
 Reading  Writing Additional Notes  
English 
Literature: 
Paper 1 
‘Shakespeare and 
the 19th Century 
Novel’ 
Paper 2 ‘Modern 
Play and Poetry 
(Anthology and 
Unseen)’ 
 

ü Interpret the question and 
respond appropriately 

ü Analysis of unseen extracts 
ü Understand Shakespearean and 

Dickensian language and 
vocabulary 

ü Substantial amount of recall of 
plot, characters and themes to 
demonstrate understanding 

ü Substantial amount of reading 
and retention required (15 
poems, a modern play, a 
Shakespeare play, a Dickens’ 
novel) 

ü Students required to write 5 
essay responses  

ü Students required to write a 
comparative response  

ü Writing for a sustained length of 
time 

ü Use quotations (recall) and 
analyse 

ü Responding to a Shakspearian 
extract and a Dickensian extract  

 

ü Questions are 
essay based and 
heavily 
weighted (up to 
34 marks) 

    
English Language: 
Paper 1 
‘Explorations in 
Creative Reading 
and Writing’ 
Paper 2 ‘Writers’ 
Viewpoints and 
Perspectives’ 

ü Reading and comprehending one 
unseen fictional extract 

ü Reading and comprehending 2 
unseen non-fiction extracts *one 
extract will be pre 19th century  

ü Eliminating statements – 
true/false 

ü Information retrieval  

ü Language analysis on a specified 
section (with reference to 
subject specific terminology) and 
comments of the effect on the 
reader 

ü Structural analysis of whole 
extract (with reference to subject 
specific terminology) and 
comments of the effect on the 
reader 

ü Summarising two non-fiction 
extracts 

ü Comparative response on two 
non-fiction extracts 

ü Responding and evaluating in 
response to given statement. 
Reasons must be justified, 
exemplified with relevant 
quotations and effect on the 
reader must be explored)  

ü Creative writing 
(descriptive/narrative) (40 
marks) 

ü Transactional writing (speech, 
essay, article, letter, leaflet) (40 
marks 

ü Top band 
responses will 
be able to 
explore the 
effect on the 
reader 

ü Subject specific 
terminology 

ü Judicious 
responses  

ü 32 marks 
available for 
technical 
accuracy 

    
Media: 
‘Media One’ 
‘Media Two’  

ü Multiple choice 
ü Recall prior learning 
ü Subject specific terminology  

ü Analyse the source material to 
‘show’ different elements of 
communication (12 marks)  

ü Analyse narrative features (8 
marks) 

ü Respond to ‘why’ 
ü Explain ‘how’ – refer to historical 

context (12 marks) 
ü How are representations used? 

How are newspapers 
constructed? 

ü Explain (briefly)/define subject 
specific terminology 

ü Explain ‘why’ (6 marks)  
ü Essay based response – students 

respond to a given statement 
(evaluative) (20 marks) 

ü How far does an 
analysis…(evaluative) (12 marks) 

ü Essay based response –  ‘To what 
extent’ question (20 marks) 

ü Essay based response – ‘How far 
do you agree?/how far is this 
true?’ (2x20 marks) 

ü Heavily 
weighted 
questions  

ü At least 3 essay 
based 
responses  (20 
marks) 

ü Heavily 
weighted 
shorter 
responses (12 
marks) 

    



Maths: 
(Foundation and 
Higher) 
Paper 1 
Paper 2 
Paper 3 

ü Information retrieval  
ü Understanding subject specific 

terminology  
ü Reading and understanding 

scenarios - heavily worded 
questions  

ü Reading graphs, data and tables 
ü Understanding what symbols 

represent 

ü Explaining ‘how’ 
ü Describe ‘fully’ 
ü Students are asked top ‘show’ 

rather than ‘tell’ 
ü Providing reasoning and 

justifying answers 
ü Writing in ‘terms’ 
ü Students are asked to ‘prove’ 

ü 3 papers for 
each tier 

ü A huge amount 
of subject 
specific 
terminology in 
order for 
students to be 
able to access 
the questions 
and respond 
appropriately 

ü 6 marks is the 
most heavily 
weighted 
question and 
replies on 
students 
‘working out’ 
their answer  

    
Science: 
Chemistry 
(Trilogy)  
Paper 1 F/H 
Paper 2 F/H 

ü Reading 
figures/graphs/tables/diagrams 
and comprehending the 
information provided 

ü Multiple choice 
ü Cloze passage (words provided)  
ü Multiple choice  
ü Reading graphs and tables and 

interpreting the data/results 
ü Reading methods and 

comprehending the information 
to formulate response  

ü Subject specific terminology to 
access most questions  

ü Reading formulas and symbols 
ü Reading initialisms and acronyms 
ü Reading equations 

ü Cloze passages (words provided) 
ü Define subject specific 

terminology  
ü Describe method to 

identify…(use an indicator in the 
method) 

ü Describe in more detail (a 
process for instance)  

ü Determine mass 
ü Calculations based on 

experiments 
ü Providing similarities and 

differences 
ü Explaining ‘why’/ explaining 

graphs and tables/ explaining 
processes(6 marks)  

ü Suggest reasons and ‘why’ 
questions 

ü Describe a test and provide 
results in written format 

ü Writing mistakes and problems 
caused by experiments 

ü Writing conclusions based on 
figures and diagrams  

ü Plan an investigation (6 marks) 
ü Evaluate (4/6 marks) 
ü Providing answers in ‘standard 

form’ 

ü Understanding 
subject 
terminology is 
absolutely vital 
to allow 
students to 
access even the 
1 mark 
questions 

    
Science: Biology 
(Trilogy)  
Paper 1 F/H 
Paper 2 F/H 

ü Multiple choice  
ü Reading graphs and tables and 

interpreting the data/results 
ü Reading methods and 

comprehending the information 
to formulate response  

ü Subject specific terminology to 
access most questions  

ü Reading formulas and symbols 
ü Reading initialisms and acronyms  

ü Calculate using  a table provided 
ü Suggest reasons and ‘why’ 

questions 
ü Providing conclusions based on 

analysis of tables/graphs  
ü Describe ‘ways’/describe ‘how’ 
ü Responding to statements  
ü Comparing using graphs/tables 
ü Explain why/explain subject 

specific terminology/explain how 
in more detail (6 marks) 

ü Explain a hypothesis 
ü Stating advantages and 

disadvantages 
ü Predict based on tables/graphs 

and provide reasons  
ü Cloze passages (words provided) 
ü Design an investigation (6 marks)  

ü Understanding 
subject 
terminology is 
absolutely vital 
to allow 
students to 
access even the 
1 mark 
questions.  



ü Providing variables to a given 
scenario/method/experiment 

    
Science: Physics ü Read and understand a Physics 

Equations Sheet with subject 
specific terminology 

ü Multiple choice 
ü Cloze passage (words provided) 
ü Reading figures and diagrams 

and interpreting the 
data/information 

ü Understanding symbols 
ü Identify true statements 
ü Reading and understanding given 

theories 

ü Define subject specific 
terminology 

ü Respond to ‘how’ and ‘what’ 
questions 

ü Providing reasoning 
ü Explain ‘why’ 
ü Describe ‘how’ (4 marks) 
ü Explain recalling on previous 

learning (6 marks)  
ü Provided conclusions based on 

data/figures 
ü Explaining given scenarios 
ü Identifying strengths and 

weaknesses of given models 
ü Explain (6 marks) 

ü Understanding 
subject 
terminology is 
absolutely vital 
to allow 
students to 
access even the 
1 mark 
questions. 

    
D&T: Food and 
Nutrition 

ü Information retrieval (multiple 
choice) 

ü Process of elimination 
ü Understanding subject specific 

terminology 
ü True/false statements 
ü Interpretation of given 

information  

ü Respond to scenario and explain 
subject specific terminology (6 
marks) 

ü Assessing and evaluating – 
providing reasoning for choices 
(12 marks) 

ü Describe and explain – provide 
examples (6 marks) 

ü Providing functions of food types 
ü Labelling and explaining 

diagrams 
ü Utilise subject specific 

terminology  
ü Evaluate (8/12 marks) 

 

ü Subject 
terminology 
required to 
access 
questions  

    
D&T:  ü Understanding subject specific 

terminology 
ü Multiple choice 
ü Reading 

diagrams/model/graph/drawings  
 

ü Explaining subject specific 
terminology  

ü Explaining and providing 
reasoning and examples 

ü Describe process 
ü Show how a product can be 

manufactured (12 marks) 
ü Providing 

advantages/disadvantages 
ü Describe benefits 
ü Provide examples for points 

made in a written response (8 
marks) 

ü Identifying features and 
explaining ‘what’ (6 marks) 

ü ‘How’ questions (6 marks) 
ü State properties/reasons 
ü Describe ‘ways’ and provide 

examples 
ü Evaluate  
ü Explain  

 

    
Business: 
Paper1 
Paper 2 

ü Multiple choice 
ü Reading extended source 

material/scenario and 
information retrieval  

ü Reading and comprehending an 
organisation chart 

ü Identification and written 
response 

ü Explain ‘how’ 
ü Explain benefit of… 
ü Analysis based on source 

material (6x6 marks)  
ü Provide a written 

recommendation and provide 
reasons (4x9 marks)  

ü Explain and interpret given 
information 
(table/diagram/model) 

 



ü Writing formulas 
ü Analysis and evaluation of  the 

impact of specific situation (2x12 
marks) 

ü Explaining reasons and 
disadvantages  

    
Economics: 
Paper 1 
Paper 2 

ü Multiple choice 
ü Reading extract/source material 
ü Interpreting data  
ü Reading and understanding 

tables/graphs/diagrams 
ü Subject specific terminology  

ü Explaining reasoning/explaining 
‘why’ 

ü Analysing data and explaining (6 
marks)  

ü Reading source material and 
assessing (9 marks) 

ü Providing definitions  
ü State objectives  
ü Justifying a point of view (15 

marks) 

 

    
Computer 
Science:  
Paper 1 
Paper 2 

ü Reading tables/graphs and 
interpreting data 

ü Information retrieval  
ü Reading statements and 

inserting in the correct place 

ü Write an algorithm (4/6 marks) 
ü Describing terms and phrases  
ü Describe benefits 
ü Describe differences  
ü Show (not tell) the process 
ü Explaining advantages  
ü Show the effect… 
ü Describe a shift… 
ü Describing threats and 

preventions  
ü Writing a comparison  
ü Provide method and justification 
ü Discuss the impact of a given 

situation (9 marks) 
ü Explain why something is 

true/false 
ü Defining terms/phrases  

 

    
iMedia:  
1 Paper 

ü Heavily worded questions 
ü Information retrieval 
ü Read and comprehend given 

images (multimodal)  

ü Identify 
ü Explain the purpose… 
ü Explain ‘how’ 
ü Explain reason 
ü Describe ‘what’  
ü Create a mood board (9 marks) – 

annotations to justify choices 
must be included 

ü Create a mindmap to show 
planning for a short film (9 
marks) 

ü Discuss the suitability of 
storyboard including strengths, 
weakness and areas of 
improvement (evaluative) (12 
marks) 

 

    
Enterprise and 
Marketing:  
1 Paper  

ü Multiple choice 
ü Reading and interpreting 

models/graphs/tables 

ü Analyse benefits of given 
scenario (6 marks) 

ü Analyse ‘ways’ (6 marks) 
ü Explain reasons  
ü Identify stages 
ü Decision/explanation/advantage

/disadvantage 
ü State and explain activities 
ü Method and explanation  
ü Recommend methods and justify 

(8 marks) 

 

    
History: 
 
Paper 1 ‘The 
People’s Health, 

ü Reading interpretations of a 
given topic/area.  

ü Reading sources  

ü Providing examples in response 
to historical events 

ü Written summaries of historical 
events (questions explicitly state 

ü 6 of the 
questions are 
essay responses 



c. 1250 to 
present with The 
Norman 
Conquest, 1065- 
1087’ 
Paper 2 ‘The 
Making of 
America, 1789-
1900 with Living 
under Nazi Rule, 
1933-1945) 
Paper 3 
‘Kenilworth 
Castle’ 

ü Knowledge recall of substantial 
amount of reading (a term spent 
reading material for each topic)  

responses should be clear and 
organised)  

ü Responding to ‘why’ questions 
ü ‘How far do you agree…’ 

questions – essay response 
ü Identify and explain  
ü Explain the how on suggested 

research projects  
ü Essay questions and Spag  

 

(each worth up 
to 20 marks) 

ü Paper 3 – 20% 
explicitly SPaG 
 

    
Geography:  
 
Paper 1 ‘Living 
with the Physical 
Environment’ 
Paper 2 
‘Challenges in the 
Human 
Environment’ 
Paper 2 
‘Geographical 
Applications’  

ü True/false statements/ 
Information retrieval (multiple 
choice) 

ü Deciphering maps and diagrams 
ü Reading and understanding 

subject specific terminology 
ü Reading figures and turning them 

into words 
ü Reading a key to aid 

understanding of mas and 
diagrams 

ü Defining terminology (through 
process of elimination)  

ü Cloze passages (words are 
provided) 

ü Mathematical working out 
ü Reading and understanding 

multi-modal extended sources 
and extracts (up to A4)  
 

ü Description of events 
ü Articulating understanding and 

evidencing their understanding  
ü Explaining and reasoning 
ü Interpreting diagrams and maps 

to formulate a written response 
ü SPaG 
ü Asses and write a response to a 

given scenario (9 marks)  
ü Using case studies to write a 

response  
ü Responding to a statement to 

show agreement – 
demonstrating understanding 
and explanation 

ü ‘To what extent…’ questions 
ü Explaining differences   
ü Analysis – providing the effects 

of methods (eg. water stress’) 
ü Providing alternative methods 

for presenting data with 
reasoning  

ü Comparative responses 
ü Justifying methods of data 

collection 

ü 12 marks 
explicitly 
awarded for 
SPaG  

ü 12 marks is the 
most heavily 
weighted 
question  

    
Art No reading for the exam No writing for the actual exam, but Steph 

Bogacki has provided the following 
information:  
 

ü Students need to analyse their 
own work as it develops and that 
of both historical and 
contemporary artists. 

ü Students are given frameworks 
on showbie (RY6QB) and on 
worksheets along with lists of 
technical vocabulary. For BTEC 
students are required as part of 
their assessed exam to write an 
evaluation but this can be 
prepped beforehand and notes 
taken in to the exam. 

ü For GCSE in Core skills it says 
they need to be able to critically 
analyse sources and written 
annotation should use 
appropriate specialist 
vocabulary. 

 

ü Students are 
encouraged to 
produce a piece 
of written work, 
but this is not 
necessary for 
the subject. This 
is what the 
faculty staff 
have chosen to 
do to allow 
weaker 
students (less 
able in artistic 
skills) to 
progress.  

    
MFL: 
Paper 1 
‘Listening’ 

ü Matching English terms to the 
French equivalent 

ü How, Why and What questions 
(listening and reading paper) 
worth 1/2 marks each 

ü For the listening 
papers, 
students have 



Paper 2 ‘Writing’ 
Paper 3 ‘Reading’ 

ü Comprehension:  Completing 
sentences based on reading 
French information. 

ü Reading French interviews then 
information retrieval through 
true/false statements 

ü Being able to discuss advantages 
having read a French article  

ü Reading extracts in French  
ü For each paper, there is a whole 

section written in French 
ü Reading phrases in English to 

translate 

ü Process of elimination based on 
what a student hears (listening 
and reading paper) 

ü Providing details and reasons 
(after reading French extract) 

ü 16 mark essay task in French 
(Foundation Paper: image for 
stimulus. This is not the case for 
the Higher Paper) 

ü Writing translations (10 marks) 
ü Higher Paper there is a (32 mark) 

written response.  

to articulate 
responses in 
written format 
 

    
Religious Studies: 
Paper 1 ‘Islam’ 
Paper 1 
‘Christianity’ 
Paper 2A 
‘Thematic Studies  

ü Multiple choice 
ü Heavily worded questions  
ü Understanding statements  

ü Explain contrasting/religious 
beliefs 

ü Evaluate a statement (8x12 
marks) 

ü Providing reason  

ü 21 SPaG 
Explicitly 
marked 
 

    
Health and Social 
Care 

ü Multiple choice statements 
building on existing knowledge 

ü Heavily worded questions 
providing scenarios – 
information retrieval and 
comprehension 

ü Reading extracts 
 

ü Explaining in response to a given 
scenario 

ü Explaining developing source 
material provided whilst 
providing examples and 
explanations 

ü Describe examples based on 
reading source material 

ü Describe questions (5 marks) 
ü Responding to ‘how’ questions  
ü Recall prior learning to name 

characteristics of Equality Act’ 
ü Defining subject specific 

terminology  
ü Explaining in more detail to a 

given scenario (8 marks)  
ü Providing reasoning  

 

    
Child 
Development 

ü No paper available but currently 
multiple choice 

ü No paper available  *the paper is set to 
change 

    
PE: 
Paper 1 ‘Physical 
Factors Affecting 
Performance’ 
Paper 2 ‘Socio-
cultural Issues 
and Sports 
Psychology’  

ü Understanding a diagram and 
identification of aspects of it 

ü Providing definitions for subject 
specific terminology  

ü True/false statements 
ü Information retrieval from 

previous studies 
ü Cloze passage (words provided) 

ü Describe the function of a given 
topic 

ü Explaining subject specific 
terminology and applying to 
practical examples. 

ü Explaining the difference 
between 2 items 

ü Describing features of sport 
activities 

ü Assessing ‘how’ methods 
ü Explaining in more detail  
ü Defining in more detail with 

reasoning 
ü Describe and evaluate 
ü Analyse the effects of a given 

topic 
ü Providing advantages and 

disadvantages  

ü 6 marks is the 
most heavily 
weighted 
answer for PE 

 
 


