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ENGLISH Novel Study:  In this unit, students will study a novel (Lord of the Flies or Smart) and develop an analytical response to ideas and themes.  They will be 
expected to explore the writer’s use of language in an exploratory way; paying close attention to the effect on the reader.  Students will also consider 
the context of the novel and its relevance or lessons for today’s audience. This unit is suited to allow students to explore developing characterisation in 
response to a setting removed from normal societal structures. They should be taught how to identify layers of meanings within the language used for the 
characters’ interaction and the role of characters within a novel with a message to be explored. By the end of the unit, students should have encountered 
analysis of characters, themes and contextual influences, through exploration of language and structure. Lord of the Flies: This unit is suited to allow 
students to explore developing characterisation in response to a setting removed from normal societal structures. They should be taught how to identify 
layers of meanings within the language used for the characters’ interaction and the role of characters within a novel with a message to be explored. By 
the end of the unit, students should have encountered analysis of characters, themes and contextual influences, through exploration of language and 
structure. Smart:  In this unit, students will study a modern novel with themes of family, difference, isolation, bullying/violence and crime. They will consider 
the characterisation of the protagonist and the effect of the narrative style. The portrayal of emotions and relationships between characters will be explored, 
alongside the writer’s use of language devices and structural techniques.
The novel will form a springboard from which to explore thematically related non-fiction texts, or other related fiction extracts – Robin Hood, Sherlock 
Holmes, L.S. Lowry and his artwork, journalism, Nottingham, Autism/ASD are all topics to be explored and discussed through the use of other texts. The 
knowledge and ideas learned will then be applied to/compared with the novel, adding context to the ideas presented in the novel. Students will learn how 
to apply relevant context when analysing texts and use their wider reading to help them explore authorial intent.
Students will also revise and develop their understanding of persuasive devices and descriptive language. This knowledge will then be applied in their 
own pieces of writing, where the purpose and form of the text will be key success criteria.

MATHS Straight-line graphs: direct proportion on graphs, gradients, equations of straight lines
Percentages, decimals and fractions: fractions and decimals, equivalent proportions, writing percentages, percentages of amounts
Statistics, graphs and charts: pie charts, two-way tables, comparing data, scatter graphs

SCIENCE
BIOLOGY

Inheritance Heredity as the process by which genetic information is transmitted from one generation to the next. A simple model of chromosomes, genes and DNA 
in heredity. Drawing punnet squares to calculate a probability, ratio or determine the characterises of the offspring. Describe the process of genetic engineering. 
Learn about genetic diseases and how these can be passed on to offspring. 

SCIENCE
CHEMISTRY

Climate Carbon is recycled through natural processes in the atmosphere, ecosystems, oceans and the Earth’s crust (such as photosynthesis and 
respiration) as well as human activities (burning fuels).
Greenhouse gases reduce the amount of energy lost from the Earth through radiation and therefore the temperature has been rising as the concen-
tration of those gases has risen. Scientists have evidence that global warming caused by human activity is causing changes in climate. Students need 
to be able to: Use a diagram to show how carbon is recycled in the environment and through living things. Describe how human activities affect the 
carbon cycle. Describe how global warming can impact on
climate and local weather patterns. Evaluate the implications of a proposal to reduce carbon emissions. Evaluate claims that human activity is causing 
global warming or climate change. Compare the relative effects of human-produced and natural global warming.

A science project may be undertaken if time remains before summer

SCIENCE
PHYSICS

Speed: Students will learn that if the overall, resultant force on an object is non-zero, its motion changes and it slows down, speeds up or changes 
direction.They will learn how ot illustrate a journey with changing speed on a distance- time graph, and describe the changes in motion a d-t graph 
shows.They will be able to describe how the speed of an object varies when measured by observers who are not moving, or moving relative to the 
object.
Heating & Cooling Students learn that the thermal energy of an object depends upon its mass and temperature and that when there is a temperature 
difference, energy transfers from the hotter to the cooler object. They learn that thermal energy is transferred through different pathways, by particles 
in conduction and convection, and by radiation. They will explain observations about changing temperature in terms of heat flow and describe how an 
object’s temperature changes over time when heated or cooled. They will learn to explain how a method of heat insulation works in terms of conduc-
tion, convection and radiation, and sketch diagrams to show convection currents.
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GEOGRAPHY A country study of Australia. Human and physical causes of flooding, Storm hydrographs, effects of flooding, Biomes, Wildfires, Australia 
and Covid

HISTORY Slavery and the American Civil War, Why did the British Empire rely on slavery?, Why was it so horrific on a slave ship?, What was a slave sale like?, 
What was life like on a plantation?, How did people justify slavery in the 1800s?, How and why was slavery finally ended in Britain?, Why was there a 
Civil War in the USA in 1861?, What happened in the American Civil War?, Why did the Northern states win?, What was the impact of the Civil War? 

MFL (FRENCH) SUMMER 1
• Holiday destinations , French speaking 
• countries, talking about holidays (where, who with, when, for how long)
• Saying what you do on holiday (recap of present tense), what you can do (on peut+ infinitive) & what you are going to do.
SUMMER 2
• Weather + activities, visiting Normandy (saying what you can do /visit) 
• Regions of France - workbook

ART Year 8 Portraits: This project is designed to introduce students to the use of portraiture in art and how artists convey mood and emotion through composition, 
colour and expression. Students will look at a range of techniques and processes linked to contemporary Pop Artists Duane Shue, Louis Jover and Amaud 
Baville. Students will be expected to make a personal response through their use of expression and colour.  Paint techniques and composition will be a 
direct response to the artists studied.
 This project runs un until the end of the summer term.

DRAMA • Script exploration
• Focus – Script Exploration
• Perform of an extract from a script. 
• Exploration and development of a playwrights intentions i.e. create comedy, develop atmosphere or be non-naturalistic as appropriate for the piece
• Archetypes
• Stereotypes
• Role on the wall
• Hot Seating
• Subtext
• Dialogue
• Stage directions
• Acting
• Scene
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DT Rotations every 6/7 weeks:
Some modules are focused on the key basic skills for year 8 due to Covid
Back to Basics- students look at food posioning and food safety. We also look at the 5 nutrients and the eatwell guide and discuss the term ‘balanced diet’. Pratical 
lessons link to theory.
Fully Equipped- Students are introduced to weighing and measuring and tools and equipment used within a food room.
Stand Up- Students are tasked with learning how to use a sewing machine and the health and safety within the Textiles room. They will use their skills and knowledge 
to make a textile stand for a technology product.
Treatwise- Students design and make a sweet dispenser using their workshop skills.
Chocolate Box- Students build on their graphics skills and produce a chocolate box based on a chosen occasion.
Path to Success- Students are required to create a company name and logo. They will design and make a series of pop up box cards which relate to a chosen theme 
or occasion that can be sold in a local card shop 

ICT/ENTERPRISE Computing The final topics in Year 8 cover Website Creation, encorporating: HTML, CSS and JavaScript to create a fully functional and responsive website. The 
year will end with students building on their knowledge of Games Creation in Year 7 to create an even more complex game.
Enterprise The students will learn about marketing within a business, and will relate to real life businesses. They will understand how busniesses use market research 
to allow them to create an effective marketing mix.Students will then create a final project(creation of a business) using all the skills they have learnt throughout the 
year to consolidate learning and progress.

MUSIC The Blues

RS The final unit in Year 8 is ‘Sikhism’ as this is a religion our students are likely to have contact with in their local community. We begin by exploring prior 
learning from our units in Year 7 through completing recall activities. Within this unit, students
will explore in depth beliefs and practices within Sikhism and be able to answer enquiry questions such as ‘How is respect and equality shown in the 
Gurdwara?, ‘How is Vaisakhi and Diwali celebrated?’ and ‘Who founded Sikhism?’.

VALUES This unit of work focuses on ‘Money’ within PSHE lessons which introduces the idea of financial independence alongside broader thoughts about the cost 
of living, future earnings, budgeting etc. In Citizenship our unit on ‘Human Rights’ build upon prior knowledge from our ‘Politics, Rights and British Values’ 
unit . Within the ‘Human Rights’ unit we find out about the history of Human Rights, why they are important and why children have a separate rights to 
adults. We will also cover Female Genital Mutilation in this unit as there is a clearly link here to violations of human rights. 
Our final Year 8 PSHE unit is ‘Relationships and Sex Education’.  In this unit we explore different types of intimate relationships including marriage, 
cohabitation and LGBTQ+, consent, different types of contraception and STIs. In Citizenship we end with a unit on ‘Careers’ building upon their knowledge 
from Year 7. The focus of this unit links to the Gatsby Benchmarks and allows students to explore different job sectors, how the job market might change 
in the lifetime and to undertake their own Unifrog exploration and presentation. 

PE Our summer term focus on two main areas, athletics where every group will get the opportunity to take part in all events both track and field. The second 
aspect we focus on is striking and fielding. Our students will have the opporrtunity to participate in Tennis, rounders, cricket  and softball. We use the co-
operative learning model throughout this term as we believe students can help each other, displaying good leadership and analysis skills, additonaly it is 
a nice mix of both team and indivdiual activities. At the end of the summer term we have our whole school sports day whcih is a superb celebration of all 
PE activities.


