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The kinds of Special Educational Needs for which Provision is Made 

 

The de Ferrers Academy is part of The de Ferrers Multi Academy Trust (MAT). We are a mainstream 
Academy which seeks to be a caring, supportive and stimulating learning environment. The Academy’s 
values are: ‘Work Hard, Be Kind and Choose Wisely’ and this is embedded into Academy life for all 
students. We are an inclusive and diverse Academy and recognise all individual needs; we are non-
judgmental and aim to remove any barriers for learning or accessibility. We have an experienced and 
well trained team of staff, who work closely with our students on a day-to-day basis to provide support 
in and out of the classroom.  

At The de Ferrers Academy, we believe that all students are entitled to a broad, balanced and 
relevant curriculum through which we support children with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities (SEND). Our SEND students are exposed to all subject areas across Key Stage 3 and 
faculties deliver ambitious and student driven lessons. All students are encouraged to develop their 
academic skills (in class support, support packs, Homework Club etc.), whilst still promoting a 
healthy work-life balance that fosters and nurtures their social and emotional health (SEND Hub, 
Student Coach and pastoral support). Our intention is to encourage our students to be 
independent, resilient and resourceful: know where and how to access support when required.  

 
A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special 
educational provision to be made on him or her 
A child or young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he / she: 

- has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or 

- has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally 
provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions  

 
The Code of Practice (2015) stipulates four broad categories that the Academy uses to identify 
students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND):  

- Cognition and Learning 
- Communication and Interaction 
- Sensory and / or Physical 
- Social, Emotional and Mental Health 

 

At The de Ferrers Academy, we operate a three tier system of SEND support: Monitoring, Targeted 
and Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP). Please refer to Level of Support document for further 
information on the three tiers and how they are categorised. The Academy will consult with parents / 
carers, students and any external agencies to create an individual and personalised passport that 
details reasonable adjustments, interventions and any access arrangements. Passports are shared 
with the relevant teams and teaching staff to ensure that the students are included in all activities, in 
and around the Academy, and within the classroom. We welcome active engagement and 



collaboration from parents / carers and seek to work together to support the individual needs of the 
student.  

Information about The de Ferrers Academy policies for the identification and 
assessment of pupils with special educational needs 

 

The academy has a SEND Policy that has been approved by the ‘Trust Board’ and is reviewed annually 
by the Leadership team and SENCo . The policy is shared with all staff and is available to view online 
on the Academy’s website.  

Students may be identified as SEN by the following sources: 

- Teacher referral to SEND team (round robin feedback) 
- Parents / Carers 
- Student Voice 
- External agencies  
- Information from primary schools 
- Internal screening and standardised assessments 
- Data tracking / monitoring  

The academy uses online screeners to identify the following: 

• Dyslexic traits (not a formal diagnosis) 
• Working Memory 
• Visual Stress  
• Boxhall Profile (SEMH) 

Furthermore, we have a series of standardised tests that assess ability and attainment. These tests 
include: 

• Wide Range Intelligence Test (verbal and non-verbal) 
• Wide Range Achievement Test 5 (single word reading, comprehension, spelling and maths 

computation) 
• Spelling, Processing and Reading Comprehension Speed (SPaRCS) 
• Gray’s Oral Reading Test 5 (reading speed, rate, accuracy and fluency) 
• Test of Memory and Learning 2 (attention, concentration and short term memory) 
• Detailed Assessment of Speed of Handwriting (handwriting speed) 

Standardised testing allows us to compare the students’ results to other children of the same age 
group in years and months. This will then inform us if the student is within the ‘average range’ or not.  

 

Key Stage 2 Transition:  

- SENDCO or Assistant SENDCO will visit primary schools to discuss key students 
- SENDCO or Assistant SENDCO will attend Transition Reviews / Annual Reviews at primary 

school 
- Students with complex needs will participate in a Child Centred Review (CCR) 
- Individual transition programmes will be planned for students with complex needs 



- Students will participate in the 627 Transition Programme and visit the Academy in small 
groups for a tour of the facilities 

- Exchange files, and academic information from primary school 
- Parental meetings and coffee afternoons 
- The de Ferrers Academy will contact external agencies to discuss the transition and any 

upcoming assessments 
- KS2 Transition Day in July / small group visits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Information about The de Ferrers Academy policies for making provision for 
pupils with special educational needs whether or not pupils have Education 
Health and Care (EHC) Plans 

 

- How does the Academy evaluate the effectiveness of its provision for such pupils? 

 

Teaching staff are expected to plan lessons that are suitably differentiated to meet the needs of the 
individual students. Teachers have got weekly collaborative planning time to work with the SEND 
Department to create differentiated resources and materials. All teaching staff follow East 
Staffordshire’s guidelines on the Graduated Response: Assess, Plan, Do and Review. The SEND team 
monitor individual passports and adapt them when needed. Parents / Carers are invited in to the 
Academy discuss student progress every term as well as attend a Progress Review Day appointment.  

Data and student progress is measured and tracked by faculty Directors of Learning, as well as the 
SENCO and the SEND team. This is reported to the Academy Leadership Team and the Governing Body 
at regular intervals throughout the year and subsequently action plans are created.   

Student interventions are personalised and are based on the four broad categories. Individual 
progress is monitored on a half termly basis and the data informs us as to which intervention the 
students need to attend. Student and parent / carers’ views matter and are always taken into 
consideration when assigning student interventions.  

The Academy Leadership Team (ALT) meet with the SENCo on a regular basis to analyse the data and 
review the impact that it is having on the students. Furthermore, the SENCO meets with the Quality 
of Education (Q of E) team on a weekly basis to discuss SEND provision across the academy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



- The Academy’s arrangements for assessing and reviewing the progress of pupils with 
special educational needs 
 

The Academy follows the guidelines that are stipulated within the Code of Practice (2015). We have 
termly reviews for all students on the SEND register (Targeted and EHCP). This gives us the 
opportunity to reflect and review student progress and outcomes, level of support and 
interventions. Students who have an EHCP also have an annual Review which allows us to reflect on 
Key Stage targets and make any necessary changes / amendments to the plans.  

The SEND Department internally track student progress via intervention reports and Student Coach 
check lists. This data informs us if the students are making the expected level of progress within a 
certain skillset (Literacy, Numeracy etc.). Furthermore, the data enables us to implement the 
Graduated Reponse, with regards to Assess, Plan, Do and Review cycle, and making relevant the 
adjustments needed for students to access the curriculum.  

The Academy has a Progress Review Day whereby parents / carers meet their child’s Progress 
Mentor to reflect on progress and set SMART targets for the academic year. There is also SEND 
representation available in most appointments for those students who are on the SEND register.  

Students who are targeted (On the Register / have an EHCP) will also have a Student Coach who will 
meet them weekly / fortnightly to discuss any concerns about progress, homework, social time and 
interventions. This gives us instant feedback and allows to action any concerns that they may have.  

 

Standardised Assessments: 

 

The Academy uses a series of standardised tests to assess students’ attainment and cognitive ability 
(I.Q) levels. Parents / carers must have consent for these tests and the results will be feedback to 
both parents / carers and the student. Assessments include: reading, comprehension, writing, math 
computation, processing, working memory and speed of handwriting. 

The Academy also uses Boxall Profile standardised test to explore a student’s social, emotional and 
mental health. The SENCO is qualified in test administration (Certificate of Competence in 
Psychometric Tests, Access Arrangements and Assessments (CPT3A)).  

 

Tests: 

Wide Range Intelligence Test (WRIT) 

Test of Information Processing Speed (TIPS) 

Test of Memory and Learning 2nd Edition (TOMAL-2) 

Beery Buktenica Test (Visual Motor) 

Detailed Assessment Speed of Handwriting (DASH) 

Detailed Assessment Speed of Handwriting 17+ (DASH 17+) 

British Picture Vocabulary Scales 3rd Edition (BPVS3) 



 

Wide Range Achievement Test 5th Edition (WRAT-5) 

Spelling, Processing and Reading Comprehension Speed (SPaRCS) 

Gray Oral Rest Test 5th Edition (GORT-5) 

Kauffman Test of Education Achievement-3 (KTEA3) 

Test of Word Reading Efficiency 2 (TOWRE-2) 

 

Behaviour and Learning: 

 

Boxall Profile 

Emotional Literacy 

 

Screeners:  

 

Dyslexic Traits 

Working Memory 

Processing Speed 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Academy’s approach to teaching pupils with special educational needs 

The Academy has a SEN Policy that is updated annually. The policy details the Academy’s approach 
to SEN identification, assessment and teaching. The policy can be viewed in the Policies section on 
the Academy’s website.  

 

Students with Special Educational Needs (at all levels: Monitoring, Targeted and Educational, Health 
Care Plan) will have an individual passport. The passport will detail the main area of need, 
interventions, access arrangements and reasonable adjustments. Teaching and support staff will have 
access to these passports and will be expected to deliver the strategies within the classroom as part 
of our approach to Quality First Teaching. The individual passports are updated on a termly basis and 
these changes are shared with staff.  

 

The SEND Department have access to a range of specialist equipment and resources to enable 
students to access the curriculum. This includes use of technology and iPads, specialist visual and 
hearing impaired equipment, multi-sensory room, support packs, The Hub on both sites and in class 
support.  

 

External agencies regularly support the Academy by providing additional provision and mentoring 
sessions for students. Furthermore, they contribute to writing individual passports and learning plans 
by giving the Academy recommendations and strategies for us to implement as normal way of 
working.   

 

Individual passports are regularly reviewed and updated when appropriate. Parents / carers, students 
and teaching staff are involved with this process and contribute towards interventions, reasonable 
adjustments and access arrangements. Students will be given an amended copy of their passport and 
this will also be circulated to the relevant staff (teachers and pastoral teams).  

 

Looked After Children (LAC) have regular Personal Educational Plan (PEP) meetings with key staff. This 
process includes, where relevant, the SEN team to help support closing any educational gaps in the 
child’s learning. The Designated Teacher for Looked After Children and the SENCo closely laisses with 
other professionals, including: Virtual School. Educational Psychologists, Social Services, Sustain, 
Paediatric team, CAMHS and Health. There are termly funding opportunities to support Looked After 
Children with regards to additional tuition, iPad and technology, resources, revision guides and 
counselling. The Academy also is able to apply, via the Virtual School, for additional funding to support 
a student’s social, emotional and mental health.  The academy a Designated Teacher who ahs 
responsibility for LAC / PLAC and has two Student Learning Mentors who oversee the PEP paperwork 
and support the Designated Teacher. LAC/PLAC students have additional support through the use of 
the Hub, Alternative Curriculum and mentoring. Staff are made aware of students’ who are LAC and 
implement supportive strategies when required.  

 
 



How does The de Ferrers Academy adapt the curriculum and learning 
environment for pupils with special educational needs? 

 

The vast majority of the students follow the same curriculum at Key Stage 3. This allows the students 
to be exposed to a broad and rigorous curriculum and experiences. Reasonable adjustments and 
recommendations are listed on the students’ individual passports. Some students have a bespoke 
curriculum, follow a work experience placement and attend additional tuition session. 

The ground floor is accessible through ramps and all rooms are wheelchair accessible. Dove Campus 
does not have the use of a lift and nor does Trent Campus (except for Sports Hall / Maths block). 
Sixth Form Campus does have a lift and can be used by students* 

Teachers and support staff adapt the curriculum and learning environment by implementing the 
following: 

 

 * Differentiated / adapted resources 

* Scaffold tasks 

* Radio aids 

* Visual aids 

* Coloured paper and exercise books (Visual Stress) 

* Coloured overlays 

* Multi-sensory room 

* Weighted blankets 

* Buzy Legs  

* Seating plans 

* The Hub – time out 

* iPad 

* Access Arrangements 

* Interventions 

* Lanyard timetables 

* Homework Club 

* Sensory aids 

* Tick charts 

 

 



How does the academy provide additional support for learning that is 
available for pupils with special educational needs? 

 

Individual passports are designed to reflect the student’s needs and recommendations from external 
agencies.  

 

* In class support* 

* Diabetic care 

* Differentiated resources 

* Scaffolded tasks 

* Radio aids 

* Visual aids 

* Coloured paper and exercise books (Visual Stress) 

* Coloured overlays 

* Multi-sensory room 

* Weighted blankets 

* Buzy Legs  

* Seating plans 

* The Hub – time out 

* iPad 

* Access Arrangements 

* Interventions 

* Lanyard timetables 

* Homework Club 

* Sensory aids 

* Tick charts 

* Alternative Curriculum 

* Clubs 

* Student Coach  

 



Activities that are available for pupils with special educational needs in 
addition to those available in accordance with the curriculum 

 

• Homework Club – students can get support with homework tasks and projects.  
• Key Club – arts, crafts and games 
• Lunch Bunch – supervised lunch time activity 
• The Hub – games, homework, socialising, ‘circle of friends’ and reflection time 
• Multi-Sensory Room 
• Targeted Interventions: 
- Art Therapy 
- Numeracy 
- Literacy 
- Access Arrangements workshops 
- Study Skills 
- Working Memory 
- Speech and Language 
- Revision and Exam preparation 
- GCSE specific subject support 
- Mindfulness  
- Diabetic Support Groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Support that is available for improving the emotional and social development 
of pupils with special educational needs 

 

All students on the SEND register will have access to a Student Coach. Their coach will see the 
student weekly / fortnightly and see if they have any concerns about work, friendship groups or 
homework etc. 

Social, Emotional and Mental health interventions include: 

- Are Therapy 
- Mindfulness 
- Circle of Friends 
- Blob Trees 
- Lunch Bunch 
- The Hub 
- Key Club 
- Confidence building / Circle of Friends 
- Alternative Curriculum 
- Zones of Regulation 
- Registered councillor 
- Referrals to School Nurse, School’s Mental health Team 
- Hope mentoring 
- Support and Guidance mentoring   

 

All students, regardless of SEND, have access to the following: 

- Form tutor 
- Support and Guidance team (Head of Year, Assistant Head of year, Head of Campus, 

Inclusion) 
- Behaviour Intervention Manager 
- Mental Health First Aiders 
- Student Voice  
- Wellbeing Ambassadors 
- Safeguarding team 
- Anti-bullying Ambassadors 
- Attendance intervention* 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Additional Support Staff 2021/22 

 

Senior Vice Principal / Quality of Education: Ali Bickle 

SENDCO / Assistant Principal: Dave Griffiths 

Designated Teacher for LAC: Sarah Glover 

Assistant SENDCO : Carmen Peplow  - (Dove) 

Assistant SENDCO: Christine Rhodes – (KS2 transition) 

Assistant SEDCO: Emma Walton – (Trent) 

Key stage Learning Mentor: Ashley Williams (Dove) 

Hub Co-ordinator: Sharon Dunsdon (Trent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Information about the expertise and training of staff in relation to children 
and young people with special educational needs and how specialist 
expertise will be sourced 

 

SENDCo: Certificate of Competence in Educational Testing and Examination Access Arrangements 
(Summer 2019) 

National Award for SENCOs  

Designated Safeguarding Level Trained 4 (DDSL) 

Carmen Peplow (Assistant SENDCO): Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) 

Christine Rhodes (Assistant SENDCO): Degree in Education Studies and HLTA 

Emma Walton (Assistant SENDCO): HLTA 

 

Teaching staff have regular CPD on Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. Furthermore, there 
are SEND bulletins that go out to all staff on a weekly basis.  

 

Continued Professional Development for Inclusion Support Assistants:  

Competent in caring for Diabetic students 

Mental Health First Aiders  

Visually impaired specialist training 

Hearing impaired specialist training 

Autism Outreach training 

Safeguarding training 

Understanding Autism, Asperger’s and ADHD 

Attachment Training 

Examination Access Arrangements  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Information about how equipment and facilities to support children and 
young people with special educational needs will be secured. 

 

The Academy uses specialist equipment to support students to be included within the curriculum 
and around the Academy. We have the following: 

 

iPad and Keyboards – to support students develop their fine motor skills 

Visual Impairment equipment (Enlarged iPad, Braille machine etc.) 

Hearing Impaired equipment (Radio aids, Roger pens) 

Reading Pens – to support with Access Arrangements  

Ear Defenders 

Support Packs (contains Literacy and numeracy resources)  

Traffic light cards and wristbands 

Fidget toys 

Multi-Sensory Room 

Coloured paper, text books and exercise books 

Coloured overlays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The arrangements for consulting parents / carers of children with special 
educational needs about, and involving such parents / carers in, the 

education of their child 

 

Parents / carers are welcome to contact the Academy to make an appointment or telephone 
consultation with any of the pastoral or SEND team. Parents should contact reception or email the 
SEND team directly on senoffice@deferrers.com. Students on the SEND register will have termly 
reviews and a Progress Review Day appointment / Parents Evening appointment (for 6th Form 
students) to discuss any concerns that they may have. Furthermore, communication to parents may 
be via letter, e-mail, text message or telephone consultation. Students and parents will have 
opportunities to complete online / paper surveys detailing how they feel the academy is supporting 
their child. 

As part of the consultation process, parents / carers can raise any concerns that they have with 
regards to reasonable adjustments, access arrangements and interventions.  Please contact 
Reception to discuss any concerns with a member of the SEND team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The arrangements for consulting young people with special educational needs about, and 
involving them in, their education 

 

All students on the SEND register will be assigned a Student Coach (Please see next page for details 
on the student Coach role). The student Coach is responsible for meeting with the students on a 
regular basis to discuss any concerns, worries or problems that they may have. The SENCO meets 
with the Head of Campus and pastoral teams on a weekly basis to discuss the educational provision 
for students. Any relevant information is shared across the team and students are consulted with on 
a regular basis  

We have a fully staffed Hub on Dove and Trent Campus that can be used by students if they require 
time out to talk to a member of the SEN team and this information will be fed back to the SENCo. 
Support and Guidance teams meet with students and SEND team on a regular basis to feedback and 
concerns / positives to teaching staff.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Student Coach Role 
Student Coach must: 
 
• Read relevant emails with updated information on Key Students 

• Visit students during Tutor Time at least once a fortnight. Complete questionnaire and 
follow up any concerns as appropriate 

• Crack behaviour concerns, logbook comments, homework, rewards and progress of Key 
Students 

• Check interventions on Individual Passports and ensure all provision is in place 

• Produce progress reports for interventions which you carry out 

• Liaise directly with subject teachers where necessary e.g. to clarify homework 

• Prepare feedback for Termly Review / Annual Reviews for students and attend meetings 
where required 

• Attend Progress Review meeting with Progress Mentor, student and parents 

• Feedback to team regarding Key Students at weekly Team Meetings 
 

• Prioritise Key Students to support in Homework Club / interventions / Key Club / Lunch 
Bunch 
 

• Provide 1:1 support within Homework Club for students 
 

• Support students during exams by means of Access Arrangements where appropriate 
 

• Ensure any communication regarding a student is sent to the senoffice@deferrers.com 
email address for records 

 

 



 

 

 

Any arrangements made by the governing body or the proprietor relating to 
the treatment of complaints from parents and carers of pupils with special 

educational needs concerning the provision made at the setting. 

 

 

The de Ferrers Trust endeavours to provide the best education possible for all of its students in 
an open and transparent environment. We welcome any feedback that we receive from 
parents, students and third parties, and we accept that not all of this will be positive. Where 
concerns are raised, the Trust intends for these to be dealt with fairly, openly, promptly and 
without prejudice.  

 

Complaints Co-ordinator: Mrs Dewis-Johnson 

Complaints Policy can be found on the academy’s website. Link below: 

 https://www.deferrers.com/policies  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

How the school involves other bodies, including health and social services 
bodies, local authority support services and voluntary organisations, in 
meeting the needs of students with special educational needs and in 
supporting the families of such students 

 

 

The Academy adopts a multi-agency approach to supporting students and families. The SENDCo and 
pastoral teams work with all external agencies, including specialist services provided by Staffordshire 
Council (Autism Outreach, Hearing and Visual Impairment Team) to ensure that the students are 
accessing the appropriate tier of support.   

The Academy calls upon specialist support services to offer advice about individual students, 
classroom management strategies as well as provide Continued Professional Development (CPD) for 
teaching and support staff.  

The academy utilises external services to provide for the following: 

- External reports 
- Counselling and mentoring 
- Observations 
- Training 
- Health Care Plans 
- Team Around the Family meetings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The contact details of support services for the parents and carers of pupils 
with special educational needs 

 

Autism Outreach: 

Contact Name: Jeanette Gethin / Kate Prinold 
Contact Position: Team Manager 
Telephone: 01785 356830 
E-mail: sss.service@staffordshire.gov.uk 
 

Malachi Specialist Family Support Services  

https://www.malachi.org.uk 

CAMHS:  

Cross Street Clinic (Burton) 
Cross Street 
Burton on Trent 
DE14 1EG 
Telephone: 01283 505820 

Staffordshire Hearing Impairment Team: 

Contact Name: Elaine Harlin 
Contact Position: Head Of Sensory Team 
Telephone: 01785 356830 
E-mail: sss.service@staffordshire.gov.uk 
 

Staffordshire Visual Impairment Team: 

Contact Name: Elaine Harlin 
Contact Position: Head of Sensory Team 
Telephone: 01785 356830 
E-mail: sss.service@staffordshire.gov.uk 
 
Staffordshire Advice: Autism 
 

See Staffordshire’s Local Offer 

 

East Staffordshire SENDIASS 

 



https://www.staffs-iass.org/home.aspx 

 

 

 

 

The setting’s arrangements for supporting pupils with special educational 
needs in transferring between phases of education or in preparing for 

adulthood and independent living 

 

The arrangements for student admissions is covered within the Admissions Policy 
(https://www.deferrers.com/policies). If parents / carers wish to visit the academy for a tour or a 
meeting to discuss their child, they should contact the main office to arrange an appointment.  

 

Year 5/6  

• Attendance at Annual Reviews for students with EHCPs 
• Tours of Dove Campus/meetings as requested  

Year 6 Autumn Term 

• Prospective parents evening – SEND department represented 

Year 6 Spring Term 

• Contact made with primary schools to confirm SEND/vulnerable students  
• Meetings held with primary school SENDCos to anticipate need and provision 
• Individual Transition Programmes  
• Child Centred Reviews (including outside agencies) for students with complex needs  

Year 6 Summer Term 

• 627 Transition Programme visits to Dove Campus  
• Students complete their ‘Passport to de Ferrers’  
• Parents complete a questionnaire  
• Informal Parents Matter Coffee Afternoon at de Ferrers 
• New intake parents evening  
• Individual Passports created 

Year 7 

• Continued liaison with primary schools and outside agencies as appropriate 
• Reasonable adjustments in place with immediate effect 

 

Year 8 into 9 



• Targeted students to have additional transition / support with moving across to Trent 
Campus. This will involve meeting key staff, rooms  (Hub, Inclusion, S&G etc.) and 
familiarising themselves with the building and expectations.  

Information on the Academy contribution to the publication of the local 
authority’s local offer: 

 

Link to the East Staffordshire and Derbyshire’s Local Offer can be found below and on the Academy’s 
website.  

 

East Staffordshire: 

 

https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchan
nel=0 

 

Derbyshire:  

 

https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/special-educational-needs/send/the-local-
offer/the-local-offer.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 


