
GCSE Pathways process – Frequently asked questions

● What is the English Baccalaureate?

The EBacc is not a qualification in its own right – it’s a combination of GCSE subjects.
The EBacc is a set of subjects at GCSE that keeps your options open for further study
and future careers.
The EBacc is:

● English language and literature
● Maths
● Science x 2
● Geography or History
● A modern foreign language

While your child may not have decided on their future career path yet, choosing the
EBacc at GCSE gives them access to a full range of employment options when they
leave secondary school and the broad knowledge that employers are looking for. If
they are thinking of going to university, the EBacc is also recommended by Britain’s
most prestigious universities.

● What are the humanities subjects and do I have to pick one for an option?

The humanities subjects are History and Geography. All students are required to
select one of these.

● Am I allowed to pick Geography and History?

All students have the option of choosing both should they wish to study both.

● If I am on Pathway A, it says that French is compulsory. Can I opt out of French?

Students have been selected to study the EBacc based on current performance in
French.

As an academy we recommend that students study French as part of the English
Baccalaureate (EBacc) as we believe this offers a broad and balanced curriculum for
future success. The study of a language has many benefits for future study and
employment opportunities. It also provides an insight into other cultures, and the
associated benefits of the ability to communicate effectively in many different countries
if travelling now and in the future.

Employers value languages, as they are increasingly important to make sure we can
compete in the global market, with them becoming a requirement for many graduate
schemes in certain industries. In terms of further education, some universities favour
applications from students who have studied a language.



However, if students wish to discuss this, please use the email address:
options@deferrers.com

● Am I able to change my options after the submission deadline of 10th Feb 2023?

Once the options have been selected, then these are locked in to allow timetables and
staffing to be planned. Any request for changes after this deadline will be considered
but cannot be guaranteed

● Am I able to change my options when I have started on a course in September 2023?

No, options are locked in ready for the September start in 2023

● Should I base GCSE options on what I’m good at?

Yes, it’s definitely worth including this as a factor when choosing your GCSEs. You are
likely to enjoy the subjects you are good at. Being good at a particular area might help
you manage your GCSE workload, too, because you’ll maybe be able to complete
work quicker and get good results. What’s more, learning more about a subject you
have a natural ability in might be useful when making career choices later down the
line.

If you are not sure how good you are at a subject, you can talk to your teacher and ask
for advice.

● Should I base GCSE options on what I enjoy?

You’ll be studying that subject for several periods a week for the next two years, so it’ll
definitely help if there are aspects of the subject you enjoy. This could work to your
advantage, because if you enjoy a subject you are more likely to work harder and get
a higher grade in it. It is okay to do a subject just because you like it.

When choosing subjects, you enjoy, ask yourself two things:
▪ What’s the content of this subject at GCSE? (Are you interested in the things you’ll

be learning about?)
▪ What skills does it require? (Do you think you can build the skills this subject

requires?)

● Should I base GCSE options on which teachers I have a good relationship with?

A great teacher can inspire you to do your best in a subject. However, how much you
like your teacher should not be one of the key factors when choosing your GCSE
options. That inspirational teacher might not be your teacher for GCSEs. It may be a



subject where a number of different staff teach and you could end up with any one of
them.

● Should I choose a GCSE subject because my friends are doing it?

You need to do what is best for you. It is better not to just choose a GCSE option
because your friends are taking it. There’s a chance you will make additional new
friends in the subject you choose.

● Should I choose a GCSE subject because of a career I’m interested in?

Of course if you have a career you already feel passionate about pursuing, then do
bear this in mind. However, do not choose a subject because of this without first
checking the subject content and style of study. These things will still determine how
likely you are to enjoy a GCSE. It will also help you to check that you have an accurate
understanding of a career that interests you. Please email the careers team on
careers@deferrers.com if you have any questions regarding career choices.

● What advice should I listen to when choosing GCSE options?

Teachers are really well-placed to offer you advice and support; do talk to your
teachers if you have any questions about your GCSEs and how it all works.

Careers advisers are well-trained and prepared to help you with your careers and
GCSE-related questions – whatever your questions are, they will be able to offer
support, resources and information to help you with your choices.

Your parents / carers can also help - They will have your best interests at heart.

Ultimately, of course, the decision should be yours.

● Are my A-level choices affected by the GCSE choices I make now?

Some A-level options don’t require you to have studied them at GCSE first – for
example, Psychology, Economics, Media studies. For other subjects you’ll most likely
need the GCSE, so check with your teacher to make sure.

● Should I think about how courses are assessed when choosing my GCSE options?

Individual GCSEs and Vocational courses will be marked in a variety of ways –
through reading and writing coursework completed either in lessons or as homework,
exams and perhaps spoken exams (as in the case of languages). You can think about
how you perform well.
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● Your teachers are there to help you choose the most appropriate subjects for you. You
can ask them if there’s an oral test or if there is laboratory or fieldwork involved, and
you can also ask them what percentage of marks is given for coursework style tasks

● If you have any additional learning needs, make sure you discuss this with the school
and consider these needs when making your choice.

● How important is it to get good grades in my GCSEs?

If you want to give yourself a wider choice of options post Year 11, getting good grades
is important. Sixth Form and colleges will require certain GCSE pass grades for entry
to level 3 courses (A level and equivalent).

The good news is that there are many post-16 options out there that are flexible in
terms of grade requirements. There are a range options on offer so it is important to
seek advice. The Careers Team at the academy can advise at any time. Please email:
careers@deferrers.com
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