocked.

In terms of their digital use, we know that.
• 16% of 8 to 17 year olds chatted to people they didn’t know whilst playing games 
• More than 97% use messaging sites and apps 
• More than 91% have a social media profile 
There are significant psychological changes and differences in the way they perceive emotions and make decisions, and this is a critical stage 
of development for both mental and physical health. At this age young people often think the risk of harm doesn’t apply to them, but they 
may be choosing to access adult content, so it’s important to keep speaking to your child about their online life, the highs and the lows, and 
how to manage and report content. 

They are highly dependent on their peers for a sense of wellbeing, and need to feel part of a group and will also be exploring their sexual 
identity and testing out romantic relationships. Speak to your child about online relationships and what healthy relationships consist of, and 
remind them it’s never ok for someone to pressure them to do something online they don’t want to do

Safer Internet Day SID 2023:

Established by the UK Safer 
Internet Centre (UKSIC), Safer 
Internet Day is celebrated 
around the world. This year, on 
Tuesday 7th February 2023, it 
was celebrated with the theme: 
‘Want to talk about it? Making 
space for conversations about 
life online’. Safer Internet 
Day provides us with a 
great opportunity to have a 
conversation with our children 
about their online lives as 
well as provide us with an 
opportunity to brush up on our 
own knowledge of all things 
online with lots of resources 
and online activities available. 

You can find more resources 
about all aspects of online 
safety per parents/carers on 
our academy website https://
www.defe r re rs . com/893/
online-safety and also at these 
websites:  

www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents

https://saferinternet.org.uk
/guide-and-resource/parents-
and-carers

The summary below from CEOP 
contains links to some useful 
advice on key topics:

http:///893/online-safety and also at these websites:   
http:///893/online-safety and also at these websites:   
http:///893/online-safety and also at these websites:   
http:///893/online-safety and also at these websites:   
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
https://saferinternet.org.uk /guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers 
https://saferinternet.org.uk /guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers 
https://saferinternet.org.uk /guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers 

