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ENGLISH Shakespeare text: In this unit, students will read the whole play and study extracts from the play and develop an analytical response to ideas and 
themes. They will be expected to explore Shakespeare’s use of language and dramatic devices in an exploratory way; paying close attention to 
the effect on the reader/audience. Students will also consider the context of the play, examining its events in relation to societal norms during this 
period in history, and its relevance or lessons for today’s audience.
This unit is suited to allow students to access a Shakespearean play in preparation for the English Literature pathway.  They should be taught how 
to identify layers of meanings within the speeches and appreciate how writers’ use of methods creates meaning.  By the end of the unit, students 
should be able to analyse characters, themes and contextual influences. 

MATHS Decimals and ratio: ordering decimals and rounding, place value calculations, calculations with decimals, ratio and proportion with decimals

Lines and angles: quadrilaterals, angles in parallel lines, exterior/interior angles

Calculating with fractions: fraction operations

SCIENCE
BIOLOGY

Evolution The variation between species and between individuals of the same species means some organisms compete more successfully, which 
can drive natural selection. Changes in the environment may leave individuals within a species, and some entire species, less well adapted to 
compete successfully and reproduce, which in turn may lead to extinction. The importance of maintaining biodiversity and the use of gene banks 
to preserve hereditary material.

Photosynthesis The reactants in, and products of, photosynthesis, and a word summary for photosynthesis. The dependence of almost all life 
on Earth on the ability of photosynthetic organisms, such as plants and algae, to use sunlight in photosynthesis to build organic molecules that are 
an essential energy store and to maintain levels of oxygen and carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. The adaptations of leaves for photosynthesis.
 

SCIENCE
CHEMISTRY

SCIENCE
PHYSICS

• Wave effects
• Wave properties

GEOGRAPHY A continent study of Antarctica.
Who owns Antarctica?, Physical and human causes of climate change, Effects of climate change on Antarctica, Threats to Antarctica 
(Tourism), Ecosystems
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HISTORY The French Revolution, What was France like in the 1780s?, What was the American War of Independence and how did it kick start a revolution in 
France?, Why was there a revolution in 1789?, Who were the winners and losers as a result of the Revolution?, Who was Napoleon and how did 
he change France?, Why was Napoleon seen as a hero and as a villain?, International and national impact of the revolution.

MFL (FRENCH) SPRING 1
• Body parts, J’ai mal à.., illness, healthy &
• living, health advice, sport + activity
• aller + infinitive (what you are going to 
• do to be healthier)
SPRING 2
• Clothes + occasions (to go to ..I wear), 
• describing clothes (adjectives + agreements)
• giving opinions about people’s outfits, 
• school uniform + opinions, ideal uniform

ART Year 8 Portraits This project is designed to introduce students to the use of portraiture in art and how artists convey mood and emotion through 
composition, colour and expression. Students will look at a range of techniques and processes linked to contemporary Pop Artists Duane Shue, 
Louis Jover and Amaud Baville. Students will be expected to make a personal response through their use of expression and colour.  Paint techniques 
and composition will be a direct response to the artists studied.
 This project runs un until the end of the summer term.

DRAMA • Non-Naturalistic Drama - Dramatic Tension
• Focus – Script Exploration
• Development of a devised piece of theatre based on exploration of a script 
• Interpretation of themes/characters/situations from the original play.
• Atmosphere
• Tension
• Technical Theatre
• Stylised Movement
• Soundscape
• Vocal Collage
• Sound Effects
• Lighting
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DT Rotations every 6/7 weeks:
Some modules are focused on the key basic skills for year 8 due to Covid
Back to Basics- students look at food posioning and food safety. We also look at the 5 nutrients and the eatwell guide and discuss the term ‘balanced 
diet’. Pratical lessons link to theory.
Fully Equipped- Students are introduced to weighing and measuring and tools and equipment used within a food room.
Stand Up- Students are tasked with learning how to use a sewing machine and the health and safety within the Textiles room. They will use their 
skills and knowledge to make a textile stand for a technology product.
Treatwise- Students design and make a sweet dispenser using their workshop skills.
Chocolate Box- Students build on their graphics skills and produce a chocolate box based on a chosen occasion.
Path to Success- Students are required to create a company name and logo. They will design and make a series of pop up box cards which relate 
to a chosen theme or occasion that can be sold in a local card shop 

ICT/ENTERPRISE Computing The final topics in Year 8 cover Website Creation, encorporating: HTML, CSS and JavaScript to create a fully functional and responsive 
website. The year will end with students building on their knowledge of Games Creation in Year 7 to create an even more complex game.

Enterprise The students will learn about marketing within a business, and will relate to real life businesses. They will understand how busniesses 
use market research to allow them to create an effective marketing mix.Students will then create a final project(creation of a business) using all the 
skills they have learnt throughout the year to consolidate learning and progress.

MUSIC Samba

RS Our next unit ‘Inspirational People’ allows students to explore a range of key religious characters from the past and present and make 
connections between their faith and the social action they took to regarding Human Rights. We start this unit by getting students to analyse 
what is meant by an inspiration person and to think about their inspiration.
We then explore 5 Inspirational people in depth (Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Nelson Mandela and Mother Teresa) and compare 
and contrast their actions.

VALUES In PSHE students will cover ‘Mental Health Awareness and Social Media’, by this stage the students and teacher would have established 
relationships with the group in discussing this sensitive topic. Within the unit emotional health will be explore in detail as well as links to 
language use and mental health stigma. We ensure this is relevant to the age group by looking at managing change and social media 
use. In Citizenship they will cover ‘Crime and Punishment’ which builds upon their prior learning in the ‘Risk Taking’ module. We begin by 
understanding the difference between a crime and breaking the rules and then explore the role of the punishment in society, social media 
and crime as well as young offenders. 


