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ENGLISH Novel Study: In this unit, students will study a novel and develop an analytical response to ideas and themes.  They will be expected to explore 
the writer’s use of language in an exploratory way; paying close attention to the effect on the reader.  Students will also consider the context 
of the novel and its relevance or lessons for today’s audience. This unit is suited to allow students to explore developing characterisation 
in response to a setting removed from normal societal structures. They should be taught how to identify layers of meanings within the 
language used for the characters’ interaction and the role of characters within a novel with a message to be explored. By the end of the unit, 
students should have encountered analysis of characters, themes and contextual influences, through exploration of language and structure. 

MATHS FOUNDATION
Graphs, tables and charts: frequency tables, two-way tables, representing data, time series, pie charts, scatter graphs
Fractions and percentages: fractions, converting fractions/decimals/percentages, calculating percentages
Equations: solving equations, inequalities, generating sequences, nth term of a sequence

HIGHER
Interpreting and representing data: statistical diagrams, time series, scatter graphs, averages and range, pie charts
Fractions, ratio and percentages: fraction operations, ratio, percentages, converting fractions/decimals/percentages
Angles and trigonometry: interior/exterior angles, Pythagoras’ Theorem, trigonometry

SCIENCE
BIOLOGY

Cell transport. Describe how substances can move into and out of cells via diffusion, osmosis and active transport. Pratcial work to investigate 
mass changes for potato placed in different concentration salt/sugar solutions. Explain these changes using osmosis. 

Organisation. The organisation of the human body in terms of cells, tissues, organs and organ systems. The function of the digestive system and 
how the organs involved are adpated for their role. Practical work to test for a range of carbohydrates, lipids and proteins. Explain how enzymes 
work, the factors affecting enzyme activity and the role of enzymes in the digestive system. Practical work to investigate the effect of pH on the rate 
of reaction of amylase enzyme. Describe the role of bile in the digestive system.

SCIENCE
CHEMISTRY

• Energy changes
• Bonding, Structure & Properties of matter

SCIENCE
PHYSICS

• Particle model
• Electricity (part 1)
• Atomic Structure (part 1)

GEOGRAPHY Country study of Japan.
Population, Urbanisation, Development, Rural decline, Sustainable urban living, Tsunamis, 



YEAR 9 2022-2023 
CURRICULUM

WORK HARD
BE KIND
CHOOSE WISELY

The de
Ferrers
Trust

Proud to be part of

SUBJECT SPRING TERM CURRICULUM

HISTORY Who were the Suffragettes?, Was Emily Davison a martyr or a murder victim?, Why were women finally given the vote in 1918?, What was the 
impact of First World War on Germany? The Treaty of Versailles, Why was the League of Nations a failure, What were the consequences of The 
Wall Street Crash, How and why was Hitler able to win support in Germany?, Why was Hitler made Chancellor in 1933?  Rise of Evil - investigation 
into Hitler’s rise to power
How did Hitler change Germany for children?
How did Hitler change Germany for women?
Was the 1936 Olympics a success or a failure for Hitler and the Nazis?
Were the workers better off under the Nazis?
How were the Nazis able to control people in Germany?
Holocaust Investigation

MFL (FRENCH)

ART Year 9 Metamorphosis. During this project students will explore the theme of Metamorphosis. They will further develop their skills and 
understanding of the visual elements. Students will also have the opportunity to extend their knowledge of historical and contemporary artists 
and improve their drawing and painting techniques. As well as being exposed to a range of artists, students will also have the opportunity 
to study a chosen artist in depth, both visually and analytically. From this understanding students will then produce their own studies and 
experiments taking influence from their artist. This will provide the preparatory work needed to compose their own Fine Art outcome and 
produce a magazine cover, working digitally as a designer.

DRAMA Non-Naturalistic Drama - Performance Skills
Focus – Non-Naturalistic Drama (Performance Skills)
Performance of either a scripted or a devised scene using non-verbal techniques to clearly convey information to an audience. 
This can be an individual performance (monologue) or a group performance.
 All members of the group should perform or take a technical role such as sound or lighting designer. 
Performers should consider their individual performance making their movements suitable for their role. 
Technical students should consider how sound and lighting can be used to convey meaning and/or atmosphere on stage.
COSTUME - Can be symbolic through colour or style, representing a character’s personality
MOVEMENT - The way a character moves can represent how they feel at a particular moment, such as folding their arms to show they do 
not like the situation.
PROPS - Items on stage can have meaning, such as cross to show a character is Christian or a knife to show they are dangerous.
COLOUR - Colours are each associated with different meanings. For example, a red light or sign is usually a symbol of danger, such as a 
red traffic light.
SOUND - A beating heartbeat can create tension, an upbeat song can create the feeling of happiness, church bells represent marriage, bird 
song creates the idea of being outdoors.
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DT Rotations every 6/7 weeks:
Food Around the World- Students focus on foods from around the world and look at different diets. They choose a country to cook a main course 
as their practical assessment.
Time to read- Students build on their graphics skills even further and produce a ‘Pop Up’ children’s book based on a fable.
Nutrition Mission- A look at nutrients in more depth building on what has been learnt in previous years. Practical lessons link to theory. Students also 
gain an opportunity of cooking a free choice dish which links to a design brief.
Timepiece - Students will look in to the work of others and create designs and a final product  from wood based on their findings.
CAD Reloaded- Students will get learn how to use a CAD/CAM software called OnShape and product £D CAD drawings based on a given brief.
Shopaholics- Students will learn a series of textiles decorative and sewing techniques in order to create a final product. They will design a range of 
ideas based on their favourite food and reproduce this using different ranges of fabrics.

ICT/ENTERPRISE Computing After Christmas, students will look into how Computers communicate and exchange data by exploring the fundamental of Computer 
Networks, a topic with big links to GCSE Computer Science. Students will then build on the programming skills that they acquired in Year 8 and start 
to encoprorate more knowledge such as functions and procedures into their code.

Shopaholics- Students will learn a series of textiles decorative and sewing techniques in order to create a final product. They will design a range of 
ideas based on their favourite food and reproduce this using different ranges of fabrics.

MUSIC Film and Game Music

RS The second unit our Year 9s do is ‘Science and Ethics’, as with the previous unit this unit also require a more mature attitude when exploring 
issues such as animal rights, abortion, cryonics, IVF and cloning. We also consider the key questions such as; are religion and science in 
conflict and what is the debate between the sanctity and quality of life within the unit.

VALUES Our next unit is First Aid  We equip students with the First Aid skills needed in basic life support (CPR), bleeding, choking, asthma and allergies 
and acid attacks. As well as this, we also discuss the importance of self care and checking for example breast and testicular examinations 
as well as immunisations and vaccinations. Further to this we also explore mental health first aid as this is often overlooked. 


