
NEWSLETTER 

Forthcoming Events:

Assembly topics: 
3rd January:  Careers
9th January: Social media, the risks.

Thursday 5th January: 

Monday 9th & 16th January:

Thursday 19th January: 

Friday 20th January: 

Year 13 PPEs commence.

Year 11 & Y13 PPEs, all week.

Year 9 Parents’ Evening.

KS4 girls basketball trip to 
Leicester, depart 3:15 pm.  
KS4 Symphony Hall, depart 
5:30pm 

w w w. d e f e r re r s . c o m



A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Mrs A A Bickle
The autumn term is our longest term but both staff and students have worked 
tirelessly so now everyone is looking forward to the Christmas break.    

Since the pandemic, we have seen students really progress both academically, and 
also through wider curricular activities.   The highlight this term for me has been 
watching our young people taking part in the Talent Show, and observing the 
support they received from their peers; Trent hall was packed, the audience was 
cheering the students along and the atmosphere was just great. 

I would also like to thank you as parents and carers for all you do to support your 
children in their academic development, but also for supporting the academy values, 
“Work hard, Be Kind, Choose Wisely”.    Our aim is for every student to have the 
tools necessary to be successful in their future endeavours.

Christmas started for me on Tuesday night with one of my favourite events of 
this year, The de Ferrers carol concert.   It was lovely to see the church packed, 
the wonderful readings and musical performances. Christmas continued yesterday 
with the Senior Citizen’s Party which, once again, reminded me what a fantastic 
community we have here.

On behalf of all the staff at The de Ferrers Academy, may I wish everyone a very 
peaceful and restful Christmas break, and a wonderful New Year, enjoy!   

To our students, please stay safe, look after yourselves, and we look forward to 
welcoming you back on Tuesday, 3rd January, for another exciting term at The de 
Ferrers Academy.

Best wishes, 

Fr iday 16th December 2022

W o r k  h a r d ,  B e  k i n d ,  C h o o s e  w i s e l y

We say goodbye to Mrs Rhodes, Mrs Tanner, Mrs Hatton 
and Miss Byrne who have a collective service of over 
26 years, we would like to thank them for all their hard 
work and wish them well for the future.

Message from the 
Student Head Team
Last week, we had the privilege of hosting the first 
Academy Voice Meeting of this academic year with a 
number of Dove, Trent & Sixth Form representatives. 
Our main talking points we explored were Anti-Racism 
and how we can support Young Carers - with amazing 
presentations delivered by Mr Shafiq & Mrs Lowe 
representing these important topics! It was a perfect 
sense of collaboration to end this term and we look 
forward to working with Dove & Trent further on these 
agendas as well as other important topics that our Head 
Team hope to tackle. 

It’s Lights! Camera! Action! this week with our Sixth 
Form Pantomime being performed to the Dove Students 
on the last day of term - this is a treat we are eagerly 
awaiting. Some of the cast have even started generating 
promotion due to the Year 7s and Year 8s, whilst we do 
our dress rehearsals at Dove, to excite students ready 
for the pantomime! As a final remark, we hope all of 
you have a fabulous time during this holiday season and 
we will see you all in 2023!

Kai & Phoebe 

If your child is unable to attend 
school due to illness, please 
email any absences to the 
following:
Trentattendance@deferrers.com  
Doveattendance@deferrers.com
sixthform@deferrers.com
(email heading: attendance)
Thank you for your cooperation.



Sixth Form Centre update:
Sixth Form pantomime - Cinderella

The Sixth Form pantomime has been a longstanding tradition. COVID 
prevented a face to face performance for the past two years but 
this year the show (or should I say ‘shoe’) will definitely go on! The 
students take complete responsibility for the entire production and 
their own version of Cinderella is set to be an absolute ball! Students 
will be performing to all Dove Campus students on the final day of 
term. 

Trent Campus update:

Dove Campus - Mr Lovell

Senior Citizens party - We were delighted to be hosting our first 
Senior Citizens’ party for three years. Over 250 Senior Citizens were 
invited into the academy for an afternoon of fun, entertainment and 
bingo. More than 100 year 11 students have been involved in the 
organisation of the event and was fantastic. More than 20 academy 
acts were performing to entertain the guests and food prepared by our 
very own GCSE food students was the highlight of the afternoon tea!

GCSE - How to revise evening - Over 200 students and parents 
attended the evening. The session involved explaining memory and 
forgetting to give rationale for various revision strategies. The goal was 
to teach students how to maximise revision sessions and remember 
more. (pic 1 attached)

MFL conference - On Thursday 1st December, 86 students who are 
studying for Higher level GCSE French attended the Sixth Form Centre 
for the day for a French Aiming High conference. Led by Mrs Key 
and Mrs O’Hagan, students looked at how to succeed in speaking and 
writing. Students were engaged throughout and contributed to all 
activities. They very much enjoyed the opportunity to work at the SFC. 
Mrs Land led a session on careers using languages which proved very 
successful.

My Tutor - The academy has spent close to £100,000 on additional 
tutoring services to support students of all ages who are in most 
need of additional intervention. The academy has become nationally 
recognised in its efforts to utilise additional funding effectively. 
Presentations have been delivered to partner secondary schools, both 
locally and nationally, to support them in prioritising students and 
funding ideas.

Year 11 Rewards lunch - We held a Rewards Lunch for 35 Year 11 
students on the Trent Campus who had achieved outstanding ATL 
scores in their first term. We look forward to doing the same for Year 
10 and Year 9 in the near future so keep up the excellent effort in 
class. (pic 2 attached)

We want to wish all of our students, families and community a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from everyone 

on the Trent campus.

As we reach the end of the autumn term we have been 
reflecting with students in assembly this week about what 
they have achieved this term and the many things they 
should be proud of. Not to be complacent though, I asked 
students to set themselves a target for next term that 
is personal to them, of what they hope to achieve when 
we return to school after the holiday period. The term 
has been a phenomenally positive one. Our Year 7 cohort 
have settled fantastically well and we are so proud of the 
way in which they have adapted to secondary school life. 
Year 8 continue to lead by example on the campus. We 
recently welcomed the RAF / Navy BAE systems roadshow 
team to Dive who delivered a fantastic workshop with our 
Year 7 students as part of our careers programme. Our 
students have demonstrated our "be kind" value with over 
500 students taking the opportunity to send a personal 
message of thanks to a teacher of their choosing. These 
are always so gratefully received by the staff and I thank 
all students who have participated for their thoughtful and 
kind contributions. We enjoyed the culmination of our Year 
7 singing programme from this term's Music curriculum 
in assembly. 400 students singing "Somewhere only we 
know" was truly moving and a lovely way to celebrate 
the great achievements of the term. This week we have 
also enjoyed the student Christmas lunch, a wonderful 
Carol Service and on the last day of term we welcomed 
the sixth form pantomime back to Dove. After a 3 year 
absence due to COVID we were delighted to welcome the 
sixth form team back to Dove to deliver their very own 
de Ferrerised version of Cinderella for all Year 7 and 8 
students. It was a fantastic way to conclude the term!

Finally, I would like to wish all of our families a relaxing, 
enjoyable and well deserved break over the festive period 
and look forward to more successes in the new year.

Christmas Message to 
Year 7 students:
Myself and Miss Grief would like to wish all students in Year 
7, a very happy Christmas and here’s to a fabulous 2023!    
Whilst you are enjoying the holidays, take the time to reflect 
on how far you have progressed since the start of September 
and be proud of yourselves; three quotations to share with 
you in line with our academy values:

‘You only fail if you quit’
‘Kindness is free’

‘Positive thoughts create positive experiences’

Enjoy your holiday and be eager to learn more in January.

Ms Mosedale & Miss Grief, Year 7 Team.



Girls’ football success
On Tuesday 13th December, the U14 Girls 
Football team played in Round 4 of the National Cup 
against Beckett High School from Notts. Having been 
knocked out by Beckett in the National Cup last 
year the de Ferrers girls went into the game a little 
nervous, Four mins in Beckett scored, At 25 mins 
Evie Fleeman equalised with a fantastic strike from 
outside the box into to the top right hand corner of 
the goal. Beckett High scored a further two goals in 
the 35th and 40th minute. Aaliyah Upton also scored 
on the 39th minute. Half time Score: Beckett 3 - de 
Ferrers 2

Second half and the girls knew we had to come back 
fighting. In the42nd minute Beckett scored again with 
a powerful shot into our top corner, Tiffany Blades 
scored a penalty on the 50th minute, Aaliyah scored 
a second goal for de Ferrers taking the score to 4-4 
into the final 15 mins. 
Unfortunately, Beckett scored from a corner in the 
70th minute and de Ferrers ran out of time. 

Final Score: De Ferrers 4 - Beckett 5
Special Mention from the opposition goes to Amelie 
Holt for some fantastic saves! 

Team: Tiffany Blades (Captain) Aaliyah Upton, Evie 
Fleeman, Imogen Atkin, Freya Smith, Elissa White, 
Georgia Harrison, Katie Hall, Autumn Savage, Hope 
Kishna, Maddison Oakes, Scarlett Bodley, Amelie Holt

Also, congratulations to Year 9 students Aaliyah 
Upton and Evie Fleeman (pictured below)and Year 11 
students Amelia Kishna and Hope Brassington (not 
pictured) who have been selected to represent the 
county at football. This is testament to their hard 
work and dedication on and off the pitch and we are 
exceptionally proud of their continued achievements. 
Well done!’

Congratulations to Alexander Yolshina-Cash (Year 13) He has 
successfully retained his place in the GBR Men's Artistic Gymnastics 
TOP Junior Squad for 2023 following his results this year!  This is an 
outstanding achievement and we wish him well for the year ahead, we 
look forward to celebrating his future achievements in the world of 
gymnastics.

Last week, the de Ferrers 
GCSE Cinema Club watched 'A 
Christmas Carol' in Trent hall.   
There was an opportunity to 
ask questions of their English 
teachersabout the text and 
exam from their English 
teachers, as well as enjoying 
some popcorn and getting into 
the Christmas spirit with one 
of the best Christmas stories 
of all time!  Our next Cinema 
Club will be Shakespeare's 
Macbeth, information on when 
it will take place, will be shared 
with students during their 
English lessons.

GCSE Cinema Club 

A Christmas Carol



A Christmas Carol

BAE Systems 
Roadshow
On 6th December the BAE Systems, 
RAF and Royal Navy Education 
Roadshow visited Dove campus for 
all the Year 7 students.  The focus 
of the roadshow was Magnetism and 
the full range of the applications of 
magnets, electromagnets and motors 
was demonstrated in an entertaining 
and informative way.  

There are a number of excellent websites that can support parents/carers and
 their children in dealing with social media websites and apps. Here are some of the most useful:

Guides for different apps/websites:

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides

Social Media guide: 
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/ukcis-social-media-guide-for-parents-and-carers/

NSPCC summary: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/

Social Media facts & advice:
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/social-media-advice-hub/

What parents & carers need to know about social media: 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/parents-guide-being-social-online/ 

Social Media advice 
for Parents/Carers

The diagram shows the age restrictions for using different social media sites - 
note that all of them are 13 or over, which means Year 7 and most of Year 8 
should not be using them.



Cadets Updates

Principal Inspects the Troops

Illuminated Arboretum Visit 

Our new cadets have now been issued with their uniforms and Mrs 
Bickle visited the contingent to celebrate our cadets’ first parade 
in uniform. The contingent is going from strength to strength and 
they are all looking forward to the activities planned in 2023.

Promotions within the 
Cadets

It is a well known fact that the Contingent relies heavily 
on the Cadet Senior NCO’s.
As part of our NCO development programme, we were 
pleased to promote L/Cpl Staley to Corporal, L/Cpl White 
to Corporal and Cadet Hudson to L/Cpl.

Our last outing with the cadets this year was a visit to the 
National Memorial Arboretum to see the illuminated Arboretum 
display. A perfectly clear night with a full moon added to the 
occasion. Although it was a chilly evening, the cadets watched 
the illuminations and had time to reflect on the themes of 
each display. It was lovely to see such a great turn out with 
42 cadets and 6 staff members in attendance. The cadets 
received praise for their part in the activities and successfully 
played  ‘Jingle Bells’  as a team with hand bells and different 
coloured lights. The cadets thoroughly enjoyed themselves and 
we are looking forward to attending again next year.  

News from Modern Foreign 
Languages:
On Thursday 1st December, 86 students who are studying for Higher 
level GCSE French attended the Sixth Form Centre for the day for a 
French Aiming High conference. Led by Mrs Key and Mrs O’Hagan, 
students looked at how to succeed in speaking and writing. Although not 
everyone’s idea of a perfect day, students remained engaged throughout 
and contributed to all activities. Mrs Land led a session on careers using 
languages which proved very successful.

Thank you to all the students involved; it was a pleasure to spend the day 
with you at the SFC.
Joyeux Noel et Bonne Annee a tous
Mrs Key & Mrs O’Hagan



Illuminated Arboretum Visit Young Carers Christmas Event
Trent Campus recently hosted the first ‘Young Carers Xmas Movie 
Night’, with over 40 young carers in attendance with their guests. 
We have hosted these events since the start of 2022 and they are 
getting bigger and bigger!  We can also see the positive impact these 
meetings are having on the wonderful, resilient students in the acade-
my that we have identified as having extra responsibilities at home. 

The events would not be possible if it wasn’t for amazing staff mem-
bers who turn up time after time, to help plan the events and support, 
our ‘YC team’ Mrs Glover, Miss Grief, Miss Grimley, Mr Hand and Miss 
Peckover.  Also, a big thank you to those staff who have supported 
behind the scenes.  On to the next one, which will be a ‘Spring Fling’ 
at Easter time.

Supporting your child’s mental 
health:
The Sandbox is a free mental health support package; this is funded 
through the NHS and is an online hub for children and young people in 
Staffordshire, where they can safely seek help, advice and support about 
their mental health. The service is open for self-referral, and individuals can 
sign up online, or go directly onto the website.

Careers Update
Labour market assembly
On 29th November, all Year 11 students attended an assembly 
looking at the labour market and the future of jobs.  Jane Young 
from the Department of Work and Pensions talked about current job 
opportunities in Burton and the surrounding areas.  She also explored 
green jobs and how technology is re-shaping the workplace asking the 
questions: “What will jobs look like in the future and what skills will be 
in greatest demand?” 
 

We were delighted to welcome back one of the acade-
my's most loved traditions this week, after a two year 
hiatus due to the pandemic. The Music department took 
over the Church of St John the Divine, in Horninglow, on 
Tuesday 13th, for the return of the annual Carol Ser-
vice. Traditional Christmas Bible readings from students, 
staff and a governor were interspersed with musical 
items from the Dove and Trent Choirs, an A Cappella 
singing group of staff and senior students, as well as 
the Concert Band, who, as well as their own pieces, also 
accompanied the congregation in O Come, All Ye Faithful 
and Hark! The Herald Angels Sing. The congregation was 
in fine voice throughout, heartily singing carols such as 
O Little Town of Bethlehem and In The Bleak Midwinter. 
Special congratulations must go to Daisy Bickle of Year 
11, who led the procession with the soprano solo to 
Once in Royal David's City; a nerve wracking task, which 
she dealt with superbly.

Carol Service

It was the final Carol Service to be led by Father Michael 
Freeman, who, after 21 years at St. John's, will be taking 
his retirement at Easter. Mr Aston spoke on behalf of the 
whole Academy, to thank Fr. Michael for his support during 
the past two decades, and to wish him a long and happy 
retirement.


