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Forthcoming events:
Message from the Student 
Head Team
With the run up to Christmas fast approaching, these last few 
weeks have been filled with the hustle and bustle of weekly 
rehearsals in preparation for our Sixth Form Pantomime!   With 
our support as Head Students, fellow deputy student Caitlin Salt 
has been a fabulous director, leading this project, whilst the rest 
of our Head Team are busy with collaborating fundraising ideas 
together to help with the costs of some of the resources for 
this project. 

On other news, the planning of the Year 13 Ball is underway 
with us in contact with Pride Park as the venue - watch this 
space for the confirmation of dates soon. Finally, in recent 
weeks, some of our Head team had the privilege of meeting the 
Dove Student Voice team and we are excited by the prospects 
lying ahead on how we can tackle numerous issues such as anti-
bullying for example! 

Thanks, Phoebe & Kai (Year 13)

Monday 12th December Careers in the curriculum (week 2)

Tuesday 13th December Carol Service (St John’s)

Wednesday 13th December Christmas dinner for students 
(please see attached menu)

Thursday 15th December Senior Citizen’s Party (Trent Hall)

Friday 16th December Sixth Form Panto (Dove Hall), 
Christmas Jumper Day

Monday 19th December until 
Monday 2nd January 

Christmas Holiday

Thursday 3rd January Academy opens 

Monday 9th January PPEs Commence for Years 11 & 
13 - two weeks

Thursday 19th January Year 9 Parents evening

Friday 20th January KS4 Girls basketball (Leicester), 
KS4 visit Symphony Hall

End of term arrangements - Friday 16th December
On the last day of term, arrangements for all students will be slightly different. Students, if 
they wish, may wear a Christmas jumper to school on this day. This should be worn in addition 
to normal uniform. If a Christmas jumper is worn, students are not required to wear their 
blazer.

Year 12 and 13 students at the SFC will continue in normal lessons and will be dismissed at 
the earlier time of 12:30pm.

The day for Year 7 - 11 students will finish at 1:30pm, with all students being dismissed 
at this earlier time. Buses will be available at this time from the usual collection points for students.

The spring term commences for all students at 8:55am on Tuesday 3rd January 2023.

Christmas lunch will be served to students on Wednesday 14th December.   
Please refer to the poster for full details.

Assembly topics: 
5th December: Gangs and County lines.
12th December: Love and Kindness – Safe 
Christmas break – link to NSPCC.
2nd January: Careers
9th January: Risks, social media.

23 DAYS UNTIL CHRISTMAS!



A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Mrs A A Bickle
As we approach the end of the Year, the staff and students 
at the academy are busy making preparations for the last 
weeks of this term.  
      
On Trent Campus, Year 11 students are busy organising 
various fundraising events in preparation to welcome our 
senior citizens to our annual Christmas Party. Trent Hall will 
again be dressed to impress! The event is always so very 
popular with both staff and students.  The students prepare 
and serve a buffet, whilst the audience is entertained by 
carol singers, talent show finalists and of course, bingo! 
The microphone is passed around and various old jokes 
are recirculated by staff; audience participation takes place 
in the form of a karaoke singalong. As you can imagine 
the afternoon is always a great success. In anticipation of 
what will be a great afternoon, I would like to thank all the 
students and staff for their hard work in putting this event 
together. Tickets to this event can be ordered through Mrs 
Z Mellor on 01283 247700 or email zmellor@deferrers.com

It’s that time of year again, Deck the Doors 2022! Each 
year we challenge every form group to decorate their form 
room door in the most magical way, you can choose to go 
full Christmas or just a wintery wonderland like Narnia. Thank 
you to Mrs Tunstill, Miss Goring and Holly Ison for making 
my door festive!

This year’s Talent Show Final took place last week. The 
audience and judges were treated to a tremendous 
evening and the students involved were just amazing! I am 
immensely proud of all of the students who took part in the 
talent show, well done to you all!    

Our annual Carol Service at St John’s Church, Rolleston 
Road, takes place at 7pm on Tuesday 13th December. 
This is always a highlight of the academy year, and the 
church fills up quickly. As this is a church service, and not 
a ticketed event, it is always advisable to arrive early if you 
want to park nearby and get a decent seat!

Within the academy, we impress on our students the 
importance of attendance and punctuality. Not only is this 
an important lesson for their future working life, it is also 
very important that students are attending school; missed 
days have such a negative impact on their learning. Please 
encourage your children to attend, be punctual at the 
beginning of the day and to each lesson. Thank you for your 
support.  

W o r k  h a r d ,  B e  k i n d ,  C h o o s e  w i s e l y

I hope you find the contents of this 
newsletter, interesting and informative, 
but as always, we welcome feedback on 
how we can improve our communication 
to parents.

Best wishes

Congratulations to two members of our staff.   Mrs S Dewis-Johnson, 
Business Office Manager, on securing a distinction in CIPD Intermediate 
Diploma in Human Resource Management, and to Mr T Riley on his successful 
application for secondment to the academy’s Leadership Team.   Mr Riley’s 
focus will be homework and progress at Key Stage 3. Very well done to 
both colleagues!   

Lily Steadman Year 7

Emily Gosling Year 7

Dove Art Club held a competition to design 
this year’s academy Christmas card and 
the Christmas Carol programme. The Year 
7 students did not disappoint; we received 
some phenomenal pieces of work. I am 
delighted with the two designs. The academy’s 
Christmas card for this year was designed 
by Lilly Steadman and the front cover of the 
Christmas Carol programme was produced by 
Emily Gosling Thank you to both students for 
their lovely work. At the time of writing, we 
are awaiting the result of the competition for 
the Trust’s Christmas card.

This term has been a phenomenal success for 
our various academy teams. These successes 
are credit to our hardworking P.E. staff, who 
spend their free time coaching and encouraging 
our students to become actively involved in 
team sports.   Thank you to all the staff and 
students involved.

Fr iday 2nd December 2022



The de Ferrers

Talent Show
This year's Talent Show Final, which took place last Thursday, proved to be a roaring success. 
A sold out Trent Hall was treated to 22 performances from acts that spanned all year groups, 
including singers. pianists, dancers and a comedian. The panel of seven judges had the unenviable 
task of deciding who would win the prizes, but in the end, the winners were:

First place £200 - Anna Milne
(Year 13), who sang & 
accompanied herself on guitar, 
performing 'Black Horse and the 
Cherry Tree' by KT Tunstall

Second place £100 - Demi Clarke 
(Year 13), who sang 'Skyfall' by 
Adele

Third place £50 - Ben Harper 
(Year 13), who played Nocturne, 
by Chopin on piano

Dove place £50 - Karina Pogan 
(Year 7), who played a Mazurka by 
Saint-Saens on piano

As well as the prizes, the money 
raised from tickets sales, raffle 
and refreshments is an important 
revenue stream for the Music 
department, with which we can 
purchase sheet music for our 
bands and choirs, as well as new 
instruments and repairs to our 
current stock, so we are very 
grateful for your support.

Thank you to all staff that helped 
make the event such a success, 
and many congratulations to all the 
performers who took part - you 
were all magnificent!



Book Fair
Dove Learning Centre recently held a Scholastics Book 
Fair. During their break times, students were invited to 
purchase books from the wide selection on offer. Thanks 
to the support of students and parents, the fair raised 
£882.24 in free books for the academy.

Our first Year 7 students reach 
Level 1 on Sparx!
Below are our first four students in Year 7 to achieve 10,000 XP on Sparx, 
Fazal A, Ash E, Zak B, and Liam W, who were all given their certificates in 
assembly and are pictured here with the Head of Year 7, Mrs. Mosedale. 
Since then both Fazal and Ash have already progressed to Level 3, which 
is an incredible achievement so soon into Year 7. Not only have these 
students completed their compulsory homework, their XP boost, and their 
target tasks each week, but they have also made considerable use of the 
'independent learning section' on Sparx!

As an academy, we take bullying incredibly seriously and seek to ensure 
this is dealt with as quickly and as timely as possible. We have recently 
appointed a set of anti-bullying ambassadors who will represent student 
voice on the issue of bullying, to ensure we are getting it right as much as 
possible Should your son/daughter be concerned about a bullying issue, or 
you have concerns about them being bullied, there are several methods by 
which you can get help:  

- Speak to the Head of Year or Assistant Head of Year
- Speak to a member of the leadership team at the academy
- Alternatively an email can be sent to bullying@deferrers.com 
 
Ensuring all incidents of bullying are reported will help us to deal with any 
issues quickly, and ensure the school is a safe place for all students. 

Attendance & Behaviour 
Anti-bullying

Also on 6th December, the academy will be taking 50 students to visit 
the University of Nottingham for a campus visit.  Students will get an 
insight into university life and will be provided with information, advice 
and guidance regarding higher education options

Next summer the academy is giving all Year 10 students 
the opportunity to go out for a week of work experience.  
Work experience can provide students with opportunities 
to develop work related skills, explore possible career 
options and develop an understanding of the workplace.  
Due to the size of the cohort we wi l be asking all Year 
10 students (and families) to source their own work 
experience placements, so now is a good time to start 
thinking about possible options.  We will be sending 
out a letter to all parents/carers of Year 10 students 
with further details shortly and a dedicated email: 
workexperience@deferrers.com has been set up for any 
questions or queries.  Information will also be available on 
our website, so watch this space!

Work Experience Year 10

Students from Years 7 and 8 recently went to Derby 
Theatre to watch ‘Wind in the Willows’. It was a lively 
performance, containing live music, acting, singing and 
dance.  The students (and staff) thoroughly enjoyed 
the festive performance, and they were a credit to the 
academy.

Trip to the Theatre

University visit

As part of their studies in Music, we are planning to take all 
our Year 7 students to Birmingham's Symphony Hall during 
the day of Wednesday 8th February, to see the City of 
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra perform a concert designed 
especially for Key Stage 3. This is an incredible opportunity 
for our students so, if you are the parent or carer of a Year 
7 student and haven't already done so, could we please ask 
that you log onto Parent Pay to complete the consent form. 
We have been lucky to secure funding of £2500 from the 
Beyne Foundation towards the trip, which has significantly 
reduced the cost.

Year 7 Upcoming Trip to 
Birmingham Symphony Hall



CAREERS
INFORMATION
Apprenticeships
On Monday 28th November the ASK 
Apprenticeships team came into the 
Academy to deliver an Awareness 
Assembly to all Year 10 students.

For those students interested in this pathway, the team will return to Trent 
campus in the New Year to talk about registration, application forms and look 
more closely at interview skills.  In the meantime the ASK team will be visiting 
the Sixth Form Campus on December 6th for a drop in session at lunchtime for 
all Year 12 and 13 students.  

CREATIVE ARTS TRIPS
Year 11 BTEC and Sixth form photography students recently took 
part in two very soggy art trips to Elvaston Castle, and a walk 
around Burton. Despite the awful weather, the students did an 
amazing job in capturing some lovely autumnal shots.



PE Update

Year 10 County Cup.
de Ferrers vs Queen Mary's Grammar school, Walsall.
de Ferrers won 21-0. 
Try Scorers were Haytham Moll, Alfie Bogacki & Ryan Moll.
100% conversion success rate from Daniel Burns.

Rugby Union results

Congratulations to Sophia Wheeler (Year 8), 
who recently qualified for selection for the 
Staffordshire Schools Junior Girls team; Sophia’s 
selection gave her the opportunity to represent 
the County schools team against six other 
counties.   Sophia ran really well finishing 26th in 
a field of 73, an excellent achievement, bearing in 
mind Sophia was the youngest girl in the group. 
She was the fourth Staffordshire athlete across 
the line.
 
Having also just won a district race at Oldfields, 
Sophia is now looking forward to the County 
Schools race in February and is hoping to achieve 
selection for Staffordshire Schools again for the 
English Schools Championships in March.

Under 14 Girls National Cup Football
On Tuesday 22nd November, the U14 Girls travelled to Ashfield High School 
in Nottingham to play in the National Cup, 4 minutes in, Ashfield scored 
an own goal, De Ferrers created the most chances and at 58 mins, Freya 
Smith tapped in a great goal from a cross made by Aaliyah Upton. At 62 
mins, Ashfield took a long range shot from outside the box, which made it 
impossible for goalkeeper Amelie Holt to save. Final Score De Ferrers 2 - 
Ashfield High School 1.

Congratulations to the following students: (left to right) 
Back Row: Georgia Harrison, Elissa White, Evie Fleeman, Imogen Atkin, 
Amelie Holt, Emilia Dormer, Madison Oakes, Scarlett Bodley, Hope Kisna
Front Row: Tiffany Blades, Aaliyah Upton, Katie Hall, Freya Smith.

On Friday 18th November, Year 7&8 students entered the U13 Girls 6 a side 
Football Tournament at Burton Albion FC, ten schools entered, and split into 
two leagues. Despite a win against John Taylor Free School, unfortunately on 
this occasion, we did not progress to the next round.   The students should 
be extremely proud of themselves for their hard work and commitment.

U13 Girls Football 
Tournament at 
Burton Albion

Dave Sunderland Inter 
County Cross Country 2022

Back row: Left to right Bella 
Harrison, Isabelle Burrows, Melissa 
Pearson, Jessica Holloway, Mesha 
Smith
Front Row: Maddison Stretton, 
Phoebe Wilkinson, Jess Ulyett

Under 16 Netball Tournament
On Wednesday 9th November 2022 The de Ferrers 
Academy hosted a U16 Netball tournament and 
entered 3 teams Pink, Black and Yellow. Tent teams 
entered from across the Burton & District area and 
the standard of play and sportsmanship was lovely 
to watch.

DF Black: Played 7, Won 1, Drew 1.

DF Pink: Played 6, Won 4, Drew 1, Lost 1

DF Yellow: Played 7, Won 2, Drew 1.


