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Year 9 Parents’ Evening took place on Thursday 19th January and the 
feedback I received from parents and teachers was really positive, thank 
you for working with us.

Pathways Evening on Tue 24th January was a roaring success with over 
600 students, parents and carers in attendance.  I would like to thank the 
staff and the students for their support on this evening helping students 
make informed decisions and their future pathways.

You may see as you read the newsletter that we listen and value parental 
feedback and have acted upon comments from the Trust survey so more 
lockers are on their way to Dove.  Please keep the feedback coming, we 
want to work in partnership with the community we serve.  I particularly 
like it when parents email me to tell me how wonderful a particular staff 
member is, as this allows me to a parental ‘shout out’.  I cannot begin 
to tell you the difference it makes to a member of staff when their hard 
work is acknowledged by you.

Best Wishes,

Since September, staff have been awarding positive points 
to students, and to date students have been rewarded some 
279,092 positive points.  
Points obviously mean prizes:

50 points - Bronze Certificate
75 points - Silver Certificate
100 points - Gold Certificate
150 points - Bronze plated academy badge
200 points - Silver plated academy badge
250 points - Gold plated academy badge.
400 points - £10 Amazon gift card
500 points - Principal’s Gold Award

The following number of students 
have received the awards below:
Bronze Cert: 1766
Silver Cert: 1431
Gold Cert: 1062
Bronze Badge: 542
Silver Badge: 241
Gold Badge: 101
Amazon Award: 4

Assembly topics: 
30th January: Grooming
6th February: Children’s Mental Health Week

Forthcoming Events:
Monday 30th January: Year 9 Meningitis vaccinations

ASK apprenticeship programme Year 11 
Domestic Violence workshops all week– 
Year 8
NCFE Health & Social Care exam (Year 11)

Friday 3rd February: UofN follow up workshop Year 11

Monday 6th February: Burton College presentation – Year 11
Domestic Violence workshops all week Year 9

Tuesday 7th February: Derby University visit – build your career 
(Year 11)

Wednesday 8th February:

Dear Parents and Carers

This week has seen an end to PPE’s for our Year 11 students.   Students have 
shown great resilience during this period, and the experience will undoubtedly 
help the students grow in confidence.   We will continue to support and build 
upon this throughout the next term to ensure our Year 11 students are fully 
prepared for their exams in May and June.   Year 11, keep up the good work, 
your hard work and effort will be worthwhile!

I am always really uplifted to hear positivity and praise for our students.   The 
Music Department recently organised a trip for 40 students to watch the 
City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra perform at Symphony Hall.   Concert 
goers actually made time to speak with Mr Aston to express how impressed 
they were with our students’ enthusiasm, their impeccable behaviour, and 
excellent manners; the students were a credit to the academy.  Thank you 
to all those involved.    

SFC Apprenticeship workshops
Year 7 Symphony Hall Music Trip (morning 
only)

Thursday 9th February: Year 9 Meningitis vaccinations 

Monday 13th February: Careers in the curriculum, Week 3
Domestic Violence workshops all week – 
Year 10



Dove Campus Update
Academic summaries
The first academic summary of the year for Year 7 and 8 students 
was recently issued on Dove. Students brought home a hard copy of 
this document as well as it being emailed to parents / carers. Guidance 
on what the scores mean, what your child has been learning that 
has informed this report as well as how to support your child moving 
forwards can be found at https://www.deferrers.com/50/reports. 
Should you have any queries related to the academic summary, please 
send these to either   year7office@deferrers.com or year8office@
deferrers.com.

Attitude to Learning Rewards Lunch
We were delighted to host our first attitude to learning (ATL) Rewards 
Lunch on Dove Campus today. Mrs Bickle, Mr Lovell and the Year Teams 
welcomed 81 students from across Years 7 and 8 who all achieved 
attitude to learning scores of all 1s on their recent academic summary. 
A fantastic achievement and one that the students should all be very 
proud of. Congratulations!

Year 7 Music trip
We are looking forward to our Year 7 Music trip to Birmingham on 
Wednesday 8th February. A reminder that all Year 7 students will be 
attending the trip as part of their Music curriculum. Please ensure that 
you have provided consent and made the voluntary parental contribution 
if you are able to do so via ParentPay as soon as possible. Any issues 
for accessing ParentPay should be emailed to office@deferrers.com 
with the subject “ParentPay”.

Lockers
We have recently had an additional 24 lockers installed on Dove 
Campus which are now available for students to rent for the rest of 
the academic year on a first come, first served basis. Please visit the 
following web address should you wish to rent a locker: locker.rentals 
(Note: No need for www. or any other text, just enter locker.rentals).

Domestic Violence workshops
Over the course of the next 4 weeks the academy is hosting an 
external charity who are providing small group workshops to all Year 
7-10 students focusing on domestic violence. All students in Year 7 
have attended the workshop this week, with Year 8 next week and 
Years 9 and 10 in subsequent weeks. We are very proud of the way in 
which all students have engaged with this sensitive topic in a mature 
and supportive way.

Dove History Club
Calling all budding historians! 
If you are interested in any aspect of history. Wednesday 
lunchtimes in DA35 is the place to be. So far, we have 
investigated all aspects of Victorian life, the evolution of 
transport and the history of sport. It is a great atmosphere and 
we look forward to welcoming you. Feel free to bring your ideas 
and your lunches. All welcome!
Mr Keene, Miss Price and the History Club 

Concert Visit to Birmingham
On the evening of Friday 20th January, the Music Department 
took 40 students from across most year groups to see the 
City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra perform at Symphony 
Hall. The concert, hosted by broadcaster John Suchet, had a 
wide variety of music, from Mozart and Beethoven to John 
Williams and Hans Zimmer, and all of our students were held rapt 
throughout the whole concert, with some trying to conduct from 
their seat! We had many positive comments from other concert 
goers on how well behaved, polite and enthusiastic our students 
were, and what a credit they are to the academy.

We will be running more trips throughout the course of the year. 
Next up is the morning of February 8th, where, with funding help 
from The Beyne Foundation, we will be taking the whole of Year 
7 to see the CBSO perform an educational concert, designed 
especially for Key Stage 3 students. This will help with their 
studies in Music, as we will be covering the instruments of the 
orchestra later this term. If you haven't already signed your child 
up to this amazing opportunity on ParentPay, could we please ask 
that you do so as soon as possible.
Simon Aston Trust Leader - Music



CareersDove History Club
The Careers Team has a busy schedule 
of events to look forward to this half 
term.

Year 11: ASK Apprenticeship workshop 
On Monday 30th January, the ASK apprenticeships team will 
be coming into the academy to run a workshop with Year 11 
students interested in following this pathway.  This workshop will 
begin to look at finding and applying for apprenticeships. 

Presentation from Burton and South 
Derbyshire College
On Monday 6th February the Careers Adviser from BSDC will be 
visiting Year 11 students who are interested in going to college.  
The presentation will look at making the move from school to 
College, providing information on courses, services the college 
offers and the application procedure. 

Build your career day.  
Visit to Derby University.
The academy will be taking a group of Year 10 and 11 students 
to Derby University on Tuesday 7th March.  The visit will give 
students the chance to explore their future career options by 
talking to university experts, current students, employers and 
industry professionals.

De Ferrers Careers Fair
Thursday March 9th 2023, 5pm – 7pm
We are currently busy recruiting employers, training providers, 
colleges and higher education institutions to attend our careers 
fair in March.  Open to all students, we are looking forward to 
hosting a variety of opportunities and catering for all potential 
future pathways.  

Careers Tutor Time
Following on from the launch of Unifrog to Year 7, Years 7 and 
8 will begin to use the platform to start to begin exploring 
careers, skills and pathways. 

During tutor time, the Year 10 students have begun a 
programme to support their work experience which they will be 
completing in June.  Some students have already secured their 
placements whilst others are busy researching opportunities and 
approaching possible employers.  Parents/carers are reminded 
of the dedicated email address for any questions or queries 
you may have regarding the work experience programme.                                                                        
Please email workexperience@deferrers.com 

w w w. d e f e r re r s . c o m

Trent Campus Update
Year 9 Pathways process:
The pathways evening held on Tuesday 24th January was a 
huge success with over 600 students and families through 
the door. Year 9 students, parents and carers visited multiple 
Faculty areas to talk to staff and students all passionate 
about their GGCE courses. We now need all Year 9 students 
to select their preferred option choices by the February 
10th deadline. 

Year 11 PPEs success:
We are really proud of how well our students conducted 
themselves during the recent PPEs. The two and half week 
process was very intense and the majority of the students 
rose to the occasion. The results coming through are already 
starting to reflect the commitment dedicated by students. 
A reminder that the academic summary will distributed to 
all Year 11 students on Wednesday February 15th as a 
'mock results' afternoon. The reports will contain the usual 
information including ATL (Attitude to Learning), predicted 
grades, target grades and the additional data of PPE grades 
from the recent examinations.

Year 11 French speaking 
assessments:
We wish all of our Year 11 students the best of luck in the 
upcoming French speaking assessments taking place w/c 
30th January. The real speaking assessments taking place 
in early May equate to 25% of the final grade in French, so 
this is a great opportunity to prepare fully for that aspect 
of the course.

Year 11 Virtual Parents Evening:
The Year 11 Parents Evening is virtual again this year and 
will allow for parents and carers to speak directly to the 
teachers of students as we move in to the final phase of 
preparations for the GCSE examinations in the summer. The 
date for the Parents’ Evening is Thursday 16th February. 
More information will follow directly to parents.

CLICK HERE



Sixth Form Updates
Mrs O’Keeffe and Miss Sessions work in our independent study 
centre. Their role is to offer academic support and guidance for 
students during their targeted and independent study time. As 
part of our extended induction, all Year 12 students complete a 
transition course delivered by our learning mentors. The course 
aims to teach the skills which are essential to meet the demands of 
post-16 study, as well as helping students to establish great study 
habits. During the course they are taught how to take effective 
notes, create a study timetable, set goals for each study session, 
and retrieval and revision strategies.

Message from the 
Head Team:
PPEs (mock exams) have been kicking off during the 
first half of this month until now. To all of the Year 11 
and 13 students doing these internal assessments, as 
well as any Sixth Formers who have done any external 
exams too during this stressful period - you have 
all been brilliant! Well done to everyone for getting 
through it with such perseverance and effort. 

In other news, we are planning in preparation for 
our Dove & Trent Student Voice meetings which are 
being held on the 2nd Feb, collaborating with the 
Student Voice ambassadors on what agendas people 
feel passionate about and want to cover. Finally, we 
just want to say a huge thank you and well done to 
everyone involved in the Sixth Form pantomime from 
the fundraising team, to hair and makeup, to sound 
and lighting, to the main cast, dancers, director and 
more! It was a huge success and it brought so much 
joy to the Dove students. It’s lovely to see that this 
year’s Head Team have been able to welcome back 
this well-regarded tradition again - since COVID-19 has 
prevented us from performing the pantomime live for 
3 years until now. 

Kai Blackhurst & Phoebe Edwards 

Our Sixth Form Learning Mentors

In addition to this, our learning mentors co-ordinate our Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ). This is a qualification equivalent to 50% 
of an A Level. It is an independent research task which involves 
either writing an extended essay of 5,000 words or creating a 
product with an accompanying shorter essay of about 1,000 words. 
It creates an excellent opportunity for students to develop research 
and writing skills whilst exploring a particular passion/interest. Year 
13 students are currently completing their reports and will present 
their projects to a small audience next half term. Year 12 students 
will have the opportunity to sign up for the qualification in the 
summer term. 

Our learning mentors are available from 8.15am - 4.30pm for pre/
post academy support. 

Exciting News for our 
Duke of Edinburgh Candidates:
It is nearly 4 years since we last held a D of E Presentation Evening 
but at long last we are really excited to announce that tickets are 
now on sale for the 2023 Burton D of E Association Presentation 
Evening.

We plan to celebrate the achievements of over 200 de Ferrers 
candidates in style with an evening they will not forget.  The event 
is being held at the Derby Arena on Sunday 26th March.  

Our presenter for the evening is Jon Watts, who, at 18, was 
sentenced to 6 ½ years in a Young Offenders Institute - during 
this time he completed his Bronze, Silver and Gold DofE Award and 
following his release from prison, was employed by Jamie Oliver.  He 
has recently appeared on ITV’s This Morning and is currently writing 
his own cookery book.

We also have the amazing Dave Hide taking presentation photographs 
on the evening following which parents/carers will have the option 
to purchase.

We have de Ferrers candidates who will be compering the evening, 
along with other candidates who will be singing, which they 
performed for a section on their award.

We are looking forward to welcoming as many candidates and 
parents as possible.



Our Sixth Form Learning Mentors Sports Events
U12 Girls’ County Cup semi-final football 
The following Year 7 students met John Taylor High School in the 
semi-finals of the County Cup football competition on Wednesday 18th 
January 2023. 

We knew John Taylor was going to be a tough opposition and 18 mins 
into the game John Taylor was 2-0 up. Bella Harrison made a fantastic 
run from the midfield and managed to claw a goal back in the 19th 
minute. Half time score DF 1 - JT 2

Going into the second half, de Ferrers came back fighting.Alexa Ede 
placed a lovely shot past the JT keeper and the game suddenly 
became very competitive at 2-2. Unfortunately a couple of minutes 
later JT took advantage of gaps created and went 3-2 up.
 
De Ferrers continued to show drive, fantastic teamwork and had most 
of the possession in the final 20 mins. Despite a couple of one to 
ones with the JT keeper, we couldn't get the ball at the back of the 
net. Final Score DF 2 - JT 3

The Year 7 Girls should be proud of their achievements and we will 
continue to grow as a team to come back even stronger next season. 

Back row: Mesha Smith, Isabelle Burrows, Jessica Holloway, Saffron 
Hulse, Holly Durkan, Maddie Smith, Bella Harrison, Daisy Dormer
Front Row: Jess Ullyett, Maddison Parker, Phoebe Wilkinson, Chloe Hill, 
Alexa Ede

Year 7 Football Festival:
On Tuesday 17th January, our Year 7 boys’ football team represented 
DFA in a Burton and District Football Festival. de Ferrers completed the 
group stage with 2 wins and 2 draws with zero goals conceded. 
Unfortunately, we lost on penalties in the semi final stage. All students 
played excellently and represented the academy in an exemplary manner. 

Luke Adams/ Gabriel Askey / Benny Brown / Billy Gower / Harrison 
Harvey / Oliver James / Charlie Jeffries / Kenzie Skitrall / Sam Wilson 

February Half Term 
Holiday Camp:

U14 Girls’ County Cup:
On Friday 13th January 2023 the U14 Girls played Sir 
Graham Balfour from Stafford. Despite the late arrival from 
the opposition and strong winds the de Ferrers girls fought 
hard from the start; unfortunately Captain Tiffany Blades 
rolled her ankle 2 mins into the match and had to remain off 
the pitch for the rest of the game, de Ferrers had most of 
the possession throughout the first half but couldn't get the 
ball at the back of the net. Half time score 0-0. 

In the second half de Ferrers took an early lead with Aaliyah 
Upton scoring in the 38th minute. The team continued to 
show determination and passion which secured a place in the 
semi-final of the County Cup. 

De Ferrers 1 - Sir Graham Balfour 0

Team left to right: 
Back - Evie Fleeman, Imogen Atkin, Freya Smith, Aaliyah Upton, 
Amelie Holt, Madison Oakes, Scarlett Bodley, Georgia Harrison, 
Autumn Savage
Front - Elissa White, Hope Kishna, Tiffany Blades, Katie Hall

Progressive Sports Active camp at The de Ferrers Academy 
(Trent Campus) from Monday 20th – Friday 24th February.  
Bookings are now be taken. Please refer to the flyer for all the 
booking information.


