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ENGLISH Romeo and Juliet: This unit is suited to allow students to access a complete Shakespearean play in preparation for the English Literature pathway.  
Students should be taught how to identify layers of meanings within the speeches and appreciate how writers’ use of methods creates meaning. In particular 
students should be taught the dramatic form of a Tragedy play, focusing on the key elements of the form. There are suggested opportunities to explore poetry 
linked to the central genre and themes in this unit. There are suggested tasks suitable for introducing students to the concept of approaching analysis of poetry 
as well as being able to compare themes/characters and ideas in poetry. By the end of the unit, students should be able to analyse characters, themes and 
contextual influences. In addition, there are also a number of suggested opportunities that also allow for the development of Speaking and Listening skills as well 
as drama and performance skills

MATHS Foundation: Angles: properties of shapes, angles in parallel lines, interior/exterior angles, patterns. Averages and range: mean, mode, median and range, estimating 
the mean, sampling. Perimeter, area and volume: area of shapes/compound shapes, surface area, volume of prisms
Higher: Graphs: linear graphs, rates of change, real-life graphs, parallel & perpendicular lines, quadratic graphs, cubic & reciprocal graphs. Area and volume: 
perimeter and area, units and accuracy, prisms, circles, sectors of circles, cylinders & spheres, pyramids & cones

SCIENCE
BIOLOGY

Circulation and non-communicale disease Describe the structure of the heart and the different types of blood vessels. The composition of blood and the role of 
each component. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of treating cardiovascular diseases by drugs, mechanical devices or transplant. Describe coronary 
heart disease and the effect of lifestyle on some non-communicable diseases. 

SCIENCE
CHEMISTRY

Chemical Changes (I) Understanding of chemical changes began when people began experimenting with chemical reactions in a systematic way and 
organizing their results logically. Knowing about these different chemical changes meant that scientists could begin to predict exactly what new substances 
would be formed and use this knowledge to develop a wide range of different materials and processes. It also helped biochemists to understand the complex 
reactions that take place in living organisms. The extraction of important resources from the earth makes use of the way that some elements and compounds 
react with each other and how easily they can be ‘pulled apart’.

SCIENCE
PHYSICS

Most of this term acts as transition work for GCSE we teach in the second half of Year 10. So, for this final term we reintroduce students to work covered in 
Y7 and 8, so that it will be less than a year before they study these topics in depth in Year 10. As some of these topics are complex (Atomic Structure) or 
large (Forces), we will only spend a few lessons on each, re-teaching and re-inforcing the content from Y7 & 8 and giving some indication as to how this 
knowledge leads into their work in Year 10.
Atomic Structure In Year 7 and earlier in Year 9 Chemistry lessons, students learn about the basic structure of an atom (a nucleus containing protons and 
neutrons, surrounded by electrons on energy levels/shells).  In Year 9 we explore the need for neutrons in the nucleus, the idea of isotopes and practice 
calculating the number of protons, neutrons and electrons for different isotopes and ions. We also examine the scientists and the evidence they discovered, 
that leads to the changing model of the atom over time, focusing on the change from Thomson’s “plum pudding” model to the nuclear model developed over 
time by Rutherford, Bohr and Chadwick.
Forces In Year 7 students learn about gravity (a non-contact force) and how gravity and contact forces affect the motion of objects. In Year 8 students 
learn how forces do work and transfer energy, and that the motion of an object can tracked (e.g. with a distance-time graph) and calculated (e.g. the speed 
equation) In Year 9, we discuss how all measured quantities are either a vector or scalar quantity. We cover other non-contact and contact forces and we 
reinforce students understanding of gravity - including the relationship between weight, mass and gravitational field strength.
Waves At the start of Year 7, student were introduced to the properties and behaviour of sound and light waves. In Year 8, students considered the difference 
between transverse and longitudinal waves, including how waves can combine (superpose) and the properties of waves we cannot see or hear (e.g. 
ultraviolet and ultrasound) In Year 9, we will re-inforce students understanding of transverse and longitudinal waves, along with the keywords used when 
discussing waves (e.g. frequency, amplitude, period, wavelength). But, we will also extend students recollection of the speed equation (from Y8) to introduce 
the wavespeed equation (the relationship between speed, frequency and wavelength) from the GCSE course.
Magnets & Electromagnets: During Year 8, students learn about the basic properties of magnets and investigate the shape of magnetic fields. They also 
built simple electromagnets and test their strength. In Year 9, students will re-visit and re-inforce these key ideas, including completing a GCSE practical, 
using a plotting compass to detect and draw out the magnetic field around a magnet. They will learn what makes some materials magnetic and how a 
magnetic material can be made in to a permanent magnet or a temporary/induced magnet. They will learn why an electric current produces a magnetic field 
and how a solenoid with a magnetic core funnctions as an electromagnet.
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GEOGRAPHY Continent study of Africa.  Biomes, Natural resources, Development, Reducing the development gap, Food insecurity, Desertification

HISTORY Enquiry: What was life like on the Home Front? The Second World War, Dunkirk, The Battle of Britain, The Battle of Stalingrad, D-Day, Was the dropping of the 
Atomic Bomb justified? What was ‘The Cold War’? The Cuban Missile Crisis, The Berlin Wall, 9/11 enquiry.

MFL (FRENCH) • Holidays 
• Use of past / future tenses to talk about holidays
• Means of transport
• Weather

ART Year 9 Art Nouveau Figures. During this project students will develop their knowledge of a range of different mixed media techniques, use of both 
harmonising, hot and cold colours and surface pattern. Students will also add to their knowledge of historical artists, looking at the work of Gustav Klimt. 
During this project students will have the opportunity to work both independently and collaboratively on large scale mixed media figures.

DRAMA Script Exploration
Focus – Script Exploration
Working as a team to create a performance for an extract of script.
Development of lighting, sound, costume including hair and make-up and set design to enhance performance.
Research into historical, social and cultural aspects 
Blocking
Proxemics
Atmosphere
Diction

Relationships
Dramatic aims/intentions
Motivation: 
Monologue
Soliloquy
Design concept
Exposition
Conflict:
Rising Action
Climax
Falling Action
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DT Rotations every 6/7 weeks:
Food Around the World- Students focus on foods from around the world and look at different diets. They choose a country to cook a main course as their practical 
assessment.
Time to read- Students build on their graphics skills even further and produce a ‘Pop Up’ children’s book based on a fable.
Nutrition Mission- A look at nutrients in more depth building on what has been learnt in previous years. Practical lessons link to theory. Students also gain an opportunity 
of cooking a free choice dish which links to a design brief.
Timepiece - Students will look in to the work of others and create designs and a final product  from wood based on their findings.
CAD Reloaded- Students will get learn how to use a CAD/CAM software called OnShape and product £D CAD drawings based on a given brief.
Shopaholics- Students will learn a series of textiles decorative and sewing techniques in order to create a final product. They will design a range of ideas based on 
their favourite food and reproduce this using different ranges of fabrics.

ICT/ENTERPRISE Computing. The final half term of Year 9 will consist of a Project Planning unit, based on the skills needed for CNAT Information Technlogy, where the students will 
learn the importance of creating a plan before any important project is undertaken. The Year will then end covering a wide range of topics from the GCSE Computer 
Science curriculum.

Enterprise In the final term will focus on Business. Students will look at the 4 main functional areas within a business. These are HR, Opetaion, Finaince, and 
Marketing. Students will learn elements of each to identify how all of the functional areas into link and make up a buisness successful. Real life scenaris of business 
will be taught alongside to build on skills, and will prepare them for what is going on in the real world. Learning these elements will allow students to get a basic 
understanding in Buisness to allow for option choices.

MUSIC Pop Music

RS The last Year 9 unit we deliver is ‘Buddhism’. The rationale behind this is that it has more difficult concepts of enlightenment, cessation of suffering, symbolism 
and mindful living, this was felt more appropriate to deliver with more mature students. Similarly, the question is posed “why is Buddhism becoming more 
popular” which has links to the issues raised in the Active Citizenship campaign,

VALUES Our next unit is First Aid  We equip students with the First Aid skills needed in basic life support (CPR), bleeding, choking, asthma and allergies and acid 
attacks. As well as this, we also discuss the importance of self care and checking for example breast and testicular examinations as well as immunisations 
and vaccinations. Further to this we also explore mental health first aid as this is often overlooked. 

PE Our summer term focus on two main areas, athletics where every group will get the opportunity to take part in all events both track and field. The second 
aspect we focus on is striking and fielding. Our students will have the opporrtunity to participate in Tennis, rounders, cricket  and softball. We use the co-
operative learning model throughout this term as we believe students can help each other, displaying good leadership and analysis skills, additonaly it is 
a nice mix of both team and indivdiual activities. At the end of the summer term we have our whole school sports day whcih is a superb celebration of all 
PE activities.


